
 

 

LOUISIANA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
9 A.M. SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 2011 

NEW ORLEANS MARRIOTT AT THE CONVENTION CENTER 
 

 M I N U T E S  
 

The House of Delegates was convened at 9 a.m., Saturday, January 22, 2011, in the Ballroom the 
New Orleans Marriott at the Convention Center, 859 Convention Center Boulevard in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 
 

I. Certification of Quorum by the Secretary 
After concurring with Assistant Secretary Loretta Larsen, Mr. Patterson announced 
that a quorum had been certified and declared the meeting to be in session. A copy of 
the attendance roster is attached as an addendum to these Minutes. 

 
II. Recognition of Deceased Members of the House of Delegates. 

There were no deceased members of the House of Delegates since June 2010. 
 

III. Reports of Standing Committees of the House 
Mr. Patterson advised that reports of standing committees will be emailed to all 
members of the House on Monday, January 24. 

 
IV. Reports of Officers, Board of Governors, Standing Committees and Sections of 

the Louisiana State Bar Association 
 

1. Michael A. Patterson, President  
Mr. Patterson reminded the members of the House of Delegates of the LSBA Annual 
Meeting scheduled for June 28-June 30, 2011, at the Wynn Hotel in Las Vegas, 
Nevada and encouraged the members of the House of Delegates to take advantage of 
the advanced registration prices through the end of January.  
 
Mr. Patterson advised that the Board of Governors would be developing a new 
Strategic Plan for the Louisiana State Bar Association. In developing the plan, he 
indicated that the Board would utilize the results of the membership survey conducted 
in the fall of 2010, as well as the results of a targeted surveys which will be 
distributed in the near future to a number of stakeholders including members of the 
House of Delegates. 
 
Mr. Patterson advised that the Louisiana Supreme Court’s Committee on Bar 
Admissions had proposed significant changes to the Louisiana Bar Exam and that the 
Committee’s proposals are posted on the Supreme Court’s website. Mr. Patterson 
encouraged members of the House of Delegates to go to the Supreme Court website 
to review and provide comments regarding these proposed changes. 

 
2. James J. Davidson III, President-Elect 

Mr. Davidson waived his report. 
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3. Mark A. Cunningham, Treasurer 

Mr. Cunningham provided an overview of the budget for the current fiscal year. 
 

V. Reports of Special Committees of the Louisiana State Bar Association 
There were no reports either written or oral. 

 
VI. Old Business 

There was no Old Business to be considered. 
 

VII. Approval of Minutes 
 
The following motion was made: 

 
“BE IT RESOLVED, that the minutes of the June 11, 2010 Meeting of the 
House of Delegates are approved.” 

 
The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

 
VIII. Resolutions 
 
Committee Resolutions 

 
1. Resolution from the Legislation Committee proposing that a comprehensive statewide 

study be conducted to review court costs in Louisiana and their impact on access to 
justice, and further proposing that the LSBA take no position in the legislature on bills 
addressing court costs, penalties and fines until completion of said study. 
 
Legislation Committee Chair and 19th Judicial District Representative Michael W. 
McKay made the following motion: 

 
“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution from the Legislation Committee 
proposing that a comprehensive statewide study be conducted to review 
court costs in Louisiana and their impact on access to justice, and further 
proposing that the LSBA take no position in the legislature on bills 
addressing court costs, penalties and fines until completion of said study 
be adopted.” 

 
The motion was seconded and adopted. 
 

2. Resolution from Bar Governance Committee proposing that the Bylaws be amended to 
divide the Access to Justice Committee into two committees: one to address policy and 
the other to address programming. 
 



House of Delegates 
January 22, 2011 
Page 3 
 

 

Bar Governance Committee Chair and 24th Judicial District Representative S. Guy 
deLaup made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution from the Bar Governance 
Committee proposing that the Bylaws be amended to divide the Access to 
Justice Committee into two committees be adopted.” 

 
The motion was seconded and LSBA Past President and Access to Justice Committee 
Chair Marta-Ann Schnabel spoke in favor of the resolution. 
  
The resolution was adopted unanimously. 
 

3. Resolution from the Bar Governance Committee proposing a number of amendments to 
the House of Delegates Rules of Procedure. 
 
Bar Governance Committee Chair and 24th Judicial District Representative S. Guy 
deLaup made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution from the Bar Governance 
Committee proposing a number of amendments to the House of Delegates 
Rules of Procedure be adopted.” 

 
The motion was seconded and adopted unanimously. 
 

