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Robert A. Kutcher, right, managing partner in the Metairie law firm Richard Kutcher Tygier & Luminais, L.L.P., was installed as the 79th LSBA president by 
Louisiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson. Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.

Vol. 67, No. 2    www.lsba.org100Louisiana Bar Journal  August / September 2019

LJC / LSBA Joint

Su mmer School



Vol. 67, No. 2    www.lsba.org100Louisiana Bar Journal  August / September 2019 Vol. 67, No. 2    www.lsba.org101Louisiana Bar Journal  August / September 2019

The Louisiana State Bar Association’s 
(LSBA) 2019-20 officers and members 
of the Board of Governors were installed 
June 6, in conjunction with the LSBA’s 
Annual Meeting in Destin, Fla.

Robert A. Kutcher was installed as 
the 79th LSBA president by Louisiana 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Bernette 
Joshua Johnson. Kutcher is managing 
partner in the Metairie law firm Richard 
Kutcher Tygier & Luminais, L.L.P.

Alainna R. Mire, chief resilience of-
ficer and an assistant attorney for the City 
of Alexandria, was installed as 2019-20 
president-elect. She will assume the presi-
dency in 2020-21.

Patrick A. Talley, Jr., a partner in the 
New Orleans office of law firm Phelps 
Dunbar, L.L.P., is beginning his first year 
of a two-year term as secretary. He also 
serves as editor of the Louisiana Bar 
Journal.

Shayna L. Sonnier, a partner in the 

Lake Charles law firm Hunter, Hunter & 
Sonnier, L.L.C., is beginning her second 
year of a two-year term as treasurer.

Barry H. Grodsky, a partner in the 
New Orleans law firm Taggart Morton, 
L.L.C., will continue his service to the 
LSBA as 2019-20 immediate past presi-
dent.

Scott L. Sternberg, a partner in the law 
firm Sternberg, Naccari & White, L.L.C., 
in New Orleans and Baton Rouge, was 
installed as 2019-20 chair of the LSBA 
Young Lawyers Division.

Members of the 2019-20 Board of 
Governors also were installed by Chief 
Justice Johnson.

First District
► Darryl J. Foster, a partner in the 
New Orleans office of law firm Bradley 
Murchison Kelly & Shea, L.L.C.
► Lawrence J. Centola III, a princi-
pal member in the New Orleans law firm 

Martzell, Bickford & Centola.

Second District
► Stephen I. Dwyer, managing partner in 
the Metairie law firm Dwyer, Cambre & 
Suffern, A.P.L.C.

Third District
► Shannon Seiler Dartez, an attorney 
with the Glenn Armentor Law Corporation 
in Lafayette.

Fourth District
► Todd S. Clemons, founder of Todd 
Clemons & Associates in Lake Charles.

Fifth District
► Valerie T. Schexnayder, special coun-
sel with law firm Mickey S. deLaup, 
A.P.L.C., in Baton Rouge.
► Kelly M. Rabalais, chief adminis-
trative officer for St. Tammany Parish 
Government in Mandeville.

The Louisiana State Bar Association’s 2019-20 officers and members of the Board of Governors. Seated from left, Monique Y. Metoyer, at-large; Patrick A. 
Talley, Jr., secretary; Barry H. Grodsky, immediate past president; Robert A. Kutcher, president; Alainna R. Mire, president-elect; Shayna L. Sonnier, treasurer; 
Kelly M. Rabalais, District 5; and Tina L. Suggs, at-large. Standing from left, Jeffrey A. Riggs, Liaison Committee; Shayna B. Morvant, Liaison Committee 
chair; Ann S. Siddall, Liaison Committee; Shannon Seiler Dartez, District 3; Paul L. Hurd, District 7; Valerie T. Schexnayder, District 5; Scott L. Sternberg, 
Young Lawyers Division chair; Zelda W. Tucker, Louisiana State Law Institute; Edward L. Tarpley, Jr., District 6; Darryl J. Foster, District 1; Todd S. Clemons, 
District 4; Donald W. North, Southern University Law Center; Monica Hof Wallace, Loyola University College of Law; Lynn Luker, at-large; Stephen I. Dwyer, 
District 2; and Lawrence J. Centola III, District 1. Not in photo, Patrick J. Harrington, District 8. Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.

