
 

 

LOUISIANA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
9 a.m.  Saturday, January 25, 2014 

Renaissance Baton Rouge Hotel 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

Mr. Leefe called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m., which delay was caused by inclement weather. 
 
I. Certification of Quorum by the Secretary 

Mr. Grodsky certified that there was a quorum. The roll call is attached as an addendum to 
these minutes. 
  

II. Recognition of Deceased Members of the House of Delegates 
Mr. Leefe asked the House for a moment of silence in memory of Orlando N. Hamilton, Jr. 
of Oak Grove, who passed away in November at the age of 85. Mr. Hamilton served in the 
House from 1984/1985 through 1987/1988 and from 1990/1991 through 2009/2010.  

 
III. Reports of Standing Committees of the House * 
 

1. Jeffrey A. Riggs, Liaison Committee Chair (oral report) 
Mr. Riggs reported on efforts to foster inter-session communications among House 
members using Linked In and referred members to the handout which was distributed. 

 
IV. Reports of Officers, Board of Governors, Standing Committees and Sections of the 

Louisiana State Bar Association * 
 

1. Richard K. Leefe, President 
Mr. Leefe gave a brief report on a number of successful programs, including the 
December 2013 Danube River CLE cruise. He also advised that plans were underway 
for a program to be held in conjunction with Lafayette’s Festival Internationale, 
scheduled for late April 2014. 

 
2. Joseph L. “Larry” Shea, Jr., President-Elect 

 Mr. Shea gave a brief report on plans for the Annual Meeting/Summer School and 
encouraged all to attend. 

 
3. Barry H. Grodsky, Secretary 

Mr. Grodsky gave a brief report on the Louisiana Bar Journal, as well as the Committee 
on the Profession’s mentoring program scheduled to start on January 1, 2015. He 
urged House members to participate. 

 
4. Steven G. “Buzz”  Durio, Treasurer 

Mr. Durio gave a brief report and advised that the FY 2012/2013 audit had been 
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completed and the LSBA received another clean audit. 
 
V. Reports of Special Committees of the Louisiana State Bar Association* 
 There were no additional oral reports. Written reports were distributed via email. 
 
VI. Other Reports* 
 

1. Louisiana Judicial College 
Judge John Michael Guidry made a presentation regarding the LJC's mission to 
educate the judiciary and its need for additional funding to do that effectively. Judge 
Guidry advised that the LJC would seek approval from the Legislature during the 
2014 Session for a dedicated filing fee of .50 on all civil filings, excluding domestic 
and juvenile. This dedicated fee would be utilized to generate the needed additional 
funding for LJC.  

 
By the requisite two-thirds vote, the House voted to suspend its Rules to consider 
Judge Guidry’s request to support such a bill in the Louisiana Legislature. 

 
Upon motion by Mr. Abaunza and second by Mr. Kutcher, the House voted to support 
the funding initiative as presented by the Louisiana Judicial College and to inform 
the Legislation Committee of its decision. 

 
2. Louisiana Client Assistance Foundation 
 Louisiana Client Assistance Foundation (LCAF) President Frank X. Neuner, Jr. 

reported that LCAF pays claims based on recommendations from the LSBA’s Client 
Assistance Fund Committee, which is chaired by David W. Leefe. Mr. Neuner advised 
that since 2001, the Fund had paid almost $2 million to 382 claimants. He further 
advised that there are 56 open claims with potential exposure of $432,000. He reported 
that funding for LCAF comes from the Louisiana Outside Counsel Health and 
Education Foundation (LOCHEF), and that annual contributions from that group are 
scheduled to continue until 2021. He referred members to the written report for 
additional information. 

 
VII. Old Business 
  
 There was no old business to come before the House. 
 
VIII. Approval of Minutes 

 
Consideration of approval of the Minutes of the June 6, 2013 Meeting of the House of 
Delegates, held in Destin, Florida. 
 
Upon motion by Robert A. Kutcher and second by Mr. Riggs, the House unanimously 
approved the minutes as presented. 
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IX. Elections 
 
Before the elections began, Mr. Leefe advised that Mr. Kutcher would be resigning from 
the House of Delegates and the Liaison Committee at the conclusion of the June 5 House 
meeting so that he could be sworn in as LSBA Treasurer. Mr. Leefe further advised that 
although the HOD Rules allowed the President to fill vacancies on the Committee, he 
would in June ask the House for a suspension of its Rules so that the House itself could 
choose someone to serve the remaining year of Mr. Kutcher’s term. 

 
1. Election of one member to serve a three-year term on the House of Delegates Liaison 

Committee, to commence at the conclusion of the 2014 Annual Meeting and end at 
the conclusion of the 2017 Annual Meeting. This member shall be elected from 
House of Delegates members representing the 20th through 42nd Judicial Districts. 
 