4. Resolution from the Bar Governance Committee proposing amendments to both the 
Articles of Incorporation and House of Delegates Rules of Procedure with regard to 
handling of vacancies in the House of Delegates. 
 
Bar Governance Committee Chair and 24th Judicial District Representative S. Guy 
deLaup made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution from the Bar Governance 
Committee proposing amendments to both the Articles of Incorporation 
and House of Delegates Rules of Procedure with regarding to handling 
of vacancies in the House of Delegates be adopted.” 

 
The motion was seconded and adopted.  
 

5. Resolution from the Bar Governance Committee proposing amendments to House of   
Delegates Rules of Procedure to change the terms of the members of the Committee on 
Liaison, and the manner in which the chair is selected. 
 
Bar Governance Committee Chair and 24th Judicial District Representative S. Guy 
deLaup made the following motion: 
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“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution from the Bar Governance 
Committee proposing amendments to House of  Delegates Rules of 
Procedure to change the terms of the members of the Committee on 
Liaison, and the manner in which the chair is selected, be adopted.” 

 
The motion was seconded and adopted unanimously. 
 

6. Resolution from the Client Assistance Fund Committee seeking the support of the House 
of Delegates for proposed legislation which would require insurance companies to 
provide direct written notification to claimants of third-party liability settlements. 
 
Client Assistance Fund Committee Chair and Orleans Parish Representative David W. 
Leefe made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution from the Client Assistance Fund 
Committee seeking the support of the House of Delegates for proposed 
legislation which would require insurance companies to provide direct 
written notification to claimants of third-party liability settlements be 
adopted.” 

 
A number of members spoke for and against the resolution. 
 
The question was called and a hand-count vote taken. The motion was adopted with 113 
for and 63 against the resolution. 
 

7. Resolution from the Criminal Justice Committee which proposes that: (1) the LSBA 
support uniform application of the $35 fee in criminal convictions as required under La. 
R.S. §15:168; and (2) that the LSBA support the development and implementation of a 
statewide court cost fee schedule. 
 
Hon. William A. Morvant made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution from the Criminal Justice 
Committee which proposes that: (1) the LSBA support uniform application 
of the $35 fee in criminal convictions as required under La. R.S. §15:168; 
and (2) that the LSBA support the development and implementation of a 
statewide court cost fee schedule be adopted.” 

 
Mr. Patterson then called upon James E. Boren to speak in favor of this resolution.  
 
The question was called and a vote taken. The motion was adopted.  

 
Section Resolution 
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8. Resolution from the Bankruptcy Section proposing that the section’s bylaws be amended 
to increase the section’s annual dues from $10 to $20. 
 
Bankruptcy Section Chair Tristan E. Manthey made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution from the Bankruptcy Section 
proposing that the section’s bylaws be amended to increase the section’s 
annual dues from $10 to $20 be adopted.” 

 
The motion was seconded and adopted. 
 

Member Resolutions 
 

9. Resolution from 16th Judicial District Representative Eric P. Duplantis proposing that 
Article X, Sections 2 and 4 of the Bylaws be amended to impose a number of restrictions 
on the Association’s lobbying activities. 
 
Eric P. Duplantis made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution proposing that Article X, Sections 
2 and 4 of the Bylaws be amended to impose a number of restrictions on 
the Association’s lobbying activities be adopted.”  

 
A number of members spoke for and against the resolution. 
 
The motion to table the resolution was made. A hand-count vote was taken and the 
motion to table was approved with 129 for and 29 against. 
 

10. Resolution from Representatives Jack K. Whitehead, Jr. (19th), Jack M. Dampf (19th) 
and Eric P. Duplantis (16th) proposing that the LSBA recommend to the Louisiana 
Supreme Court that new identification cards be implemented for LSBA members, with 
such cards to include photos, hologram, name, address, date of birth and bar roll number. 
 
Jack M. Dampf made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the resolution proposing that the LSBA 
recommend to the Louisiana Supreme Court that new identification cards 
be implemented for LSBA members, with such cards to include photos, 
hologram, name, address, date of birth and bar roll number be adopted.” 

 
The question was called and a vote taken. The resolution was adopted. 
 

IX. Elections 
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1. Election of the 2011/2012 House of Delegates Liaison Committee, including a chair. 
 
Due to the unanimous approval at this House of Delegates meeting of the Resolution 
from the Bar Governance Committee proposing amendments to House of Delegates Rules 
of Procedure to change the terms of the members of the Committee on Liaison, and the 
manner in which the chair is selected, Mr. Patterson opened the floor for nominations for 
the 2011/2012 House of Delegates Liaison Committee, including a chair. 