LSBA Installs 2019-20 Officers and Board of Governors
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Sixth District
► Edward L. Tarpley, Jr., owner of the 
law firm Edward L. Tarpley, Jr., A.P.L.C., 
in Alexandria. 

Seventh District
► Paul L. Hurd, sole shareholder in Paul 
Loy Hurd, A.P.L.C., and in Home Title 
Guaranty Co., both in Monroe. 

Eighth District
► Patrick J. Harrington, an attorney 
practicing in the Shreveport-Bossier area. 

At-Large Members
► Monique Y. Metoyer, an assistant dis-
trict attorney and homicide screening chief 

for the Caddo Parish District Attorney’s 
Office in Shreveport.
► Lynn Luker, of counsel in the New 
Orleans law firm Stanley, Reuter, Ross, 
Thornton & Alford, L.L.C.
► Tina L. Suggs, in-house counsel for 
State Farm Insurance Co. in Metairie.

Loyola University College of Law
► Monica Hof Wallace, the Dean Marcel 
Garsaud, Jr. Distinguished Professor 
of Law and executive director of the 
Advocacy Center at Loyola University 
College of Law in New Orleans.

Southern University Law Center
► Donald W. North, a law professor at 
Southern University Law Center in Baton 
Rouge.

Louisiana State Law Institute
► Zelda W. Tucker, a sole practitioner 
and deputy city attorney for the City of 
Shreveport.

House of Delegates 
Liaison Committee
► Chair Shayna B. Morvant, managing 
partner of the law firm Beevers & Beevers, 
L.L.P., in Gretna.
► Member Jeffrey A. Riggs, a partner in 
the Lafayette office of the law firm Lewis 
Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith, L.L.P.
► Member Ann S. Siddall, a sole prac-
titioner and city prosecutor in Vidalia and 
first assistant district attorney for the 7th 
Judicial District.

Louisiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson, left, administered the oath of office to members of the 2019-20 Board of Governors. Photo by 
Matthew Hinton Photography.

Installation 
continued from page 101

Five Louisiana State Bar Association 
(LSBA) members received 2019 
President’s Awards at the Annual Meeting 
in June. Recipients were chosen by 2018-
19 LSBA President Barry H. Grodsky and 
were recognized for services to the associ-
ation. Recognized were Judge Randall L. 
Bethancourt, Houma; Judge Fredericka 
Homberg Wicker, Gretna; attorney Val P. 
Exnicios, New Orleans; attorney Richard 

K. Leefe, Metairie; and attorney John E. 
McAuliffe, Jr., Metairie.

Judge Bethancourt, a judge for the 
32nd Judicial District Court (Terrebonne 
Parish) since 2003, was recognized for his 
contributions to the LSBA’s Continuing 
Legal Education Committee and to the 
Louisiana Center for Law and Civic 
Education. He received a BS degree in 
1975 from Louisiana State University 

and his JD degree in 1979 from Loyola 
University College of Law. Before his 
election to the bench, he practiced law for 
22 years. He also worked as an assistant 
district attorney from 1997-99 and was 
the founding director of the Terrebonne 
Children’s Advocacy Center. He is serving 
as president of the Louisiana Center for 
Law and Civic Education (LCLCE) and as 

Five Members Receive President’s Awards
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a member of the Louisiana District Judges 
Association’s Executive Committee. He 
received the 2016 Judge Benjamin Jones 
Judges in the Classroom Award presented 
by the LCLCE.

Judge Wicker, a judge for the 
Louisiana 5th Circuit Court of Appeal 
since 2006, was recognized for her contri-
butions as co-chair of the Summer School 
Committee. She is a 1977 graduate of 
Tulane University Law School. During her 
20 years of practicing law, she served as an 
assistant district attorney in both Orleans 
and Jefferson parishes and as an assistant 
United States attorney for the U.S. District 
Court, Eastern District of Louisiana, end-
ing her career there as chief of narcotics. 
She also was in the private practice of law 
for 10 years. In 1996, she was elected to 
the Louisiana 24th Judicial District Court, 
serving there until her election to the 5th 
Circuit bench. She was a member of the 
adjunct faculty at Tulane Law School. 
She is a former president of the Louisiana 
District Judges Association and the 
Louisiana Judicial College. 