Mr. Kutcher made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that Jacob Braud of the 25th Judicial District be 
elected to the House of Delegates Liaison Committee as a member 
representing the 20th through 42nd Judicial Districts, for a three year 
term to commence at the conclusion of the 2014 Annual Meeting and 
to end at the conclusion of the 2017 Annual Meeting.”  

 
Mr. Pujol made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that Christopher Bridges of the 23rd
 Judicial 

District be elected to the House of Delegates Liaison Committee as a 
member representing the 20th through 42nd Judicial Districts, for a 
three year term to commence at the conclusion of the 2014 Annual 
Meeting and to end at the conclusion of the 2017 Annual Meeting.”  
 

The motion to close the nominations was made and adopted.  A hand-count vote was 
taken and Mr. Braud was declared elected. 

 
2. Election, from the three Liaison Committee members, of a Chair of the House of 

Delegates Liaison Committee for 2014-2015, whose term will commence at the 
conclusion of the 2014 Annual Meeting. The Chair of the Liaison Committee is a 
voting member of the Board of Governors. 

 
“BE IT RESOLVED that Tricia A. Pierre of the 15th Judicial District 
be elected Chair of the House of Delegates Liaison Committee for a 
one-year term to commence at the conclusion of the 2014 Annual 
Meeting and to end at the conclusion of the 2015 Annual Meeting.” 

 
Ms. Pierre was elected by acclamation. 
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X. Resolutions 
  
 Committee Resolutions 
 

1. Resolution from the Rules of Professional Conduct Committee to amend Rule 1.15 of 
the Rules of Professional Conduct, to require reconciliation of client trust accounts at 
least monthly, as well as maintenance of such records of the reconciliation(s). 
Jack K. Whitehead, Jr. made the following motion, which was seconded by Robert A. 
Kutcher.  
 

“BE IT RESOLVED, that the resolution from the Rules of Professional 
Conduct Committee to amend Rule 1.15 of the Rules of Professional 
Conduct, to require reconciliation of client trust accounts at least 
monthly, as well as maintenance of such records of the 
reconciliations(s) be adopted.” 

 
Rules of Professional Conduct Committee Chair Richard C. Stanley reviewed the 
proposed change and advised that committee felt it was in the best interest of the 
lawyer and his/her clients for the lawyer’s trust account(s) to be reconciled on a 
monthly basis. Omar Mason spoke against the proposed change, citing that it would 
put a burden on solo practitioners. Mr. Whitehead and John F. Robichaux spoke in 
favor of the resolution. 
 
After a unanimous vote to end the debate, the House voted to approve the resolution. 
 

2. Resolution from the Rules of Professional Conduct Committee to ask the Louisiana 
Supreme Court to adopt recent ABA changes with regard to: 

 Rule 1.0 – change reference from “email” to “electronic communications” 
 Rule 1.6(b)(7) – regarding confidentiality of information 
 Rule 1.6(c) – regarding confidentiality of information 
 Rule 1.18 – regarding duties to prospective clients 
 Rule 4.4 – regarding respect for rights of third persons 
 Rule 5.3 – regarding responsibilities regarding non-lawyer assistance. 

 
James J. Davidson III made the following motion, which was seconded by Winfield 
E. Little, Jr. 

 
“BE IT RESOLVED, that the resolution from the Rules of Professional 
Conduct Committee to ask the Louisiana Supreme Court to amend 
Rules 1.0, 1.6(b)(7), 1.6(c), 1.18, 4.4, and 5.3 be adopted.” 

 
Rules of Professional Conduct Committee Chair Richard C. Stanley reviewed the 
proposed changes and advised that they were non-substantive in nature. 
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Amanda Strickland Stout made the following motion, which was duly seconded: 
 
“BE IT RESOLVED, that Rule 4.4(b) as amended reads as follows 
(originally proposed changes are underlined; new changes appear in 
red): 

 
Rule 4.4 Respect for Rights of Third Persons 

 
(a) In representing a client, a lawyer shall not use means that have no 

substantial purpose other than to embarrass, delay, or burden a third 
person, or use methods of obtaining evidence that violate the legal 
rights of such a person. 
 

(b) A lawyer who receives a writing or electronically stored information 
that, on its face, appears to be subject to the attorney-client privilege 
or otherwise confidential, under circumstances where it is clear that 
the writing or electronically stored information was not intended for 
the receiving lawyer, shall refrain from examining or reading the 
writing or electronically stored information, promptly notify the 
sending lawyer, and return the writing or delete the electronically 
stored information. 

 
After a unanimous vote to end the debate, the House voted to approve the amendment. 

 
After a brief additional discussion, the House voted to approve the motion as 
amended.  

 
Section Resolution 
 
3. Resolution from ADR Section to amend its Bylaws 

 
Jeffrey A. Riggs made the following motion, which was seconded by Winfield E. 
Little, Jr.: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution from the ADR Section to amend 
its Bylaws be adopted.” 

