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HOUSE OF DELEGATES MEETING 
9 a.m. ▪ Saturday, January 23, 2021 

Via Zoom  
 

M I N U T E S 
 

 

President Alainna R. Mire called the meeting of the House of Delegates of the Louisiana State Bar 

Association to order at 9:10 a.m., Saturday, January 23, 2021. She reminded everyone that they 

would need to use Meeting Pulse to check in for the meeting and cast their votes. She also reminded 

participants of the following special rules: 

• Candidates for positions on the Legislation and the one position on the House of Delegates 

Liaison Committee had to have qualified in advance of the meeting; and 

• Salmon slips to speak for or against any resolution had to have been submitted in advance. 

 

She also announced that all attendees would be muted by the meeting administrator to avoid 

feedback and extraneous noise. She asked attendees to unmute themselves when called upon to 

speak. 

 

Business was conducted in accordance with the agenda below. 

 

A G E N D A 

 
I. Certification of Quorum by the Secretary 

Secretary Patrick A. Talley, Jr. announced that there was a quorum. A participation roster is 

attached as an addendum to these minutes. 

 

II. Recognition of Deceased Members of the House of Delegates 

Ms. Mire asked for a moment of silence for the following deceased members of the HOD: 

• William T. Allison, 1st Judicial District 

• Daniel E. Becnel, Jr., 40th Judicial District 

• John Zachary Blanchard, Jr., 26th Judicial District 

• Fred R. DeFrancesch, 40th Judicial District 

• S. David Holladay, 19th Judicial District 

• John L. Olivier, 27th Judicial District 

• Hon. John B. Slattery, Jr., 26th Judicial District 
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III. Reports of Standing Committees of the House 

Ms. Mire announced that any reports had been emailed to House members. 

 

IV. Reports of Officers, Board of Governors, Standing Committees and Sections of the 

Louisiana State Bar Association 

1. Alainna R. Mire, President 

2. H. Minor Pipes III, President-Elect 

3. John E. McAuliffe, Jr., Treasurer 

4. Patrick A. Talley, Jr., Secretary 

After announcing that reports of the President-Elect, Secretary and Treasurer were 

distributed via email Ms. Mire gave a brief report noting: 

• Appreciation to House members for participating in the Zoom meeting necessitate by 

the COVID-19 pandemic; 

• Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson had retired on December 31, 2020 and while 

COVID prevented the LSBA from hosting an event in her honor, Ms. Mire noted Chief 

Justice Johnson’s support of and assistance to the LSBA and thanked the former Chief 

for her years of service to the Court, the Bar and the citizens of Louisiana; 

• Chief Justice John L. Weimer was sworn in on January 7, 2021. She thanked him for 

his support and advised she and the LSBA looked forward to working with him. 

 

V. Reports of Special Committees of the Louisiana State Bar Association* 

Ms. Mire announced that committee reports were distributed via email in advance of the 

meeting. 

 

VI. Other Reports* 

There were no other reports. 

 

Activities of the House of Delegates 

 

VII. Old Business 

There was no old business to come before the House. 

 

VIII. Approval of Minutes 

 

Consideration of approval of the Minutes of the January 18, 2020 meeting of the House of 

Delegates, held in Baton Rouge. 

Upon motion by Valerie Briggs Bargas of the 19th Judicial District and second by Maggie T. 

Simar of the 16th Judicial District, the House unanimously approved the minutes as presented. 

 

IX. Elections 

 

1. Election of one member to serve a three-year term on the House of Delegates Liaison 

Committee, to commence at the conclusion of the 2021 Annual Meeting and end at the 

conclusion of the 2024 Annual Meeting. This member shall be elected from House of 

Delegates members representing the 1st through 19th Judicial Districts. 
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Ms. Mire announced that the following nominations were received in advance and no 

additional nominations could be made from the floor: 

• Douglas L. Bryan, 12th Judicial District 

• Keenan K. Kelly, 10th Judicial District 

 

She announced that voting was open, and members should vote for one candidate using 

Meeting Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that Mr. Kelly had been elected. 

 

2. Election, from the three Liaison Committee members, of a Chair of the House of 

Delegates Liaison Committee for 2021-2022, whose term will commence at the 

conclusion of the 2021 Annual Meeting. The Chair of the Liaison Committee is a voting 

member of the Board of Governors. 

Ms. Mire announced that there would be an election for the Committee Chair, who 

serves as a voting member of the Board. She further advised that the following members 

were eligible to run: 

• Keenan K. Kelly, 10th Judicial District 

• D. Skylar Rosenbloom, 41st Judicial District 

• Ann S. Siddall, 7th Judicial District 

 

She asked that nominations and seconds be submitted via the chat feature of Zoom. The 

following individuals were nominated, and the nominations were duly seconded: 

• Keenan K. Kelly, 10th Judicial District 

• D. Skylar Rosenbloom, 41st Judicial District 

• Ann S. Siddall, 7th Judicial District 

 

Ms. Mire announced that voting was open, and members should vote for one candidate 

using Meeting Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and Ms. Siddall had been elected. 

 

3. Election of five (5) members of the House of Delegates to serve three-year terms on 

the Legislation Committee. To ensure geographically diverse representation, there shall 

be no more than four (4) House of Delegates representatives from a judicial district at 

any given time. Terms commence immediately and end on June 30, 2023.  

Ms. Mire announced that nominations from the following seven individuals were 

received in advance and no additional nominations could be made from the floor: 

• B. Scott Andrews, 19th Judicial District 

• Evan James Bergeron, 41st Judicial District 

• J. Christopher Erny, 32nd Judicial District 

• Steven James Farber, 21st Judicial District 

• Christy Michele Howley, 24th Judicial District 

• Chadwick James Mollere, 41st Judicial District 
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• Joseph P. Rumage, Jr., 21st Judicial District 

 

She then announced that members would have roughly two minutes to complete their 

ballots. She added that they should vote for up to five (5) candidates using Meeting 

Pulse and that they must press the green “submit” button in order for their votes to be 

counted. 

 

After reminders at several intervals, Ms. Mire announced that voting was closed, and 

the following individuals has been elected: 

• B. Scott Andrews, 19th Judicial District 

• Evan James Bergeron, 41st Judicial District 

• J. Christopher Erny, 32nd Judicial District 

• Christy Michele Howley, 24th Judicial District 

• Chadwick James Mollere, 41st Judicial District 

 

X. Resolutions 

 

Ms. Mire reminded House members that only those who completed salmon slips in advance 

would be allowed to speak on resolutions. She also announced that she would be calling 

upon Bar Governance Committee Chair Robert A. Kutcher to give the Committee’s 

recommendation on each resolution. 

 

Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization Resolutions 

 

Ms. Mire called upon Mr. Kutcher who reported that the committee had no issues with either 

resolution 1 and 2 and recommended support. 

 

1. Resolution from the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization to amend Health Law 

Standards and Topics. 

Ms. Mire called upon LBLS Chair Robert E. Rowe to present the resolution. After Mr. 

Rowe’s introduction, Kevin R. Molloy of the 1st Judicial District moved adoption, which 

motion was duly seconded. 

 

Ms. Mire then called upon Health Law Section Chair Lynn Smith Savoie who had 

submitted a salmon slip to speak in favor of the resolution. 

 

Ms. Mire announced that there were no additional salmon slips and offered Mr. Molloy 

the opportunity to close, which he declined. 

 

She announced that voting was open, and members would have roughly 60 seconds to 

vote for or against the resolution using Meeting Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED. 
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2. Resolution from the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization to amend Family Law 

Standards. 