Exnicios, senior trial counsel and man-
aging counsel in the New Orleans law firm 
of Liska, Exnicios & Nungesser, was rec-
ognized for his contributions as chair of 
the LSBA’s Section Council. A recipient 
of the U. S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals 
American Inns of Court Professionalism 
Award, he chairs the LSBA’s Mass Torts, 
Class Action & Complex Litigation Section 
and is a member of the Bar Governance, 
Rules of Professional Conduct, Ethics 
Advisory and Legislation committees. 
He is a member of the LSBA’s House of 
Delegates and the Louisiana Association 

of Justice’s Board of Governors. A 1989 
graduate of Loyola University College of 
Law, he was an adjunct professor of law 
skills at Loyola. He is pro bono counsel 
to the Ozanam Inn and was active with 
U.S. District Court Judge Jay C. Zainey in 
founding the Homeless Experience Legal 
Protection (H.E.L.P.) Program. 

Leefe, a founding and senior partner 
in the Metairie law firm of Leefe Gibbs 
Sullivan & Dupre, L.L.C., was recognized 
for his contributions as chair of the LSBA’s 
Transitioning Lawyers Committee. A 
Vietnam veteran, he served as a combat 
engineer and commanded an engineer 
company in the Mekong Delta during 
the war. After returning from the Army, 
he received his JD degree in 1974 from 
Loyola University College of Law. He lat-
er earned an LLM degree in International 
Commercial Law from Robert Gordon 
University in Aberdeen, Scotland. He 
served as LSBA president in 2013-14 
and as LSBA secretary and editor of the 
Louisiana Bar Journal in 2012-13. He 
served on the American Bar Association’s 
House of Delegates. He is the author of 
the Louisiana Code of Evidence Practice 
Guide (First, Second and Third Editions). 

McAuliffe, an attorney in the Metairie 
office of Frederick A. Miller & Associates, 
was recognized for his contributions as a 
LSBA leader and as chair of several LSBA 
committees. He received a BS degree in 
accounting in 1975 from the University of 
New Orleans and his JD degree in 1978 
from Loyola University College of Law. 
He served as LSBA secretary and editor of 
the Louisiana Bar Journal from 2017-19 
and on the Board of Governors from 2014-

17. He chairs the LSBA’s Unauthorized 
Practice of Law Committee and the 
LSBA’s Audit Committee and is the 
Executive Committee’s representative on 
the Access to Justice Commission (2017-
19). He was a mentor in 2015 and 2016 for 
the Transition Into Practice Program. He 
is a member of the Louisiana Association 
of Defense Counsel, the New Orleans 
Association of Defense Counsel and the 
New Orleans Bar Association.

President’s Awards 
continued from page 102

Judge Randall L. Bethancourt of Houma, right, 
received the 2019 President’s Award from 2018-19 
LSBA President Barry H. Grodsky. All photos by 
Matthew Hinton Photography. Judge Fredericka Homberg Wicker of Gretna, left, 

received the 2019 President’s Award from 2018-19 
LSBA President Barry H. Grodsky. 

Val P. Exnicios of New Orleans, left, received the 
2019 President’s Award from 2018-19 LSBA Presi-
dent Barry H. Grodsky. 

Richard K. Leefe of Metairie, left, received the 2019 
President’s Award from 2018-19 LSBA President 
Barry H. Grodsky. 