 
ADR Section Chair Paul B. Breaux reviewed the proposed changes, which he advised 
were unanimously approved by the Section at its annual meeting. 
 
The House unanimously approved the resolution as presented. 

 
Member Resolutions 
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4. Resolution from Bill of Rights Section Chair Leo C. Hamilton urging the LSBA to: 
 Strengthen its commitment and efforts to improve availability of a full-range 

of legal services to all citizens of Louisiana; 
 Actively participate in the Louisiana Bar Foundation’s Louisiana Campaign to 

Preserve Legal Aid by establishing specific goals for various groups within 
the LSBA; and 

 Encourage Louisiana lawyers to expand their pro bono efforts. 
 

Michael W. McKay made the following motion, which was seconded by Joseph L. 
Shea, Jr.: 

 
“BE IT RESOLVED, that the resolution from Bill of Rights Section 
Chair Leo C. Hamilton urging the LSBA to: strengthen its commitment 
and efforts to improve availability of a full-range of legal services to all 
citizens of Louisiana; actively participate in the Louisiana Bar 
Foundation’s Louisiana Campaign to Preserve Legal Aid by 
establishing specific goals for various groups within the LSBA; and 
encourage Louisiana lawyers to expand their pro bono efforts be 
adopted.” 

 
Bill of Rights Section Chair Leo C. Hamilton reviewed the resolution and advised that 
the Louisiana Bar Foundation was the second largest funder of Legal Services 
Corporations in Louisiana. 
 
Mr. Riggs made the following motion, which Mr. Whitehead seconded: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED, that the second item after the final whereas of the 
resolution shall read as follows (changes appear in red): 

 
(2) Actively participate in the efforts of the Louisiana Bar 
Foundation’s Louisiana Campaign to Preserve Legal Aid to 
increase contributions by establishing goals of a 100 percent 
participation rate by members of the House of Delegates and Board 
of Governors, 75 percent of Louisiana State Bar Association 
Section, and a 50 percent participation rate by all lawyers. 

 
Mr. McKay spoke against the proposed amendment. 
 
After a unanimous vote to end the debate, the House defeated the motion to amend. 
 
James C. Gulotta, Jr., Mr. Shea and W. Michael Street spoke in favor of the 
resolution as originally presented. 
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After a unanimous vote to end debate on the original motion, the House voted to 
approve the motion. 
 

5. Resolution from 15th Judicial District Delegate Jeffrey A. Riggs and Solo and Small 
Firm Section Chair Richard W. Martinez urging the Louisiana Supreme Court to 
adopt proposed Rule 1.19 of the Rules of Professional Conduct regarding preparation 
of succession plans by lawyers. 
 
Mr. Riggs made the following motion, which was duly seconded: 

 
“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution urging the Louisiana Supreme 
Court to adopt proposed Rule 1.19 of the Rules of Professional 
Conduct regarding preparation of succession plans by lawyers be 
adopted.” 

 
Adrian Nadeau spoke in opposition to the resolution, stating that the Lawyers in 
Transition Committee had already sent something very similar to the Supreme Court for 
approval and deemed this resolution unnecessary.  
 
Mr. Riggs advised that his resolution did not require succession plans for lawyers, but 
merely encouraged them. 
  
Steven G. Durio spoke in favor of the resolution, citing that the Supreme Court was 
reluctant to approve the resolution previously adopted by the House due to the original 
resolution’s immunity provision. 
 
Mr. McKay spoke against the resolution, citing that it was a major change from the 
position previously adopted by the House. He further indicated that the Lawyers in 
Transition Committee (which submitted the resolution previously approved by the House) 
believes that lawyer succession plans should be mandatory and that he agrees. 
 
Mr. Stanley spoke against the resolution, indicating that it was his understanding that the 
original resolution was still under consideration by the Supreme Court and that the 
House should wait for final disposition on that resolution prior to taking any additional 
action. 
 
Mickey S. deLaup made a motion to table the resolution, which was seconded by Mr. 
Kutcher. 
 
The House voted to table the resolution. 

 
XI. Other Business 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 
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     Respectfully Submitted: 

       

      Barry H. Grodsky 
      Secretary 
 
 
APPROVED BY HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
JUNE 5, 2014 
DESTIN, FL 
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ADDENDUM TO 1/25/2014 HOD MINUTES 
 

2013-14 HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
ATTENDANCE ▪ 2014 MIDYEAR MEETING 

 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (14 seats) Parish of Caddo 

Claude W. Bookter, Jr. 
James L. Fortson, Jr.  