Ms. Mire called upon LBLS Chair Robert E. Rowe to present the resolution. After Mr. 

Rowe’s introduction, Kevin R. Molloy of the 1st Judicial District moved adoption, which 

motion was duly seconded. 

 

Ms. Mire announced that there were no salmon slips. She then announced that voting 

was open, and members would have roughly 60 seconds to vote for or against the 

resolution using Meeting Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED. 

 

Member Resolutions 

 

Ms. Mire called upon Mr. Kutcher who reported that the Bar Governance Committee had 

voted to oppose adoption of the next four resolutions because they were premature. He added 

that the House had already suspended implementation and the LBLS was planning to submit 

its report and final proposals to the House in June 2021. 

 

3. Resolution from Francis J. Barry and Glenn B. Adams, both of the 41st Judicial District, 

urging the House of Delegates to: 

• Rescind its January 2017 resolution approving the Louisiana Board of Legal 

Specialization Employment Law Standards; and 

• Request that the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization, prior to submitting 

any revised Employment Law Standards, establish a fully transparent process 

to discern the relative support and opposition to the Employment Law 

Standards. 

Mr. Barry introduced the resolution and then waived the remainder of his time to Charles 

F. Seeman, by proxy from Glenn B. Adams of the 41st Judicial District, who provided 

additional information and moved adoption. Mr. Barry seconded the motion. 

 

Ms. Mire recognized the following individuals, who had submitted salmon slips: 

• Rachael Jeanfreau, Labor Relations & Employment Law Section Chair 

Ms. Jeanfreau advised that she was not speaking for or against the resolution 

but wanted to share the results of the poll the section recently administered to 

gauge interest in specialization in these areas. She noted the following: 

o Poll was sent to 222 section members and 70 responded; 

o 84% of the respondents were from defense firms; 12.9% of the 

respondents were from plaintiff firms; and 5.7% of the respondents were 

government employees; and 

o 69% of respondents were against specialization in the areas of labor 

and employment law. 

• Robert E. Rowe, LBLS Chair   AGAINST 

• Barry H. Grodsky, 41st Judicial District  AGAINST 

(by proxy from Jack C. Benjamin, Jr.) 
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• Kevin R. Molloy, 1st Judicial District  AGAINST 

• Robert A. Kutcher, 24th Judicial District  AGAINST 

(by proxy from Shayna Beevers Morvant) 

 

There being no further salmon slips, Mr. Seeman made closing comments after which Ms. 

Mire advised the vote would be taken. She announced that members should vote for or 

against the resolution using Meeting Pulse and that voting will be open for roughly 60 

seconds. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution FAILED by the following vote: 

 Approve 51 

 Reject  80 

 Abstain 10 

  

4. Resolution from Francis J. Barry and Glenn B. Adams, both of the 41st Judicial District, 

urging the House of Delegates to: 

• Request that the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization make the public 

comments that it collected in April 2019 available to the public; and 

• Request that the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization take no further action to 

develop or implement the Employment Law Standards without first 

establishing and implementing a publicly disclosed, fully transparent process 

for obtaining an accurate assessment of the relative support for, and opposition 

to, the Employment Law Standards among affected practitioners.  

Ms. Mire called upon Mr. Seeman, who moved to withdraw the resolution from 

consideration. The motion was duly seconded, and the House voted as follows to 

WITHDRAW the resolution: 

 Approve 112 

 Reject  26 

 

5. Resolution from Francis J. Barry and Glenn B. Adams, both of the 41st Judicial District, 

urging the House of Delegates to: 

• Rescind its January 2017 resolution approving the Labor Law Standards; and 

• Request that the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization, prior to submitting 

any revised Labor Law Standards, establish a fully transparent process to 

discern the relative support and opposition to the Labor Law Standards. 

 

6. Resolution from Francis J. Barry and Glenn B. Adams, both of the 41st Judicial District, 

urging the House of Delegates to: 

• Request that the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization make the public 

comments that it collected in April 2019 available to the public; and 

• Request that Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization take no further action to 

develop or implement the Labor Law Standards without first establishing and 

implementing a publicly disclosed, fully transparent process for obtaining an 

accurate assessment of the relative support for, and opposition to, the Labor 

Law Standards among affected practitioners.  
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Mr. Seeman asked that resolutions 5 and 6 be considered together. Mr. Barry introduced 

the resolutions and moved their adoption, which motion was duly seconded.  

 

Ms. Mire recognized the following individuals, who had submitted salmon slips: 

• Francis J. Barry, 41st Judicial District  FOR 

Mr. Barry waived his time to Mr. Seeman 

• Robert E. Rowe, LBLS Chair   AGAINST 

• Barry H. Grodsky, 41st Judicial District  AGAINST 

(by proxy from Jack C. Benjamin, Jr.) 

• Kevin R. Molloy, 1st Judicial District  AGAINST 

• Robert A. Kutcher, 24th Judicial District  WAIVED 

(by proxy from Shayna Beevers Morvant) 

 

There being no further salmon slips, Mr. Seeman made closing comments after which Ms. 

Mire advised the vote would be taken. She announced that members should vote for or 

against the resolution using Meeting Pulse and that voting will be open for roughly 60 

seconds. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was closed 

and that the resolutions FAILED by the following vote: 

 Approve 56 

 Reject  79 

 Abstain 11 

 

Section Resolution 

 

7. Resolution from Labor Relations and Employment Law Section proposing amendment to 

the Bylaws regarding Annual Meetings of the Section. 

Ms. Mire called upon Labor Relations and Employment Law Section Chair Rachael A. 

Jeanfreau, who introduced the resolution and moved its adoption, which motion was duly 

seconded. 

 

Ms. Mire called upon Mr. Kutcher who reported that the Bar Governance Committee 

supported this resolution. 

 

Ms. Mire announced that there were no salmon slips. She then announced that voting 

was open, and members would have roughly 60 seconds to vote for or against the 

resolution using Meeting Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED by the following vote: 

 Approve 129 

 Reject  7 

 Abstain 4 
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Committee Resolutions  

 

8. Resolution from the Diversity Committee to honor, recognize and thank Chief Justice 

Bernette Joshua Johnson for her dedication to the people of Louisiana, her dedication to 

improving the lives of those in her community, and for her years of distinguished service 

on the bench and as an active member of the bar and her community. 

Ms. Mire called upon Diversity Committee member Demarcus Gordon who presented the 

resolution and moved its adoption, which motion was duly seconded.  

 

Ms. Mire called upon Mr. Kutcher who reported that the Bar Governance Committee 

supported this resolution. 

 

Ms. Mire announced that there were no salmon slips. She then announced that voting 

was open, and members would have roughly 60 seconds to vote for or against the 

resolution using Meeting Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED by the following vote: 

 Approve 133 

 Reject  4 

 Abstain 5 

 

9. Resolution from the Criminal Justice Committee proposing that the LSBA recommend: 

• examining other states that fund criminal justice system through a state 

appropriation;  

• creating sufficient auditing measures for Uniform Financial reporting by the 

courts, prosecutors, and public defenders to determine the collection and 

allocation of criminal fines and fees funding the criminal justice system; and  

• collecting data and information to determine the amount needed to adequately 

fund the criminal justice system and reduce the reliance on self-generated 

revenue.  

Ms. Mire announced that this resolution addressed House policy and would therefore 

require a 75 percent vote for approval. She called upon Criminal Justice Committee Co-

Chair Jean M. Faria, 19th Judicial District, who introduced the amended resolution which 

was emailed to House members on January 20. Ms. Faria moved adoption of the amended 

resolution, which motion was duly seconded. 