 
15th Judicial District Representative Jeffrey A. Riggs made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that C. Kevin Hayes of the 19th Judicial District be 
elected to the Liaison Committee of the House as a member from the 1st-
19th Judicial Districts for a term beginning at the conclusion of Annual 
Meeting 2011 and ending at the conclusion of Annual Meeting 2012.” 

 
The motion to close the nominations was made and adopted. Mr. Hayes was declared 
elected the member of the Liaison Committee of the House of Delegates for a one-year 
term beginning in 2011 and ending in 2012. 
 
19th Judicial District Representative C. Kevin Hayes made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that Jeffrey A. Riggs of the 15th Judicial District be 
elected to the Liaison Committee of the House as a member from the 1st-
19th Judicial Districts for a term beginning at the conclusion of Annual 
Meeting 2011 and ending at the conclusion of Annual Meeting 2014.” 

 
The motion to close the nominations was made and seconded. The motion was adopted 
and Mr. Riggs was declared elected the member of the Liaison Committee of the House of 
Delegates for a three-year term beginning in 2011 and ending in 2014.  
 
The following motion was made: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that George B. Recile of the 24th Judicial District be 
elected to the Liaison Committee of the House as a member from the 20th-
42nd Judicial Districts for a term beginning at the conclusion of Annual 
Meeting 2011 and ending at the conclusion of Annual Meeting 2013.” 

 
Charles M. Raymond made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that Walter I. Willard of Orleans Parish be elected to 
the Liaison Committee of the House as a member from the 20th-42nd 
Judicial Districts for a term beginning at the conclusion of Annual 
Meeting 2011 and ending at the conclusion of Annual Meeting 2013.” 
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The motion to close the nominations was made and seconded. The motion was adopted 
and a hand-count vote was taken. George B. Recile was declared elected the member of 
the Liaison Committee of the House of Delegates for a two-year term beginning in 2011 
and ending in 2013. 
 
The following motion was made: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that George B. Recile of the 24th Judicial District be 
elected to serve as Chair of the House of Delegates Liaison Committee for 
the term beginning at the conclusion of Annual Meeting 2011 and ending 
at the conclusion of Annual Meeting 2012.” 

 
C. Kevin Hayes made the following motion: 

 
“BE IT RESOLVED that Jeffrey A. Riggs of the 15th Judicial District be 
elected to serve as Chair of the House of Delegates Liaison Committee for 
the term beginning at the conclusion of Annual Meeting 2011 and ending 
at the conclusion of Annual Meeting 2012.” 

 
The motion to close the nominations was made and adopted. A hand-count vote was 
taken and Mr. Recile was declared elected to serve as Chair of the Liaison Committee of 
the House of Delegates for the 2011/2012 term. 
 

2. Election of a member of the House of Delegates to serve on the Budget Committee for 
the term beginning July 1, 2011 and ending June 30, 2013. 
 
Mr. Patterson opened the floor for nominations for a member of the House of Delegates 
to serve on the Budget Committee for the term beginning July 1, 2011 and ending June 
30, 2013. 
 
17th Judicial District Representative Daniel A. Cavell made the following motion: 
 

“BE IT RESOLVED that House of Delegates member Kathy M. Wright of 
the 19th Judicial District be elected to serve on the Budget Committee for 
the two-year term beginning July 1, 2011 and ending June 30, 2013.”  

 
The motion to close the nominations was made and seconded. The motion was adopted 
and Ms. Wright was declared elected to serve on the Budget Committee. 
 

X. Other Business 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:15 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted: 

 
Loretta Larsen 
Assistant Secretary 
 

January 31, 2011 
 
 

APPROVED BY HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
JUNE 29, 2011 
LAS VEGAS, NV 
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ADDENDUM TO 1/22/2011 HOD MINUTES 
 

2010-11 HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
ATTENDANCE  2011 MIDYEAR MEETING 

 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (14 seats) Parish of Caddo 

Louis R. Avallone 
PRESENT Claude W. Bookter, Jr. 
PRESENT James L. Fortson, Jr. 
PRESENT John R. Herzog 
PRESENT W. James Hill III 
PRESENT Richard M. John 
PRESENT Kevin R. Molloy 
PRESENT Marshall R. Pearce 
PRESENT Keidra J. Phillips 
PRESENT Nyle A. Politz 
PRESENT Joseph L. Shea, Jr.   BY PROXY TO Stephen C. Fortson 

Sheva M. Sims 
PRESENT Kenneth Craig Smith, Jr. 
PRESENT Steven R. Yancey 
 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parishes of Bienville, Claiborne & Jackson 