John E. McAuliffe, Jr. of Metairie, left, received 
the 2019 President’s Award from 2018-19 LSBA 
President Barry H. Grodsky. 
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Corcoran, Sternberg Receive Victory Award

Judge Zainey Recognized as First Inductee into LSBA Hall of Fame
Judge Jay C. Zainey of New Orleans, 

appointed to the U.S. District Court, 
Eastern District of Louisiana, in 2002, 
was recognized as the first inductee into 
the newly created Louisiana State Bar 
Association (LSBA) Hall of Fame for his 
contributions to the organized Bar and 
legal profession in Louisiana and spe-
cifically for his exemplary service to the 
SOLACE Program.

Judge Zainey is a co-founder of 
SOLACE, the LSBA program providing 
assistance to the legal community during 
times of tragedy, disaster and life-chang-
ing events. In 2004, he organized the 
Homeless Experience Legal Protection 
(H.E.L.P.) Program, providing free legal 
services to area homeless centers. He as-
sisted in developing a Homeless Court in 
New Orleans and is assisting in developing 

Veterans Courts in Jefferson, St. Tammany, 
Terrebonne and Lafourche parishes and in 
federal court. During his term as LSBA 
president, he created the Community 
Action Committee and the Legal Services 
for Persons with Disabilities Committee. 
He assisted Tulane Law School in de-
veloping its Disability Law Society. He 
served on the American Bar Association’s 
(ABA) Hurricane Katrina Task Force. In 
2011, he was appointed by U.S. Supreme 
Court Chief Justice John Roberts to 
the Judiciary Commission’s Codes of 
Conduct Committee. In 2004, he and 
his wife, Joy, founded the God’s Special 
Children Program, offering services to 
people with special needs. They also co-
founded St. Andrew’s Village, a faith-
based, long-term living community for 
adults with disabilities. 

Judge Jay C. Zainey of New Orleans, left, was 
recognized as the first inductee into the newly cre-
ated LSBA Hall of Fame. Presenting the award 
was 2018-19 LSBA President Barry H. Grodsky. 
Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.

Lawrence Sean Corcoran of Lake 
Charles and Scott L. Sternberg of New 
Orleans received the 2019 Stephen T. 
Victory Memorial Award, recogniz-
ing outstanding contributions to the 
Louisiana Bar Journal. Corcoran was 
recognized for his article, “A Member’s 
Powerful Story of Addiction, Surrender, 
Recovery and Hope,” published in the 
February/March 2019 issue. Sternberg 
was recognized for the accompanying 
interview published with Corcoran’s ar-
ticle.

Corcoran is a divorce and child cus-
tody attorney and a licensed family law 
mediator in Lake Charles. He is owner 
of Corcoran Law Firm, L.L.C. Since 
2015, he has served as an assistant dis-
trict attorney in Calcasieu Parish. He 
earned his JD degree from Louisiana 
State University Paul M. Hebert Law 
Center. He is treasurer of the Southwest 
Louisiana Bar Association’s Young 

Lawyers Division 
and serves on 
the board of the 
Calcasieu Parish 
Communications 
District. He is a 
former board mem-
ber of the Literacy 
Council of South-
west Louisiana 
and of Rebuilding 
Together Calcasieu.

Sternberg is a partner at Sternberg, 
Naccari & White, L.L.C., with offices 
in New Orleans and Baton Rouge, 
where he focuses on business, general 
litigation and media matters. His media 
focus has involved litigation for news-
papers and legal and legislative work 
for the Louisiana Press Association. 
He received a BA degree in journalism 
from Louisiana State University and his 
JD degree from LSU Paul M. Hebert 

Law Center. He is the 2019-20 chair of 
the LSBA’s Young Lawyers Division 
and chaired the first Louisiana Young 
Lawyers Conference in 2019. 

John E. McAuliffe, Jr., left, 2017-19 LSBA sec-
retary, presented the Victory Award to Scott L. 
Sternberg. Lawrence Sean Corcoran also re-
ceived the award (not in attendance). Photo by 
Matthew Hinton Photography.

Lawrence Sean 
Corcoran
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Brown Receives 
McKay Memorial 

Award
Jasmine N. Brown of New Orleans 

received the 2019 Leah Hipple McKay 
Memorial Award for Outstanding 
Volunteerism.