 

Ms. Mire called upon Mr. Kutcher who reported that the Bar Governance Committee 

supported the amended resolution. 

 

After being recognized by Ms. Mire as the only individual who had submitted a salmon 

slip for resolution 9, Ann S. Siddall of the 7th Judicial District spoke in favor of the 

resolution. 

  

There being no further salmon slips, Ms. Faria made brief closing comments after which 

Ms. Mire advised the vote would be taken. She announced that members should vote for 
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or against the resolution using Meeting Pulse and that voting will be open for roughly 

60 seconds. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED by the following vote: 

 Approve 128 

 Reject  9 

 Abstain 6 

 

Ms. Mire announced that the next seven resolutions addressed House policy and would 

require a 75 percent vote for approval. 

 

She called upon Bar Governance Committee Chair Robert Kutcher who gave a brief 

history of the genesis of the special committee and its charge and advised that the Bar 

Governance Committee supported all of the resolutions. He noted that they served to 

eliminate outdated policies and streamline House processes. 

 

10. Resolution from the Special Committee to Review House of Delegates Policies to request 

that the House of Delegates take the following action on its Administration of Justice 

policies: 

• Sunset and repeal its policies on Administration of Justice based on the 1997 

Citizens Summit; and 

• Reaffirm its policy on Administration of Justice opposing any proposal to tax legal 

services in Louisiana. 

Ms. Mire called upon committee chair Keenan K. Kelly, 10th Judicial District, who 

introduced the resolution and moved its adoption, which motion was duly seconded. 

 

Mr. Mire recognized Mr. Kutcher who had submitted a salmon slip to speak in favor of 

the resolution. Mr. Kutcher waived his right to speak. 

 

Mr. Kelly waived his right to close. Ms. Mire announced that voting was open, and 

members would have roughly 60 seconds to vote for or against the resolution using 

Meeting Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED by the following vote: 

 Approve 137 

 Reject  7 

 Abstain 2 

 

11. Resolution from the Special Committee to Review House of Delegates Policies to request 

that the House of Delegates take the following action on its Courts policies: 

• Sunset and repeal its policies on Courts adopted June 12, 2003, January 22, 2005, 

January 22, 2011, June 6, 2013 and June 11, 2015, and January 24, 2014; and 

• Reaffirm its policy on Courts dated January 21, 2012 in support of adequate 

compensation for members of the state judiciary and authorize communication of 
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this support to the Judicial Compensation Commission and the Louisiana 

Legislature. 

Ms. Mire called upon Mr. Kutcher who introduced the resolution and moved its adoption, 

which motion was duly seconded. 

 

Ms. Mire announced that there were no salmon slips. She then announced that voting 

was open, and members would have roughly 60 seconds to vote for or against the 

resolution using Meeting Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED by the following vote: 

Approve 136 

 Reject  4 

 Abstain 0 

 

12. Resolution from the Special Committee to Review House of Delegates Policies to request 

that the House of Delegates take the following action on its Family Law policies: 

• Sunset and repeal its policy on Family Law based on the 1997 Citizens Summit; 

• Sunset and repeal its policy on Family Law adopted June 7, 2001; 

• Sunset and repeal its policy on Family Law adopted June 27, 2002; 

• Sunset and repeal its policy on Family Law adopted January 25, 2003; 

• Reaffirm its policy on Family Law adopted June 8, 2000 in support of the 

concept of unified family courts in those jurisdictions where it is 

demographically justified. 

Ms. Mire called upon Ms. Siddall who introduced the resolution and moved its adoption, 

which motion was duly seconded. 

 

Ms. Mire announced that there were no salmon slips. She then announced that voting 

was open, and members would have roughly 60 seconds to vote for or against the 

resolution using Meeting Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED by the following vote: 

Approve 133 

 Reject  10 

 Abstain 2 

 

13. Resolution from the Special Committee to Review House of Delegates Policies to request 

that the House of Delegates sunset and repeal its Criminal Law policy adopted June 9, 

2016 which urges the Louisiana Legislature to require unanimous jury verdicts. 

Ms. Mire called upon Ms. Siddall who introduced the resolution and moved its adoption, 

which motion was duly seconded. 

 

Ms. Mire announced that there were no salmon slips. She then announced that voting 

was open, and members would have roughly 60 seconds to vote for or against the 

resolution using Meeting Pulse. 
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After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED by the following vote: 

Approve 132 

Reject  9 

 Abstain 6 

 

14. Resolution from the Special Committee to Review House of Delegates Policies to request 

that the House of Delegates take the following action on its Civil Legal Services to the 

Indigent policies: 

• Sunset and repeal its policy on Civil Legal Services to the Indigent based on the 

1997 Citizens Summit;  

• Reaffirm its policy on Civil Legal Services to the Indigent adopted January 24, 

2004 to support the work of the Access to Justice program in its efforts to secure 

funding from the United States Congress and the State of Louisiana for civil 

legal services to the poor; 

• Sunset and repeal its policy on Civil Legal Services to the Indigent adopted 

January 23, 2010 [previously listed incorrectly as adopted 01/23/2015]; 

• Sunset and repeal its policy on Civil Legal Services to the Indigent adopted 

January 21, 2017; and 

• Reaffirm its policy on Civil Legal Services to the Indigent adopted January 12, 

2008 [previously listed incorrectly as adopted 12/2008]: 

o Recognizing that the courts have an affirmative obligation to ensure that 

all litigants have meaningful access to the courts, regardless of 

representation status;  

o Urging Louisiana judges and courts to take a leadership role in their 

respective jurisdictions to encourage the expansion of successful pro 

bono assistance programs, to identify and develop programs to address 

unmet needs, and to coordinate the delivery of program services 

effectively and efficiently; and 

o Supporting the establishment of court rules and policies that encourage 

the participation of judges, court staff, legal services agencies, state and 

local bar associations, and community organizations in the 

implementation and operation of assistance programs for self-

represented litigants. 

Ms. Mire called upon committee member Tina L. Suggs who introduced the resolution. 

Mr. Kutcher moved adoption, which motion was duly seconded.  

 

Ms. Mire recognized Mr. Kelly and Mr. Kutcher who had submitted salmon slips in favor 

of the resolution. Both waived. 

 

There being no further debate, Ms. Mire announced that voting was open, and members 

would have roughly 60 seconds to vote for or against the resolution using Meeting 

Pulse. 
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After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED by the following vote: 

Approve 135 

Reject  7 

 Abstain 2 

 

15. Resolution from the Special Committee to Review House of Delegates Policies to request 

that the House of Delegates take the following action on its Regulation of the Practice of 

Law policies: 

• Sunset and repeal its policies on Regulation of the Practice of Law adopted 

January 19, 2002; 

• Sunset and repeal its policies on Regulation of the Practice of Law adopted 

January 22, 2005; 

• Sunset and repeal its policy on Regulation of the Practice of Law adopted 

January 22, 2011; 

• Sunset and repeal its policy on Regulation of the Practice of Law adopted 

January 15, 2015; 

• Reaffirm its policy on Regulation of the Practice of Law adopted January 20, 

2007 opposing policies, practices and procedures of governmental bodies that 

have the effect of eroding the attorney/client privilege and work product 

doctrine and favoring policies, practices and procedures that recognize the value 

of those protections; and opposing the routine practice by government officials 

seeking to obtain a waiver of the attorney/client privilege or work product 

doctrine through the granting or denial of any benefit or advantage; and 

• Reaffirm its policy on Regulation of the Practice of Law adopted June 9, 2016 

opposing any legislation and government rules or regulations which would 

permit non-lawyers to engage in the practice of law; and promoting and 

supporting legislation to provide remedies and access to the Louisiana forum 

for Louisiana consumers who are harmed by nonlawyers who sell, license or 

market legal services and products, including software, online solutions and 

legal forms. 