PRESENT Stephen Christopher Fortson BY PROXY TO Brad Wilkerson 
PRESENT John M. Frazier BY PROXY TO Seth M. Moyers 
PRESENT John R. Herzog BY PROXY TO Louis Avallone 

W. James Hill III 
Richard M. John 
Kevin R. Molloy 
Jason Michael Nash 
Marshall R. Pearce 

PRESENT Nyle A. Politz BY PROXY TO Joseph L. “Larry” Shea, Jr. 
PRESENT Kenneth Craig Smith, Jr. BY PROXY TO Karelia Stewart 
PRESENT Paul L. Wood 

 
1BSECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parishes of Bienville, Claiborne & Jackson 
2B 
 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parishes of Lincoln & Union 
\  Cary T. Brown 
4PRESENT Tyler G. Storms 

 
FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (11 seats) Parishes of Morehouse & Ouachita 
PRESENT Elizabeth J. Guerriero BY PROXY TO William “Mike” Street 

17 
Jeffrey D. Guerriero 
Paul L. Hurd  

PRESENT Charles L. Kincade BY PROXY TO Thomas Hayes, III 
PRESENT Ramsey L. Ogg 
5B  Alex W. Rankin 

Arthur L. Stewart 
PRESENT David J. Summersgill, Jr. BY PROXY TO Ashley L. Smith 
PRESENT18B Thomas G. Zentner, Jr. 
 
6BFIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parishes of Franklin, Richland, & West Carroll 
PRESENT John Clay Hamilton 
19B  John Hoychick, Jr. 

Ann B. McIntyre 
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7BSIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parishes of East Carroll, Madison & Tensas 
PRESENT George F. Fox, Jr. 
 
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parishes of Catahoula & Concordia 

John C. Reeves 
Ann S. Siddall 

 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Winn 
 
NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (7 seats) Parish of Rapides 

20B 
Robert L. Beck III 
Robert L. Bussey 
Charles D. Elliott 
Howard B. Gist III 

21B  Mark F. Vilar 
PRESENT Zebulon M. Winstead 
PRESENT Christie C. Wood 
 
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Natchitoches 
22BPRESENT Keenan K. Kelly 

Charles R. Whitehead, Jr. 
 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Sabine 
8B  William Daniel Dyess 
 
9BTWELFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Avoyelles 
23B  Douglas L. Bryan 
10B  Dan B. McKay, Jr. 
 
11BTHIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Evangeline 

Timmy J. Fontenot 
 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (9 seats) Parish of Calcasieu 
24B25B  Theresa A. Barnatt 

26B Brian Lee Coody 
PRESENT L. Paul Foreman BY PROXY TO Winfield Little, Jr. 
PRESENT Thomas L. Lorenzi BY PROXY TO Robert Guillory, Jr.  
PRESENT Robert C. McCorquodale 

David Daniel Palay, Jr. 
Larry E. Pichon 
Betty A. Raglin  

PRESENT John F. Robichaux 
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12BFIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (13 seats) Parishes of Acadia, Lafayette & Vermillion 
27BPRESENT Homer Ed Barousse, Jr. BY PROXY TO Francis X. Neuner, Jr. 

Ariel A. Campos, Sr. 
28BPRESENT Dean A. Cole BY PROXY TO Steven G. Durio 
PRESENT Kyle L. Gideon BY PROXY TO James J. Davidson, III 

Matthew J. Hill, Jr.  
Andrew B. Mims 
Joseph R. Oelkers III 
Barbara A. Olinde 
Donovan J. O’Pry II 

PRESENT Tricia R. Pierre 
PRESENT Jeffrey A. Riggs 

Michael D. Skinner 
Juliette B. Wade 
 

SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (8 seats) Parishes of Iberia, St. Martin & St. Mary 
29B Adolph B. Curet III 
30B Eric P.  Duplantis 

Paul T. Landry 
Marsha McNulty 
Andrew Reed 
Maggie T. Simar 
Anne G. Stevens 
Dennis R. Stevens 

 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parish of Lafourche 

David G. Arceneaux 
Matthew Ferdinand Block 

32B 
Annette Marie Fontana 

PRESENT Robert M. Pugh 
13B Nicholas J. Zeringue 

 
EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (4 seats) Parishes of Iberville, Pointe Coupee & 

West Baton Rouge  

Chad Avery Aguillard 
PRESENT Felicia F. Davis 

Stephen Philibert Jewell   
Francis A. Smith, Jr. 