An associate in the Metairie office 
of Blue Williams, L.L.P., Brown earned 
her bachelor’s degree, cum laude, in 
business administration in 2009 from 
Loyola University and her JD degree in 
2016 from Louisiana State University 
Paul M. Hebert Law Center. She is a 
member of Blue Williams’ Diversity and 
Community Action Committee. She is 
involved in several community efforts 
that target homelessness, women’s em-
powerment and mass incarceration. She 
is the founder of a mentorship program, 
Beautifully You, which mentors young 
women who have experienced home-
lessness, sexual trauma, gun violence 
and teen pregnancy. She co-led a feed-
the-homeless initiative, Project 300, and 
has volunteered with other organizations 
serving the homeless, including Grace at 
the Greenlight, the New Orleans Mission 
and the Baton Rouge Dream Center. She 
is a facilitator of a street law class at the 
Orleans Parish Juvenile Detention Center 
and is the monthly guest speaker at the 
Rivarde Juvenile Detention Center. 

Judge Haik 
Receives Hernandez 

Award
Judge (Ret.) Richard T. Haik, Sr. 

of Opelousas received the 2019 John 
A. “T-Jean” Hernandez III Memorial 
Award, presented for achievements in 
Francophone leadership.

Judge Haik joined the Opelousas of-
fice of the law firm Morrow, Morrow, 
Ryan, Bassett & Haik as of counsel 
in 2016, after serving more than 31 
years on the state and federal bench. 
He was a judge for Louisiana’s 16th 
Judicial District Court from 1984-
91. From 1991-2016, he was a judge 
for the U.S. District Court, Western 
District of Louisiana (chief judge from 
2002-09). He earned his BS degree in 
business in 1972 from the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette and his JD 
degree in 1975 from Loyola University 
College of Law. He served in the 
Louisiana National Guard from 1971-
76, then joined the U.S. Army Reserves, 
retiring in 1979. He is a member of 
the Lafayette Bar Association, the 
Louisiana Association of Justice, the 
American Association for Justice and 
the St. Landry Parish Bar Association. 
He is the 2016 recipient of the Loyola 
University Alumni Glass Award.

Boyle Receives 
LBF’s Boisfontaine 

Award
Kim M. Boyle of New Orleans received 

the 2019 Louisiana Bar Foundation’s 
(LBF) Curtis R. Boisfontaine Trial 
Advocacy Award. The award was present-
ed at the Louisiana State Bar Association’s 
(LSBA) Annual Meeting in June.

Boyle received the award for her long-
standing devotion to and excellence in trial 
practice and for upholding the standards of 
ethics and consideration for the court, liti-
gants and all counsel.

She received a plaque and a stipend 
will be donated in her name to CASA 
New Orleans, the Innocence Project New 
Orleans and Southeast Louisiana Legal 
Services. 

A partner in the New Orleans office of 
Phelps Dunbar, L.L.P., Boyle was the first 
female African-American president of the 
LSBA (2009-10) and the first African-
American president of the New Orleans 
Bar Association (2002-03). She received 
her undergraduate degree in 1984 from 
Princeton University and her JD degree 
in 1987 from the University of Virginia 
School of Law. She received the LBF’s 
2017 Distinguished Attorney Award. She 
currently chairs the board of directors of 
the Amistad Research Center and serves 
on the board of directors of the Lawyers 
Committee for Civil Rights Under the Law.

Judge (Ret.) Richard T. Haik, Sr., left, received 
the 2019 John A. “T-Jean” Hernandez III 
Memorial Award. Presenting the award was 
2018-19 LSBA President Barry H. Grodsky. 
Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.

Jasmine N. Brown, left, received the 2019 Leah 
Hipple McKay Memorial Award for Outstanding 
Volunteerism. Presenting the award was 2018-
19 LSBA President Barry H. Grodsky. Photo by 
Matthew Hinton Photography.

Kim M. Boyle, left, received the 2019 Louisiana 
Bar Foundation’s (LBF) Curtis R. Boisfontaine 
Trial Advocacy Award. Presenting the award 
was LBF 2019-20 President Amanda W. Barnett. 
Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.
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LSBA YLD 2019-20 Officers and Council Installed
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The Louisiana State Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division’s (LSBA YLD) 
2019-20 officers and council members 
were installed June 6, in conjunction with 
the LSBA’s Annual Meeting in Destin, Fla.