Ms. Mire called upon committee member H. Minor Pipes III, 41st Judicial District by 

proxy from Justin M. Chopin, who introduced the resolution and moved its adoption, 

which motion was duly seconded. 

 

Ms. Mire recognized Mr. Kutcher who had submitted a salmon slip to speak in favor of 

the resolution. Mr. Kutcher waived his right to speak. 

 

There being no further debate, Ms. Mire announced that voting was open, and members 

would have roughly 60 seconds to vote for or against the resolution using Meeting 

Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED by the following vote: 

 Approve 136 
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 Reject  5 

 Abstain 3 

 

16. Resolution from the Special Committee to Review House of Delegates Policies to request 

that the House of Delegates reaffirm its January 23, 2010 and June 7, 2018 policies on 

Civil Law, but for the  sake of clarity and simplicity, consolidates them into just one, 

comprehensive policy which states in its entirety: “The LSBA opposes the granting of 

civil immunities and opposes the creation of special rules favoring subclasses of parties 

in certain types of cases in contravention of the Civil Code and Code of Civil Procedure, 

unless a clear case is made for such rules under extraordinary circumstances.” 

Ms. Mire called upon committee member Darrel J. Papillion, 19th Judicial District, who 

presented the resolution and moved its adoption, which motion was duly seconded. 

 

Ms. Mire recognized Mr. Kelly and Mr. Kutcher who had submitted salmon slips in favor 

of the resolution. Both waived their right to speak. 

 

There being no further debate, Ms. Mire announced that voting was open, and members 

would have roughly 60 seconds to vote for or against the resolution using Meeting 

Pulse. 

 

After a reminder that 10 seconds remained, Ms. Mire announced that voting was 

closed, and that the resolution was APPROVED by the following vote: 

Approve 125 

Reject  15 

 Abstain 5 

 

XI. Other Business 

 

Consideration of any other business to come before the House of Delegates. 

There was no further business to come before the House. 

 

Ms. Mire thanked House members for their participation and reminded Board members 

that they would reconvene to ratify the action of the HOD. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Patrick A. Talley, Jr. 

Secretary 

APPROVED BY HOUSE OF DELEGATES
JUNE 10, 2021
DESTIN, FL
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ADDENDUM 

2020-2021 HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ATTENDANCE ▪2021 MIDYEAR MEETING 

 

0BFIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (14 seats) Parish of Caddo 

  Claude W. Bookter, Jr. 

PRESENT Valerie A. DeLatte 

PRESENT James L. Fortson, Jr. 

PRESENT Stephen Christopher Fortson  

  Daryl Gold 

PRESENT W. James Hill III 

  Richard M. John 

PRESENT Curtis R. Joseph, Jr. 

PRESENT Kevin R. Molloy  

PRESENT Amy Michelle Perkins  

 Nyle A. Politz 

PRESENT Joseph L. Shea, Jr. 

PRESENT Scott R. Wolf  

PRESENT Paul L. Wood 

 

1BSECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parishes of Bienville, Claiborne & Jackson 

PRESENT Gary D. Nunn 

  Jeffery D. Sampson   2B 
 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parishes of Lincoln & Union 

  Paul Heath Hattaway 

PRESENT  Albert Carter Mills IV 

PRESENT 4BTyler G. Storms 

 

FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (11 seats) Parishes of Morehouse & Ouachita 

PRESENT Daniel C. Cummins 

  Ana L. Gregory 

  Katie Bell Meek 

  Robert S. Noel II  

PRESENT Ramsey L. Ogg  

PRESENT Alicia Reitzell 

PRESENT William Michael Street 

PRESENT Peggy J. Sullivan 

PRESENT Grant M. Tolbird 

PRESENT Keith Whiddon 

PRESENT 18Thomas G. Zentner, Jr. BY PROXY TO C.A. “Hap” Martin III 

 

6BFIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parishes of Franklin, Richland, & West Carroll 

PRESENT John Clay Hamilton 
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7BSIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parishes of East Carroll, Madison & Tensas 

PRESENT Kenneth A. Brister 

 

SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parishes of Catahoula & Concordia 

PRESENT Alexandra E. LeTard 

PRESENT Ann S. Siddall 

 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Winn 

  Justin Keith Gates 

 

NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (7 seats) Parish of Rapides 
20B   
  Ronald G. Beard 

  Joshua J. Dara, Jr.  

PRESENT  Charles D. Elliott 

PRESENT  Robert G. Levy  

Monique Y. Metoyer 

  Harold A. Murry 

  David M. Williams  

 

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Natchitoches 

  Cloyd Benjamin, Jr.  

PRESENT Keenan K. Kelly 

   

ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Sabine 

PRESENT Rebecca Riall 
8B   

 

9BTWELFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Avoyelles 

PRESENT Douglas L. Bryan  

PRESENT 10BDan B. McKay, Jr. 

 

11BTHIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Evangeline 

  Jacob B. Fusilier 

  Christopher Ludeau 

 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (9 seats) Parish of Calcasieu 

  Somer G. Brown  

PRESENT Cade R. Cole 

  L. Paul Foreman 

  Adam P. Johnson 

PRESENT Thomas L. Lorenzi 

  Alexander L. Reed 

PRESENT Shayna L. Sonnier 

PRESENT Chantell Marie Smith  

PRESENT Cody J. Vidrine 
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12BFIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (13 seats) Parishes of Acadia, Lafayette & Vermillion 
27B 
PRESENT Elizabeth B. Bloch  

PRESENT Shannon Seiler Dartez 

PRESENT George D. Ernest 

PRESENT Katherine L. Hurst 

PRESENT James L. Klock 

PRESENT Andrew B. Mims  

PRESENT Jared E. Nelson 

 Donovan J. O’Pry II  

PRESENT Joseph R. Oelkers III  

PRESENT Jeffrey A. Riggs  

  Michael D. Skinner  

PRESENT Juliette B. Wade  

PRESENT Desiree Williams-Auzenne 

 

SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (8 seats) Parishes of Iberia, St. Martin & St. Mary 

29BPRESENT  Adolph B. Curet III  

PRESENT 30BEric P. Duplantis 

 Roger P. Hamilton 

PRESENT Pamela A. Lemoins 

PRESENT Marsha McNulty 

  Andrew Reed 

PRESENT Maggie T. Simar 

  Dennis R. Stevens 

 

SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parish of Lafourche 

William N. Abel 

PRESENT Daniel A. Cavell 
 

PRESENT Eugene G. Gouaux, Jr.  

PRESENT Lisa R. Pinho 

 13Nicholas J. Zeringue  

 

EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (4 seats) Parishes of Iberville, Pointe Coupee & 

West Baton Rouge  

PRESENT John Lane Ewing, Jr. 

PRESENT Stephen P. Jewell  

  David A. LaCerte 

PRESENT Deidre Deculus Robert  

 

NINETEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (21 seats) Parish of East Baton Rouge 

PRESENT Creighton B. Abadie 

PRESENT Michael R. D. Adams 

PRESENT  B. Scott Andrews  

PRESENT Jesse H. Bankston, Jr. 