 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (21 seats) Parish of East Baton Rouge 
PRESENT B. Scott Andrews 
PRESENT Kelly E. Balfour BY PROXY TO Carrie LeBlanc Jones 
PRESENT Jesse H. Bankston, Jr. 
PRESENT Dana B. Brown BY PROXY TO Kathy Wright 
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PRESENT James D. “David” Caldwell, Jr. 
PRESENT Jack M. Dampf 
PRESENT Juan M. “John” Delgado 
PRESENT Michael D. Ferachi BY PROXY TO John Church 
PRESENT Frank A. Fertitta 
PRESENT C. Kevin Hayes  

C. Frank Holthaus 
PRESENT Stephen M. Irving BY PROXY TO Larry Murray 
PRESENT Jay M. Jalenak, Jr.  
PRESENT Michael W. McKay 
PRESENT Adrian G. Nadeau 
PRESENT Alejandro R. “Al” Perkins BY PROXY TO Julie Baxter 
PRESENT Glen R. Petersen 
PRESENT Valerie T. Schexnayder 
PRESENT Amanda S. Stout 
PRESENT David Abboud Thomas BY PROXY TO Grant Guillot 
PRESENT Jack K. Whitehead, Jr. 
 
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parishes of East Feliciana & West Feliciana 
PRESENT Samuel Christopher D’Aquilla 
PRESENT Michael L. Hughes 
 
TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (9 seats) Parishes of Livingston, St. Helena & 

Tangipahoa 
PRESENT Mary E. Heck Barrios 
PRESENT Erik L. Burns 

Anthony Todd Caruso 
PRESENT Douglas T. Curet 

Steven J. Farber 
Jay J. Harris 
D. Blayne Honeycutt 

PRESENT Robert W. Morgan 
Carolyn F. Ott 

 
TWENTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (12 seats) Parishes of St. Tammany & 

Washington 
 Clayton J. Borne IV 

Eric K. Buerger 
Roy K. Burns, Jr. 

PRESENT William Harvell Burris 
PRESENT Olivier Provosty Carriere II BY PROXY TO Michael Holoway 

Gordon Timothy Herrin 
Robert C. Lehman 

PRESENT D’Andrea Vel McMooain-Chatman 
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J. Kevin McNary 
PRESENT Patrice W. Oppenheim BY PROXY TO Andrew Capitelli  
PRESENT Eugene T. Rhee 
 
TWENTY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parishes of Ascension, Assumption & 

St. James 
14BPRESENT Christopher J. Bridges 

15B Lana O. Chaney 
Michael J. Poirrier 

PRESENT Timothy E. Pujol 
PRESENT Jennifer S. Van Metre 
 
TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (19 seats) Parish of Jefferson 

Allen I. Boudreaux, Jr. 
PRESENT Robert J. Caluda BY PROXY TO Mickey deLaup 
PRESENT Thomas Christopher Cerullo 
PRESENT David L. Colvin BY PROXY TO Thomas H. Peyton 

Sandra K. Cosby 
PRESENT S. Guy deLaup 

Michael R. Delesdernier 
PRESENT Paul C. Fleming, Jr. 
PRESENT Geralyn P. Garvey BY PROXY TO Richard K. Leefe 
PRESENT Christy M. Howley BY PROXY TO Ronald Jung 
PRESENT Robert A. Kutcher 

Adrian F. LaPeyronnie III 
John J. Lee, Jr. 
Scott W. McQuaig 
Roy A. Raspanti 
George B. Recile 

PRESENT Thomas F. Schexnayder 
PRESENT Mettery I. Sherry, Jr. BY PROXY TO Erin O. Braud 

Tina Louise Suggs 
 
TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Plaquemine 
PRESENT S. Jacob Braud 

Dominick Scandurro, Jr. 
 
TWENTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (6 seats) Parishes of Bossier & Webster 

John Zachary Blanchard, Jr. 
Ryan E. Gatti 

PRESENT Amanda J. Hulett 
Patrick R. Jackson 
J. Kyle McCotter 
Ross E. Shacklette 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (4 seats) Parish of St. Landry 

Francis A. Olivier III 
 John L. Olivier 

Jacque B. Pucheu, Jr.  
Randy Wagley 

 
TWENTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of LaSalle 

Steven Paul Kendrick 
 
TWENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parish of St. Charles 
PRESENT Steven F. Griffith, Sr. BY PROXY TO Paula Ates 

Gregory A. Miller 
PRESENT Robert L. Raymond BY PROXY TO Monte Mollere 
 
THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parish of Vernon 

D. Wayne Bush 
Tony C. Tillman 

 
THIRTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Jefferson Davis 
PRESENT Richard M. Arceneaux 
 
THIRTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parish of Terrebonne 

Charles C. Bourque, Jr. 
Sye Joseph Broussard 
Kassie L. Hargis 
Heather Chapin McAllister 
Patricia P. Reeves-Floyd 

 
THIRTY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Allen 

Mary Hebert Holmes 
Michael Bruce Holmes 

 
THIRTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parish of St. Bernard 
PRESENT Roberta L. Burns 
PRESENT Tracy Helen Duplantier 
PRESENT Michael A. Gorbaty 
PRESENT Gregory J. Noto 
PRESENT Paul A. Tabary III 
 
THIRTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Grant 
16B 
 
THIRTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Beauregard 

Elizabeth B. Carr  
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THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Caldwell 
PRESENT Brian E. Frazier BY PROXY TO James Mixon 
 
THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Cameron 

Robert James Sheffield, Jr. 
  

THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Red River 
John Q. Davis 

 
FORTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parish of St. John the Baptist 
PRESENT Vercell F. Fiffie 

William D. O’Regan III 
Richard B. Stricks 

 
FORTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (33 seats) Parish of Orleans 
PRESENT Donald R. Abaunza 
PRESENT  Glenn  B. Adams 
PRESENT Francis J. Barry, Jr. 
PRESENT Ashley L. Belleau BY PROXY TO Omar K. Mason 
PRESENT Jack C. Benjamin, Jr. BY PROXY TO Marguerite “Peggy” Adams 

 Andrew A. Braun 
Joseph M. Bruno  

PRESENT Derwyn Del Bunton BY PROXY TO William Boggs 
Clifford E. Cardone 

PRESENT Thomas A. Casey, Jr. BY PROXY TO Cheri Grodsky 
PRESENT Jeffrey A. Clayman BY PROXY TO Craig R. Webb 
PRESENT Paul B. Deal BY PROXY TO William “Billy” King 
PRESENT Richard B. Eason, II BY PROXY TO Eric Barefield 
PRESENT William R. Forrester, Jr. 
PRESENT Judith A. Gainsburgh BY PROXY TO H. Minor Pipes, III 
PRESENT James C. Gulotta, Jr. 
PRESENT Philip K. Jones, Jr. BY PROXY TO David W. Leefe 

Ryan M. McCabe 
PRESENT André J. Mouledoux BY PROXY TO Richard Stanley 
PRESENT John H. Musser V BY PROXY TO John H. Musser, IV 

Charles M. Pisano 
PRESENT Brian P. Quirk BY PROXY TO Kelly Legier 
PRESENT Christopher K. Ralston 
PRESENT Louis Gravois Schott 

Karen Baumgarten Sher 
PRESENT Ronald J. Sholes 

John A. Stassi II 
PRESENT Patrick A. Talley, Jr. 
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PRESENT Irving J. Warshauer 
PRESENT Edward Dirk Wegmann BY PROXY TO Mark A. Cunningham 

Colby F. Wenck 
Walter I. Willard 

PRESENT Phillip A. Wittmann BY PROXY TO Stephanie Skinner 
 
FORTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of DeSoto 

Todd Mitchell Johnson 
PRESENT Adrienne D. White 
 
SECTION CHAIRS 

Michael P. Arata, Art Entertainment & Sports Law  
Richard J. Arsenault, Insurance, Tort, Worker’s Comp & Admiralty Law  
J. Robert Ates, Civil Law & Litigation  
Brian M. Begue, Administrative Law  

PRESENT Paul F. Bell, Labor & Employment 
PRESENT Paul W. Breaux, Alternative Dispute Resolution  

Susan J. Burkenstock, Trusts, Estate, Probate & Immovable Property Law  
PRESENT  Robert P. Cuccia BY PROXY TO Robert Levy, Family Law 
PRESENT Ariel K. DiGiulio, Animal Law  

Vanessa M. D’Souza, Intellectual Property 
PRESENT  Val P. Exnicios, Class Action, Mass Torts & Complex Litigation  

Steven J. Farber, Government & Public Law  
Gilbert F. Ganucheau, Health Law  
Demarcus Gordon, Minority Involvement 
Keith B. Hall, Environmental Law 

PRESENT Leo C. Hamilton, Bill of Rights  
Larry C. Hebert, Mineral Law  
Louis C. LaCour, Appellate  
Caroline D. Lafourcade,  
Lynn Luker, Civil Law & Litigation  
Tristan E. Manthey, Bankruptcy Law  
Richard W. Martinez, Solo & Small Firm  
Alexander M. McIntyre, Antitrust & Trade Regulation  
J. Marshall Page III, International Law  
Warren A. Perrin, Francophone  
Leon J. Reymond III, Corporate & Business Law  
H. B. Shreves, Fidelity, Surety & Construction Law  
David A. Szwak, Consumer Protection Law  
Joseph P. Tynan, Bench & Bar  
Michael S. Walsh, Criminal Law 

PRESENT Jamie Watts, Public Utility 
 



 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION PROPOSED BY THE 
RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT COMMITTEE 

OF THE LOUISIANA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 
 

WHEREAS, the LSBA Rules of Professional Conduct Committee ("Committee") is 
charged as part of its mission, to monitor and evaluate developments in legal ethics and when 
appropriate to recommend changes to the Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Committee is comprised of LSBA members from all geographic areas 

of the state and practice groups; 
 

WHEREAS, the Committee recommends that Rule 1.15 be amended as follows: 
 