Scott L. Sternberg, a partner in the 
law firm Sternberg, Naccari & White, 
L.L.C. (offices in New Orleans and Baton 
Rouge), was installed as 2019-20 YLD 
chair by Louisiana Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson.

Also sworn in as officers were Chair-
Elect Carrie LeBlanc Jones, Baton 
Rouge, chief legal officer and general 
counsel for the Louisiana State Board of 
Nursing (she will assume the chair’s posi-
tion in 2020-21); Secretary Graham H. 
Ryan, a partner in the New Orleans of-
fice of law firm Jones Walker LLP; and 
Immediate Past Chair Dylan T. Thriffiley, 
assistant vice president of compliance for 
Ochsner Health System in New Orleans.

Justice Johnson also installed members 
of the 2019-20 YLD Council.

District 1: Randy J. (RJ) Marse, Jr., 
an associate in the New Orleans office of 
law firm Liskow & Lewis, A.P.L.C.; and 
Kristen D. Amond, an associate in the 
New Orleans office of law firm Fishman 
Haygood, L.L.P.

District 2: Shayna B. Morvant, man-
aging partner of the law firm Beevers & 

Beevers, L.L.P., in Gretna; and Betty A. 
Maury, judicial law clerk for Judge Lee V. 
Faulkner, Jr., 24th Judicial District Court, 
Gretna.

District 3: Megan E. Réaux, an associ-
ate in the law firm Hill & Beyer, A.P.L.C., 
in Lafayette.

District 4: Elizabeth F. Shea, an asso-
ciate in the law firm Stockwell, Sievert, 
Viccellio, Clements & Shaddock, L.L.P., 
in Lake Charles.

District 5: Loren D. Shanklin, a part-
ner in the law firm Smith Shanklin Sosa, 
L.L.C., in Baton Rouge; and Rachal Cox 
Cassagne, an associate in the Baton Rouge 
office of law firm McGlinchey Stafford, 
P.L.L.C.

District 6: Joshua J. Dara, Jr., an asso-
ciate in the law firm Gold, Weems, Bruser, 

Sues & Rundell, A.P.L.C., in Alexandria.
District 7: Russell A. Woodard, Jr., 

a solo practitioner in the Law Offices of 
Russell A. Woodard, Jr., L.L.C., in Ruston.

District 8: Joshua K. Williams, an as-
sistant district attorney for Caddo Parish in 
Shreveport. 

At-Large Representative: Senae 
D. Hall, an assistant district attorney for 
Caddo Parish in Shreveport.

American Bar Association Young 
Lawyers Division Representative: 
Danielle L. Borel, an associate in the 
Baton Rouge office of law firm Breazeale, 
Sachse & Wilson, L.L.P.

Young Lawyer Member/American 
Bar Association House of Delegates: 
Valerie E. Fontenot, an associate in the law 
firm Frilot, L.L.C., in New Orleans.

Louisiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson, left, administered the oath of office to Scott L. Sternberg, 2019-20 Young Lawyers Division chair. 
Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.

Louisiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson, left, administered the oath of office to 
members of the 2019-20 Young Lawyers Division. Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.
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YLD Members Receive Bat P. Sullivan, Jr. 
Chair’s Awards

Danielle L. Borel of Baton Rouge 
and Graham H. Ryan of New Orleans 
received the 2019 Louisiana State Bar 
Association (LSBA) Young Lawyers 
Division Bat P. Sullivan, Jr. Chair’s 
Award.

Borel, an associate in the Baton 
Rouge office of Breazeale, Sachse 
& Wilson, L.L.P., received a BS de-
gree, magna cum laude, in 2011 from 
Louisiana State University and her JD 
degree, magna cum laude, in 2014 from 
LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center. She is 
the American Bar Association’s (ABA) 
Young Lawyers Division representative 
on the LSBA’s Young Lawyers Division 
Council. She is a member of the ABA’s 
Health Law Section and was recog-
nized as an Emerging Young Lawyer 
in Healthcare by the ABA Health Law 
Section in 2019. In her community, she 
is a member of the board of directors and 
chairs the advisory board for Lighthouse 
Louisiana and volunteers for PulseBR 
(American Heart Association).