PRESENT Valerie B. Bargas  

PRESENT Jim E. Boren  
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PRESENT Franz N. Borghardt 

PRESENT Dana B. Brown  

PRESENT Robert J. Burns 

  Donald J. Cazayoux 

PRESENT Douglas J. Cochran  

PRESENT Renee C. Crasto 

PRESENT Jean M. Faria  

  Frank A. Fertitta  

PRESENT Christopher B. Hebert 

  Justin A. Jack  

PRESENT Rusty M. Messer   

PRESENT Darrel J. Papillion  

PRESENT Julie Baxter Payer 

PRESENT Mary E. Roper  

  Michael B. Victorian  

 

TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parishes of East Feliciana & West Feliciana 

PRESENT Samuel Christopher D’Aquilla  

PRESENT Stewart B. Hughes 

 

TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (9 seats) Parishes of Livingston, St. Helena & 

Tangipahoa 

PRESENT Mary E. Heck Barrios   

PRESENT Erik L. Burns 

PRESENT Anthony Todd Caruso 

  Steven J. Farber 

PRESENT Colt Justin Fore 

PRESENT Ivy Landry Graham 

  D. Blayne Honeycutt 

PRESENT Robert W. Morgan 

PRESENT Joseph Paul Rumage, Jr. 

 

TWENTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (12 seats) Parishes of St. Tammany & 

Washington 

PRESENT Clayton J. Borne IV   

PRESENT Ben E. Clayton 

PRESENT Joshua P. Clayton 

  Carole G. Gillio 

PRESENT Debra Kay Henkels  

PRESENT Richard G. Higgins, Jr. 

PRESENT Andrew B. Joyner 

PRESENT Robert C. Lehman 

PRESENT R. Bradley Lewis 

PRESENT Todd C. Taranto 

  Amy C. Yenari 
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TWENTY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parishes of Ascension, Assumption & 

St. James 

PRESENT 14Christopher J. Bridges  

PRESENT 15Lana O. Chaney  

PRESENT Michael J. Poirrier 

PRESENT Timothy E. Pujol  

  Lesia H. Warren 

 

TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (19 seats) Parish of Jefferson   

PRESENT Jason D. Asbill 

PRESENT  Simone M. Bacchus 

PRESENT Thomas C. Cerullo 

PRESENT Sandra K. Cosby 

PRESENT S. Guy deLaup 

PRESENT Stephen I. Dwyer 

PRESENT Edwin R. Fleischmann, Jr.  

PRESENT Paul C. Fleming, Jr.  

PRESENT Christy M. Howley  

PRESENT Adrian F. LaPeyronnie III  

PRESENT Richard K. Leefe 

PRESENT Robert L. Marrero 

PRESENT Betty Ann Maury 

PRESENT Shayna Beevers Morvant BY PROXY TO Robert A. Kutcher 

PRESENT John R. Poole, Jr. 

  Roy A. Raspanti 

PRESENT Nicole S. Tygier 

PRESENT Colby F. Wenck 

PRESENT Tiffany Scot Wilken 

 

TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Plaquemine 

PRESENT S. Jacob Braud 

PRESENT Dominick Scandurro, Jr. 

 

TWENTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (6 seats) Parishes of Bossier & Webster 

PRESENT Amanda J. Hulett  

PRESENT  Ingrid J. James 

  Lance G. Mosley II 

  Ross E. Shacklette 

  Aaron R. Wilson 

 

TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (4 seats) Parish of St. Landry 

PRESENT H. Kent Aguillard 

PRESENT  Scherri N. Guidry 

  Francis A. Olivier III 

PRESENT Randy Wagley 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of LaSalle 

  Christi C. Wood 

 

TWENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parish of St. Charles 

PRESENT  Paula Adams Ates 

  Don Paul Landry  

PRESENT Joseph B. Rochelle 

 

THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parish of Vernon 

  D. Wayne Bush 

 

THIRTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Jefferson Davis 

PRESENT Richard M. Arceneaux 

 

THIRTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parish of Terrebonne 

  James Christopher Erny 

  Kassie Liner Hargis  

PRESENT Teresa D. King  

  Patricia P. Reeves-Floyd 

  Gary Williams, Jr.  

 

THIRTY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Allen 

PRESENT Mary Hebert Holmes  

PRESENT Michael B. Holmes  

 

THIRTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parish of St. Bernard 

PRESENT Elizabeth Borne 

PRESENT  Roberta L. Burns 

PRESENT Gregory J. Noto 

PRESENT  Gregory W. Rome  

PRESENT Paul A. Tabary III 

 

THIRTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Grant 

PRESENT Jared G. Price 

    

THIRTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Beauregard 

PRESENT F. Steve Landreneau 

 

THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Caldwell 

  Brian E. Frazier 

   

THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Cameron 

  Robert James Sheffield, Jr. 

 

THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Red River 
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FORTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parish of St. John the Baptist 

  Vercell F. Fiffie 

  William D. O’Regan III   

PRESENT Richard B. Stricks 

   

FORTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (32 seats) Parish of Orleans 

PRESENT Glenn B. Adams BY PROXY TO Charles F. Seeman III 

PRESENT Francis J. Barry, Jr.  

PRESENT Ashley L. Belleau  

PRESENT Alicia M. Bendana 

PRESENT Jack C. Benjamin, Jr. BY PROXY TO Barry H. Grodsky 

PRESENT Evan J. Bergeron 

PRESENT Terrel J. Broussard    

PRESENT Thomas A. Casey, Jr.  

PRESENT Justin M. Chopin BY PROXY TO H. Minor Pipes III 

  Anthony M. DiLeo  

PRESENT Thomas M. Flanagan  

  Valerie E. Fontenot  

PRESENT William R. Forrester 

PRESENT Judith A. Gainsburgh  

PRESENT James C. Gulotta, Jr.  

  Philip K. Jones, Jr.  

PRESENT Mark D. Latham  

PRESENT Kevin A. Marks 

PRESENT Chadwick J. Mollere  

  Ebony S. Morris  

  Anne Neeb  

  Christopher K. Ralston  

PRESENT D. Skylar Rosenbloom 

PRESENT  Louis Gravois Schott  

PRESENT Timothy H. Scott 

PRESENT Karen B. Sher  

PRESENT Ronald J. Sholes  

PRESENT Bradley J. Tate 

PRESENT Irving J. Warshauer  

PRESENT Edward D. Wegmann  

  Phillip A. Wittmann  

PRESENT Jay C. Zainey, Jr.  