SAFEKEEPING PROPERTY 
(a) A lawyer shall hold property of clients or third persons that is in a lawyer's possession 
in connection with a representation separate from the lawyer's own property.  Except as 
provided in (g) and the IOLTA Rules below, funds shall be kept in one or more separate 
interest-bearing client trust accounts maintained in a bank or savings and loan 
association:  1) authorized by federal or state law to do business in Louisiana, the deposits 
of which are insured by an agency of the federal government; 2) in the state where the 
lawyer's primary office is situated, if not within Louisiana; or 3) elsewhere with the 
consent of the client or third person. No earnings on a client trust account may be made 
available to or utilized by a lawyer or law firm.  Other property shall be identified as such 
and appropriately safeguarded.  Complete records of such account funds, including 
monthly reconciliations, and other property shall be kept by the lawyer and shall be 
preserved for a period of five years after termination of the representation. 
(b) A lawyer may deposit the lawyer's own funds in a client trust account for the sole 
purpose of paying bank service charges on that account or obtaining a waiver of those 
charges, but only in an amount necessary for that purpose. 
(c) A lawyer shall deposit into a client trust account legal fees and expenses that have 
been paid in advance, to be withdrawn by the lawyer only as fees are earned or expenses 
incurred.  The lawyer shall deposit legal fees and expenses into the client trust account 
consistent with Rule 1.5(f). 
(d) Upon receiving funds or other property in which a client or third person has an 
interest, a lawyer shall promptly notify the client or third person.  For purposes of this 
rule, the third person's interest shall be one of which the lawyer has actual knowledge, 
and shall be limited to a statutory lien or privilege, a final judgment addressing 
disposition of those funds or property, or a written agreement by the client or the lawyer 
on behalf of the client guaranteeing payment out of those funds or property. Except as 
stated in this rule or otherwise permitted by law or by agreement with the client, a lawyer 
shall promptly deliver to the client or third person any funds or other property that the 
client or third person is entitled to receive and, upon request by the client or third person, 
shall promptly render a full accounting regarding such property. 
(e) When in the course of representation a lawyer is in possession of property in which 
two or more persons (one of whom may be the lawyer) claim interests, the property shall 
be kept separate by the lawyer until the dispute is resolved.  The lawyer shall promptly 



distribute all portions of the property as to which the interests are not in dispute. 
(F) Every check, draft, electronic transfer, or other withdrawal instrument or authorization 
from a client trust account shall be personally signed by a lawyer or, in the case of 
electronic, telephone, or wire transfer, from a client trust account, directed by a lawyer or, 
in the case of a law firm, one or more lawyers authorized by the law firm.  A lawyer shall 
not use any debit card or automated teller machine card to withdraw funds from a client 
trust account.  On client trust accounts, cash withdrawals and checks made payable to 
"Cash" are prohibited. A lawyer shall subject all client trust accounts to a reconciliation 
process at least monthly, and shall maintain records of the reconciliation as mandated by 
this rule. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the LSBA House of Delegates 

approve the recommendation of the LSBA Rules of Professional Conduct Committee regarding 
Rule 1.15. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the LSBA House of 

Delegates respectfully refers these recommendations of the LSBA Rules of Professional Conduct 
Committee to the Supreme Court of Louisiana and recommends approval of same by the Court. 

 
      Respectfully submitted: 
      LSBA Rules of Professional Conduct Committee 
 
      Richard C. Stanley, Chair 
      Daniel A. Cavell 

Dane S. Ciolino 
Shaun G. Clarke 
Bobby J. Delise 
Val P. Exnicios 
Sam Gregorio 
Harry S. Hardin, 
III Paul J. Hebert 
Christine Lipsey 
Ryan M. McCabe 
William M. Ross 
Leslie J. Schiff 
Marta-Ann Schnabel 
Joseph L. Shea, Jr., Ad Hoc 
Edward Walters, Jr., Ad Hoc 
Lauren A. McHugh, Supreme Court 
Liaison Charles B. Plattsmier, Disciplinary 
Liaison Robert A. Kutcher, Board Liaison 

 
   This 11th day of December 2013 

 
 
APPROVED BY HOUSE OF DELEGATES AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
JANUARY 25, 2014 
BATON ROUGE, LA 























































































RESOLUTION PROPOSING TO AMEND 
BYLAWS OF THE ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION SECTION 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Alternative Dispute Resolution Section of the Louisiana State Bar 
Association held its Annual Meeting on October 18, 2013; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at that meeting the Section voted unanimously to amend its Bylaws 
to allow for meetings via telephone and/or transmitting votes and other information via 
email or other electronic media. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Delegates approve 
the following amendments to the ADR Section Bylaws: 

 
ARTICLE V 

THE COUNCIL 
 
Section 5.  Members of the Council shall vote in person when present at a meeting of the 
Council, or by voice vote when the meeting of the Council is being held via telephone 
conference.  When members contemplate absence, they may communicate their votes on any 
proposition to the Secretary-Treasurer and have them counted with the same effect as if cast 
personally at such meeting. In the event the Council is required to take action on a matter 
between Council meetings, the transmission of the proposal to the Council members via 
email or other electronic media, and their respective votes via email or other electronic media, 
will have the same force and effect as if the proposal and votes occurred during a regular 
Council meeting. 