Ryan, a partner in the New Orleans of-
fice of Jones Walker LLP, graduated sum-
ma cum laude in finance from Louisiana 
State University, received his law de-
gree from LSU Paul M. Hebert Law 
Center and is an alumnus of the Harvard 
Negotiation Institute dispute resolution 
program. He is serving as the 2019-20 
secretary of the LSBA’s Young Lawyers 
Division Council and is a member of 
the LSBA’s Legislation Committee and 
Access to Justice Committee. He was 
honored as a “Top 40 Young Lawyer” na-
tionally by the American Bar Association 
(ABA) and co-chaired the ABA YLD 
Litigation Committee. In his community, 
he is a commissioner for the Lakeview 
Crime Prevention District (New Orleans) 
and is a former chair of HandsOn New 
Orleans, a nonprofit volunteer center 
founded after Hurricane Katrina. He also 
is an attorney volunteer to the homeless 
and veterans at the Father Harry Tompson 
Rebuild Center in New Orleans.

Danielle L. Borel, left, and Graham H. Ryan, right, were presented the Bat P. Sullivan, Jr. Chair’s Award by 
2018-19 Young Lawyers Division Chair Dylan T. Thriffiley. Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.

2018-19 Young Lawyers Division Chair Dylan T. Thriffiley presents 2018-19 LSBA President Barry H. 
Grodsky with a token of appreciation on behalf of the Young Lawyers Division. Photo by Matthew Hinton 
Photography.
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Lots of activities for the young and young at heart. 
Skylar Rosenbloom slides down an inflatable with his 
daughter Claire at the indoor Beach Bash - moved 
inside due to weather. 

Being Presidential. Former, current and soon-to-be Louisiana State Bar Association presidents, 
from left, Richard K. Leefe, Barry H. Grodsky, Dona Kay Renegar, S. Guy deLaup, Alainna 
R. Mire and Robert A. Kutcher.

Judge Randall L. Bethancourt was sworn in as president of the Louisiana 
Center for Law and Civic Education by Louisiana Supreme Court Justice 

John L. Weimer. With him is his wife Adrienne.

Outgoing LSBA President Barry H. Grodsky leads a round of applause 
for incoming President Robert A. Kutcher during his address.

Attending the Opening Reception in the Exhibit Hall during Annual Meeting were Amanda 
Hunt, Hon. Robin D. Pittman, Kim M. Boyle,  Hon. Tracey Flemings-Davillier, Hon. Karelia 
Stewart and Valerie E. Fontenot. 

Brad Tate, Dona Renegar, Shayna L. Sonnier and 
Alainna Mire at the Installation Luncheon during 
Annual Meeting. 

2019 LSBA Annual Meeting
All photos by Matthew Hinton Photography.
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Barry H. Grodsky and H. Minor Pipes greeted attendees.

Incoming LSBA President Robert A. Kutcher, on stage with his family 
members during his induction, received a special gift from his children, 
a Hawaiian shirt - which he is known for wearing - imprinted with his 

face and legal icons.

Attending the Supreme Court reception during Annual Meeting were 
Dean Patricia W. Bennett, Justice Scott Crichton and Hon. David Ritchie.

Louisiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson addressed the Annual Meet-
ing attendees during the General Assembly.

Incoming LSBA President Robert A. Kutcher received 
his presidential pin from outgoing President Barry 

H. Grodsky. 

Robert A. Kutcher and family all wearing copies of the special Hawaiian 
shirt, pictured at the indoor Beach Bash are, from left, Jessie Kutcher, 
Molly Rosenbloom, Renee Kutcher, Robert A. Kutcher, Claire Rosenbloom, 

Brittany Rosenbloom, Emma Rosenbloom and Skylar Rosenbloom.