 

FORTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of DeSoto 

PRESENT Dick D. Knadler 

PRESENT Adrienne Danielle White 

 

SECTION CHAIRS 

Alyson V. Antoon, Animal Law 

Richard J. Arsenault, Insurance, Tort, Worker's Compensation 
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Jacqueline M. Brettner, Alternative Dispute Resolution 

PRESENT       Susan J. Burkenstock, Trust Estate Probate & Immovable Property 

Ashley F. Dees, Immigration Law 

Val P. Exnicios, Class Action Mass Tort 

PRESENT  Steven J. Farber, Government & Public Law 

PRESENT  Jean M. Faria, Criminal Law 

Melissa K. Frey, Publitiy Utility Section 

Edgar D. Gankendorff, Art, Entertainment & Sports Law 

Lauren E. Godshall, Environmental Law 

PRESENT  Demarcus J. Gordon, Minority Involvement 

PRESENT  Edward T. Hayes, International Law 

Leland G. Horton, Mineral Law  

PRESENT  Rachael Jeanfreau, Labor Relation & Employment Law 

PRESENT  Benjamin W. Kadden, Bankruptcy 

PRESENT  Michael D. Landry, Corporate & Business Law 

PRESENT  Lynn Luker, Civil Law & Litigation 

Mathew A. Mantle, Tax Section 

Alexander M. McIntyre, Antitrust & Trade Regulation Law 

Warren A. Perrin, Francophone 

John W. Redmann, Bench Bar 

PRESENT  Lyn S. Savoie, Health Law Section 

H. Bruce Shreves, Fidelity Surety & Construction Law 

Richard C. Stanley, Appellate 

PRESENT  Gregory S. Stein, Intellectual Property Law 

David A. Szwak, Consumer Protection Law 

Jennifer J. Thomas, Administrative Law 

PRESENT  Rachel T. Vogeltanz, Solo Small Firm 

PRESENT  Zara L. Zeringue, Family Law  
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HOUSE OF DELEGATES & BOARD OF GOVERNORS
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RESOLUTION OF THE LSBA HOUSE OF DELEGATES TO URGE THE 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES TO SUSPEND IMPLEMENTATION OF STANDARDS FOR 

SPECIALIZATION IN EMPLOYMENT LAW 
 

WHEREAS, on January 21, 2017, the Louisiana State Bar Association House of 
Delegates (“House”) was presented with a resolution (“the 2017 Resolution”) regarding the 
implementation of a specialty certification in Employment Law by the Louisiana Board of Legal 
Specialization (“LBLS”);  
 
 WHEREAS, the 2017 Resolution, as presented by the LBLS, represented that there had 
been adequate opportunity for members of the bar to comment on the proposed Louisiana Board 
of Legal Specialization Employment Law Standards; 
 

WHEREAS the 2017 Resolution failed to disclose that at least two (2) prior surveys 
obtained to assess support for the Standards demonstrated that a majority of participants opposed 
adoption of such standards; 

 
WHEREAS the 2017 Resolution also remained silent regarding the fact that there 

remained significant opposition to the proposed specialization standards from affected members 
of the Louisiana State Bar Association;  

 
WHEREAS House members present at that meeting were prepared to speak against the 

adoption of the 2017 Resolution; 
 
WHEREAS, the 2017 resolution was passed, without debate, as part of a bundle of other 

resolutions; 
 
WHEREAS, both before and after the 2017 Resolution, affected practitioners voiced 

numerous concerns with respect to the Employment Law Standards, such as those noted in a 
January 20, 2017 letter signed by numerous affected practitioners, a copy of which is attached 
hereto;  

 
WHEREAS these concerns noted a substantial probability of unintended and undesirable 

consequences that the Standards would effectuate, including potentially discriminatory effects 
against women, potential competitive disadvantages for small firms and solo practitioners, and 
poorly conceived application to practitioners who practice in areas subject to exclusively federal 
regulation, including the National Labor Relations Act; the Labor-Management Relations Act; 
the Fair Labor Standards Act and/or the Employee Retirement Income Security Act;  

 
WHEREAS opponents of the Employment Law Standards also noted that these standards 

were largely duplicative of proposed Labor Law Standards, which were adopted simultaneously, 
and would therefore force many practitioners to accept the burdens of dual certification, 
including redundant costs of initial certification, as well as potentially doubling the costs of 
maintaining dual certification, in the form of Continuing Legal Education requirements for each 
set of Standards; 

 



WHEREAS, at its January 20, 2018 meeting, the House of Delegates passed a resolution 
(“the 2018 Resolution”) suspending implementation of the Employment Law Standards and 
instructing the LBLS to conduct further study, including two concerns explicitly identified in the 
resolution: 

 
i) whether a majority of affected practitioners actually support the 
standards, in light of prior survey data demonstrating greater opposition 
than support; and (ii) whether concerns over discriminatory effects and 
unfair competitive advantages can be adequately addressed; 
 

WHEREAS between August 2018 and April 2019, the LBLS conducted four (4) public 
meetings, purportedly in furtherance of the 2018 Resolution;  

 
WHEREAS LBLS conducted its first public meeting in New Orleans on August 18, 

2019; and  
 
WHEREAS, attendees at that meeting requested that the LBLS Chair conduct a poll, in 

order to assess “whether a majority of affected practitioners actually support the standards,” as 
explicitly charged in the 2018 Resolution;  

 
WHEREAS, the LBLS Chair declined to conduct such a poll, noting it was “obvious” 

that a strong majority of attendees opposed implementation of the Standards in any form; 
 
WHEREAS, after noting that the 2018 Resolution included explicit instructions to make 

such an assessment, attendees requested that the minutes of the August 18, 2019 meeting reflect 
the “obvious” majority opposition – to use the LBLS Chair’s term – which the Chair again 
declined to do;  

 
WHEREAS, subsequent public meetings held by LBLS sought only comments on 

revising the Employment Law Standards, but did not seek to measure opposition of affected 
practitioners to implementation of Employment Law Standards in any form;   

 
WHEREAS in April 2019, LBLS solicited “public comments” on the Employment Law 

Standards; and 
 
WHEREAS the “public comments” collected by LBLS have not, in fact, been made 

available to the public; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: 
 
This Resolution shall be presented to the House of Delegates of the Louisiana State Bar 

Association; and 
 
FURTHER, be it resolved that the House of Delegates of the Louisiana State Bar 

Association hereby rescinds its January 2017 resolution approving the Employment Law 
Standards;  



 
FURTHER, be it resolved that the House of Delegates of the Louisiana State Bar 

Association, requests that the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization, prior to submitting any 
revised Employment Law Standards, establish a fully transparent process to discern the relative 
support and opposition to the Employment Law Standards. 

 
 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Francis J. Barry, Member 
        Orleans Parish 
 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Glenn B. Adams, Member 
        Orleans Parish 
 
        December 16, 2020 

VIA ZOOM
JANUARY 23, 2021
HOUSE OF DELEGATES & BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
FAILED



RESOLUTION OF THE LSBA HOUSE OF DELEGATES TO URGE THE 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES TO SUSPEND IMPLEMENTATION OF STANDARDS FOR 

SPECIALIZATION IN LABOR LAW 
 

WHEREAS, on January 21, 2017, the Louisiana State Bar Association House of 
Delegates (“House”) was presented with a resolution (“the 2017 Resolution”) regarding the 
implementation of a specialty certification in Labor Law by the Louisiana Board of Legal 
Specialization (“LBLS”);  
 
 WHEREAS, the 2017 Resolution, as presented by the LBLS, represented that there had 
been adequate opportunity for members of the bar to comment on the proposed Louisiana Board 
of Legal Specialization Labor Law Standards; 
 

WHEREAS the 2017 Resolution failed to disclose that at least two (2) prior surveys 
obtained to assess support for the Standards demonstrated that a majority of participants opposed 
adoption of such standards; 

 
WHEREAS the 2017 Resolution also remained silent regarding the fact that there 

remained significant opposition to the proposed specialization standards from affected members 
of the Louisiana State Bar Association;  

 
WHEREAS House members present at that meeting were prepared to speak against the 

adoption of the 2017 Resolution; 
 
WHEREAS, the 2017 resolution was passed, without debate, as part of a bundle of other 

resolutions; 
 
WHEREAS, both before and after the 2017 Resolution, affected practitioners voiced 

numerous concerns with respect to the Labor Law Standards, such as those noted in a January 
20, 2017 letter signed by numerous affected practitioners, a copy of which is attached hereto;  