 
Section 6.  The Chairman of the Section may submit or cause to be submitted in 

writing to each of the members of the Council any proposition upon which the Council may 
be authorized to act, and the members of the Council may vote such propositions as 
submitted, by communicating their vote thereon, in writing over their respective signatures, 
or by voice vote if participating via telephone, or via email or other electronic means to the 
Secretary Treasurer an officer of the Council, who shall record upon the minutes each 
proposition so submitted, when, how and at whose request same was submitted, and the vote 
of each member of the Council thereon, and keep a file, physical or electronic, of such written 
and signed votes. If the votes of a majority of the members of the Council so recorded shall 
be in favor of such a proposition, or if such majority shall be against such proposition, such 
majority vote shall constitute the binding action of the Council.   The Council of the Section 
may take action in the name of the Section whenever proposals are brought before the 
Council for an expression of views and recommendations to the Board of Governors of the 
Association. 

  
      Respectfully submitted: 
      LSBA ADR Section 
 
      Paul W. Breaux, Chair 
 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED BY HOUSE OF DELEGATES AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
JANUARY 25, 2014 
BATON ROUGE, LA 

 



House of Delegates Resolution 2014 
 

Resolution in Support of 
Louisiana Campaign to Preserve Civil Legal Aid 

 
 WHEREAS, providing equal access to justice and high quality legal representation to all 
Louisiana citizens is central to the mission of the Louisiana State Bar; 
 
 WHEREAS, equal access to justice plays an important role in the perception of fairness 
of the justice system; 
 
 WHEREAS, programs providing civil legal aid to low-income Louisianans are a 
fundamental component of the Bar’s effort to provide such access;  
 
 WHEREAS, civil legal aid programs in Louisiana have sustained a significant drop in 
state and federal funding and poverty in Louisiana has increased significantly over the last 6 
years causing more Louisianans to be in need of civil legal aid, as demonstrated by the following 
facts: 
 

(1) Interest rates on Lawyers Trust Account (IOLTA) funds have declined 74 percent 
between 2007 and 2011, resulting in unavoidable cuts in IOLTA funding for legal 
services for the poorest citizens; 
 

(2) Legal Services Corporation (LSC), the largest single donor nationally for civil legal 
aid, has seen funding per eligible client drop by almost 60 percent over the past 
decade; 
 

(3) Louisiana’s civil legal aid programs have lost more than a third of their LSC funding 
over the last five years; 

 
(4) Louisiana’s poverty rates are among the nation’s highest, 19.9 percent compared to 

15.9 percent nationally.  Nearly one in five Louisianans lived in poverty last year, the 
third highest rate in the nation. That includes more than 300,000 children, 28 percent; 
the fourth highest rate in the nation. 

 
WHEREAS, declines in funding combined with Louisiana’s high poverty rate overwhelm 

the limited staff and resources of civil legal aid offices, which undermine the ability of low-
income citizens to access the civil justice system, burden state agencies and resources and place 
Louisiana’s already challenged legal aid system in crisis;   

 
WHEREAS, assistance from the Louisiana State Bar and the legal community is critical 

to maintaining and developing resources that will provide low-income Louisiana citizens 
meaningful access to the justice system; 

 
WHEREAS, the Louisiana State Bar Association and Louisiana Bar Foundation, together 

with other key Louisiana legal service organizations, have united to launch and promote a 
statewide effort, the Louisiana Campaign to Preserve Civil Legal Aid.  The mission of the 
Campaign is to spread awareness and increase the resources available to address the critical need 
for civil legal aid in Louisiana.  

 



RESOLVED, that the Louisiana State Bar: 
 

(1) Strengthen its commitment and ongoing efforts to improve the availability of a full 
range of legal services to all citizens of our state, through the development and 
maintenance of adequate support and funding for civil legal services programs for 
low-income Louisiana citizens. 
 

(2) Actively participate in the efforts of the Louisiana Bar Foundation’s Louisiana 
Campaign to Preserve Civil Legal Aid to increase contributions by establishing 
goals of a 100 percent participation rate by members of the House of Delegates and 
Board of Governors, 75 percent of Louisiana State Bar Sections, and a 50 percent 
participation rate by all lawyers. 

 
(3) Encourage Louisiana lawyers to support civil legal services programs through 

enhanced pro bono work. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

Leo C. Hamilton, Bar No. 1399 
Chair, LSBA Bill of Rights Section 

 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY HOUSE OF DELEGATES AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
JANUARY 25, 2014 
BATON ROUGE, LA 
 