 
WHEREAS these concerns noted a substantial probability of unintended and undesirable 

consequences that the Standards would effectuate, including potentially discriminatory effects 
against women, potential competitive disadvantages for small firms and solo practitioners, and 
poorly conceived application to practitioners who practice in areas subject to exclusively federal 
regulation, including the National Labor Relations Act; the Labor-Management Relations Act; 
the Fair Labor Standards Act and/or the Employee Retirement Income Security Act;  

 
WHEREAS opponents of the Labor Law Standards also noted that these standards were 

largely duplicative of proposed Employment Law Standards, which were adopted 
simultaneously, and would therefore force many practitioners to accept the burdens of dual 
certification, including redundant costs of initial certification, as well as potentially doubling the 
costs of maintaining dual certification, in the form of Continuing Legal Education requirements 
for each set of Standards; 

 



WHEREAS, at its January 20, 2018 meeting, the House of Delegates passed a resolution 
(“the 2018 Resolution”) suspending implementation of the Labor Law Standards and instructing 
the LBLS to conduct further study, including two concerns explicitly identified in the resolution: 

 
i) whether a majority of affected practitioners actually support the 
standards, in light of prior survey data demonstrating greater opposition 
than support; and (ii) whether concerns over discriminatory effects and 
unfair competitive advantages can be adequately addressed; 
 

WHEREAS between August 2018 and April 2019, the LBLS conducted four (4) public 
meetings, purportedly in furtherance of the 2018 Resolution;  

 
WHEREAS LBLS conducted its first public meeting in New Orleans on August 18, 

2019; and  
 
WHEREAS, attendees at that meeting requested that the LBLS Chair conduct a poll, in 

order to assess “whether a majority of affected practitioners actually support the standards,” as 
explicitly charged in the 2018 Resolution;  

 
WHEREAS, the LBLS Chair declined to conduct such a poll, noting it was “obvious” 

that a strong majority of attendees opposed implementation of the Standards in any form; 
 
WHEREAS, after noting that the 2018 Resolution included explicit instructions to make 

such an assessment, attendees requested that the minutes of the August 18, 2019 meeting reflect 
the “obvious” majority opposition – to use the LBLS Chair’s term – which the Chair again 
declined to do;  

 
WHEREAS, subsequent public meetings held by LBLS sought only comments on 

revising the Labor Law Standards, but did not seek to measure opposition of affected 
practitioners to implementation of Labor Law Standards in any form;   

 
WHEREAS in April 2019, LBLS solicited “public comments” on the Labor Law 

Standards; and 
 
WHEREAS the “public comments” collected by LBLS have not, in fact, been made 

available to the public; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: 
 
This Resolution shall be presented to the House of Delegates of the Louisiana State Bar 

Association; and 
 
FURTHER, be it resolved that the House of Delegates of the Louisiana State Bar 

Association hereby rescinds its January 2017 resolution approving the Labor Law Standards;  
 



  
  

 
 
 
         
         
         
 
 
         
         
         
 
         

VIA ZOOM
JANUARY 23, 2021
HOUSE OF DELEGATES & BOARD OF GOVERNORS
FAILED

December 16, 2020

Orleans Parish
Glenn B. Adams, Member
______________________________ 

Orleans Parish
Francis J. Barry, Member
______________________________ 

and opposition to the Labor Law Standards.
revised Labor Law Standards, establish a fully transparent process to discern the relative support 
Association,  requests  that  the  Louisiana  Board  of  Legal  Specialization,  prior  to  submitting  any 

  FURTHER,  be  it  resolved  that  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  Louisiana State  Bar 



RESOLUTION OF THE LSBA HOUSE OF DELEGATES TO URGE THE 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES TO SUSPEND IMPLEMENTATION OF STANDARDS FOR 

SPECIALIZATION IN LABOR LAW 
 

WHEREAS, on January 21, 2017, the Louisiana State Bar Association House of 
Delegates (“House”) was presented with a resolution (“the 2017 Resolution”) regarding the 
implementation of a specialty certification in Labor Law by the Louisiana Board of Legal 
Specialization (“LBLS”);  
 
 WHEREAS, the 2017 Resolution, as presented by the LBLS, represented that there had 
been adequate opportunity for members of the bar to comment on the proposed Louisiana Board 
of Legal Specialization Labor Law Standards; 
 

WHEREAS the 2017 Resolution failed to disclose that at least two (2) prior surveys 
obtained to assess support for the Standards demonstrated that a majority of participants opposed 
adoption of such standards; 

 
WHEREAS the 2017 Resolution also remained silent regarding the fact that there 

remained significant opposition to the proposed specialization standards from affected members 
of the Louisiana State Bar Association;  

 
WHEREAS House members present at that meeting were prepared to speak against the 

adoption of the 2017 Resolution; 
 
WHEREAS, the 2017 resolution was passed, without debate, as part of a bundle of other 

resolutions; 
 
WHEREAS, both before and after the 2017 Resolution, affected practitioners voiced 

numerous concerns with respect to the Labor Law Standards, such as those noted in a January 
20, 2017 letter signed by numerous affected practitioners, a copy of which is attached hereto;  

 
WHEREAS these concerns noted a substantial probability of unintended and undesirable 

consequences that the Standards would effectuate, including potentially discriminatory effects 
against women, potential competitive disadvantages for small firms and solo practitioners, and 
poorly conceived application to practitioners who practice in areas subject to exclusively federal 
regulation, including the National Labor Relations Act; the Labor-Management Relations Act; 
the Fair Labor Standards Act and/or the Employee Retirement Income Security Act;  

 
WHEREAS opponents of the Labor Law Standards also noted that these standards were 

largely duplicative of proposed Employment Law Standards, which were adopted 
simultaneously, and would therefore force many practitioners to accept the burdens of dual 
certification, including redundant costs of initial certification, as well as potentially doubling the 
costs of maintaining dual certification, in the form of Continuing Legal Education requirements 
for each set of Standards; 

 



WHEREAS, at its January 20, 2018 meeting, the House of Delegates passed a resolution 
(“the 2018 Resolution”) suspending implementation of the Labor Law Standards and instructing 
the LBLS to conduct further study, including two concerns explicitly identified in the resolution: 

 
i) whether a majority of affected practitioners actually support the 
standards, in light of prior survey data demonstrating greater opposition 
than support; and (ii) whether concerns over discriminatory effects and 
unfair competitive advantages can be adequately addressed; 
 

WHEREAS between August 2018 and April 2019, the LBLS conducted four (4) public 
meetings, purportedly in furtherance of the 2018 Resolution;  

 
WHEREAS LBLS conducted its first public meeting in New Orleans on August 18, 

2019; and  
 
WHEREAS, attendees at that meeting requested that  the LBLS Chair conduct a poll, in 

order to assess “whether a majority of affected practitioners actually support the standards,” as 
explicitly charged in the 2018 Resolution;  

 
WHEREAS, the LBLS Chair declined to conduct such a poll, noting it was “obvious” 

that a strong majority of attendees opposed implementation of the Standards in any form; 
 
WHEREAS, after noting that the 2018 Resolution included explicit instructions to make 

such an assessment, attendees requested that the minutes of the August 18, 2019 meeting reflect 
the “obvious” majority opposition – to use the LBLS Chair’s term – which the Chair again 
declined to do;  

 
WHEREAS, subsequent public meetings held by LBLS sought only comments on 

revising the Labor Law Standards, but did not seek to measure opposition of affected 
practitioners to implementation of Labor Law Standards in any form;   

 
WHEREAS in April 2019, LBLS solicited “public comments” on the Labor Law 

Standards; and 
 
WHEREAS the “public comments” collected by LBLS have not, in fact, been made 

available to the public; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: 
 
This Resolution shall be presented to the House of Delegates of the Louisiana State Bar 

Association; and 
 
FURTHER, be it resolved that the House of Delegates of the Louisiana State Bar 

Association, requests that the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization make the “public 
comments” that it collected in April 2019 available to the public; and 
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Orleans Parish
Glenn B. Adams, Member
______________________________ 

Orleans Parish
Francis J. Barry, Member
______________________________ 

Labor Law Standards among affected practitioners.
process for  obtaining  an  accurate  assessment  of the  relative  support for, and  opposition  to, the 
Standards  without first establishing and  implementing a publicly  disclosed, fully  transparent 
Association, requests that LBLS take no further action to develop or implement the Labor Law 

  FURTHER,  be  it  resolved  that  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  Louisiana  State  Bar 



APPROVED
HOUSE OF DELEGATES & BOARD OF GOVERNORS
JANUARY 23, 2021
VIA ZOOM





Chief Justice Johnson House of Delegates Resolution 

RESOLUTION PROPOSED BY THE LSBA COMMITTEE ON DIVERSITY 

WHEREAS, the Committee on Diversity of the Louisiana State Bar Association and the 
subcommittee members of the Committee on Diversity, express our profound appreciation to Chief 
Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson, for her service to the State Bar of Louisiana; and 

WHEREAS, Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson has purposely used her numerous positions 
as lawyer, judge, and citizen to affect the lives of persons that have experienced “a less inclusive 
environment” in the legal profession; and 

WHEREAS, Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson is deserving of the utmost respect and 
admiration for her lifetime of achievements, for her dedication to the bench, the bar and her 
community, and for her unwavering adherence to the highest principles of ethics and 
professionalism; and 

WHEREAS, Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson has dedicated her career to service of the 
people of Louisiana, previously serving ten (10) years as a judge on the Civil District Court of 
New Orleans and twenty-six (26) years as a justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court, including 
serving as Chief Justice since 2013; and 

WHEREAS, Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson has made significant contributions to the 
Louisiana State Bar throughout her career, including being the first woman elected to serve on of 
the Civil District Court of New Orleans, first African American woman Associate Justice on the 
Supreme Court of Louisiana, and the first African American Chief Justice of the Louisiana 
Supreme Court; and 

WHEREAS, throughout her legal career, Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson has served the 
legal profession with the utmost dedication as an active member of numerous bar associations, 
including the Louisiana State Bar Association, Louis A. Martinet Legal Society, and the National 
Bar Association; and 

WHEREAS, Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson has received numerous honors for her work 
both in the legal profession and in her community from respected civic and legal organizations, 
including the Louisiana Bar Foundation, American Bar Association, National Urban League, 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and the National Association of 
Women Judges. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT IS RESOLVED by the Louisiana State Bar Association House of 
Delegates that Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson is hereby honored, recognized, thanked and 
admired for her dedication to the people of the State of Louisiana, her heartfelt dedication to 
improving the lives of those in her community, and for her years of distinguished service on the 
bench and as an active member of the bar and her community. 

 



Chief Justice Johnson House of Delegates Resolution 

Respectfully submitted, 
LSBA Committee on Diversity 

 

J. Dalton Courson, Co-chair 

 

 

Denia S. Aiyegbusi, Co-chair 

 

John A. Womble, Co-chair 

 

 APPROVED
HOUSE OF DELEGATES & BOARD OF GOVERNORS
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RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT ALTERNATIVE STABLE FUNDING FOR THE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM  

PROPOSED BY 
THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE OF THE LOUISIANA STATE BAR 

ASSOCIATION 
 

WHEREAS, the mission of the Louisiana State Bar Association’s Criminal Justice Committee is 
“to recognize and address issues affecting the Louisiana criminal justice system . . . and to work 
with stakeholders to develop programs and solutions for fair and effective administration of 
justice;” and  

WHEREAS, integral to a properly functioning criminal justice system is adequate financial 
resources for the work of all components of the criminal justice system, including the courts, law 
enforcement, prosecution, public defense counsel, and corrections; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Louisiana State Legislature passed House Concurrent Resolution No. 87 (HCR 
87) during the 2019 Regular Session and House Concurrent Resolution No. 3 (HCR 3) during the 
2020 Regular Session of the Legislature creating and continuing, respectively, the Louisiana 
Commission on Justice System Funding (Funding Commission), tasked with studying and 
determining optimal methods of supporting and funding the Louisiana court system to ensure that 
criminal justice financial obligations do not become a significant barrier to successful reentry as 
enacted under Act No. 260 of the 2017 Regular Session; and  

WHEREAS, the Funding Commission may request and collect relevant and necessary data and 
information to accomplish its purposes as well as develop recommendations on the following: 

• developing definitions for the various types of legal financial obligations, the court system, 
and core or essential court functions;  

• determining the amount needed from state and local general revenue funds that would 
enable courts to substantially reduce reliance on self-generated revenue;  

• identifying fees and costs that can be eliminated including but not limited to self-generated 
funds assessed by the courts;  

• creating a system for collecting, disbursing, and tracking collected amounts including 
partial payments;  

• proposing statutory safeguards that ensure adequate court funding and limit the use of self-
generated revenue to fund essential court functions; and 

WHEREAS, the Louisiana state legislature passed Senate Resolution No. 20 during the 2020 First 
Extraordinary Session creating a group to study and make recommendations for establishing an 
optimal funding mechanism for the Louisiana Public Defender Board; and 

WHEREAS, the Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) House of Delegates has taken positions 
on several issues related to adequately funding the criminal justice system, specifically:  

• on January 20, 2007, the LSBA House of Delegates adopted a Resolution urging the State 
of Louisiana to accord Public Defender offices with reasonable resources; and  

http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1134493
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1178619
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1184422


• on June 6, 2013 the LSBA House of Delegates adopted a Resolution to support the study 
of the criminal justice funding in effort to identify alternative funding structures and 
innovative funding strategies that will lead to a more effective and efficient criminal 
justice system for the State of Louisiana; and  

• on June 11, 2015, the LSBA House of Delegates adopted a Resolution urging the Louisiana 
Legislature to authorize sufficient funding to meet the State’s constitutional obligation 
to provide effective assistance of counsel for indigent defendants in state criminal 
proceedings; and  

• on January 21, 2017, the LSBA House of Delegates adopted a Resolution to support 
policies that will reinvest savings from reductions in incarceration into the criminal 
justice system to adequately fund indigent defense, create access to quality mental health 
and addiction services, assure validated risk needs assessment, improve community 
supervision, provide for job placement services, develop prison alternative programs that 
better protect the public, and reduce collateral consequences to incarceration; and 

WHEREAS, these positions reinforce a history of support by the LSBA for adequate funding of 
the criminal justice system and thereby support the work of the Funding Commission.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the LSBA recommends: 

• examining other states that fund the criminal justice system through a state 
appropriation;  

• creating sufficient auditing measures for uniform financial reporting by the courts, 
prosecutors, and public defenders to determine the collection and allocation of criminal 
fines and fees funding the criminal justice system; and   

• collecting data and information to determine the amount needed to adequately fund the 
criminal justice system and reduce the reliance on self-generated revenue. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
LSBA Criminal Justice Committee 
January 19, 2021 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Jean M. Faria, Esq.  
Criminal Justice Committee Co-Chair 
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