James E. Beal 
Roy M. Lilly 

 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parishes of Lincoln & Union 
PRESENT Tyler G. Storms 
 
FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (11 seats) Parishes of Morehouse & Ouachita 

Jeffrey L. DeMent 
PRESENT Jeffrey D. Guerriero 
PRESENT Paul L. Hurd 
PRESENT A. Carter Mills IV 
PRESENT Ramsey L. Ogg 
PRESENT Alex W. Rankin 
PRESENT Arthur L. Stewart 

J. Antonio Tramontana 
PRESENT Thomas G. Zentner, Jr. 
 
FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parishes of Franklin, Richland, & West Carroll 
PRESENT John Clay Hamilton 
PRESENT John Hoychick, Jr. 
 
SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parishes of East Carroll, Madison & Tensas 
PRESENT George F. Fox, Jr. 
 
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parishes of Catahoula & Concordia 
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PRESENT John C. Reeves 
PRESENT Ann S. Siddall 
 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Winn 

Kimberly Anastasia Wiley 
 
NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (7 seats) Parish of Rapides 

Ronald G. Beard 
PRESENT Robert L. Bussey 

Gwenda R. Lamb 
PRESENT Alainna R. Mire 
PRESENT Harold A. Murry 

Mark F. Vilar 
PRESENT Zebulon M. Winstead   BY PROXY TO Camille R. Jackson 
 
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Natchitoches 
PRESENT Keenan K. Kelly 
PRESENT Charles R. Whitehead, Jr. 
 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Sabine 
PRESENT Matthew J. Couvillion 
 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Avoyelles 
PRESENT  Douglas L. Bryan 
PRESENT Dan B. McKay, Jr. 
 
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Evangeline 
PRESENT Timmy J. Fontenot 

Allen Bruce Rozas 
 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (9 seats) Parish of Calcasieu 
PRESENT Edward K. Alexander, Jr. 
PRESENT Theresa A. Barnatt 
PRESENT  Brian Lee Coody 
PRESENT  L. Paul Foreman 
PRESENT  Tara B. Hawkins 
PRESENT  Thomas L. Lorenzi 
PRESENT  Larry E. Pichon 

M. Kevin Powell 
PRESENT  Betty A. Raglin 
 
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (13 seats) Parishes of Acadia, Lafayette & Vermillion 
PRESENT  Homer Ed Barousse, Jr. 
PRESENT  Ariel A. Campos, Sr. 
PRESENT  Dean A. Cole 
PRESENT  Tracy P. Curtis   BY PROXY TO Rachal Chance 
PRESENT  Blake R. David 
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PRESENT  Steven G. “Buzz” Durio 
PRESENT  Helen Popich Harris 
PRESENT  Matthew J. Hill, Jr. 
 PRESENT  Joseph R. Oelkers III 

Tricia R. Pierre 
PRESENT  Dona K. Renegar 
PRESENT  Jeffrey A. Riggs 
PRESENT  Michael D. Skinner 
 
SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (8 seats) Parishes of Iberia, St. Martin & St. Mary 
PRESENT  Adolph B. Curet III 
PRESENT  Eric P. Duplantis 
PRESENT  Pamela Ann Lemoins 
PRESENT  Marsha McNulty 

Andrew Reed 
PRESENT  Maggie T. Simar   BY PROXY TO Robert Odinet 
PRESENT  Anne G. Stevens 
PRESENT  Dennis R. Stevens 
 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parish of Lafourche 
PRESENT  Matthew Ferdinand Block 
PRESENT Daniel A. Cavell 
PRESENT  Annette M. Fontana 
PRESENT  Robert M. Pugh 
PRESENT  Nicholas J. Zeringue 
 
EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (4 seats) Parishes of Iberville, Pointe Coupee & 

West Baton Rouge  
PRESENT  Felicia F. Davis 
PRESENT  John Wayne Jewell 

Audrey A. McCain   
PRESENT  Francis A. Smith, Jr. 
 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (21 seats) Parish of East Baton Rouge 
PRESENT  B. Scott Andrews 

Michael P. Bienvenu 
PRESENT  James E. Boren 
PRESENT  Dana B. Brown 
PRESENT  Stephen E. Broyles 

Celia R. Cangelosi 
PRESENT  Preston J. Castille, Jr. 
PRESENT  Jack M. Dampf 
PRESENT  Kyle A. Ferachi 
PRESENT  Michael D. Ferachi   BY PROXY TO Katherine Eckert 
PRESENT  Frank A. Fertitta  
PRESENT  C. Kevin Hayes 
PRESENT  C. Frank Holthaus 
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PRESENT  Stephen M. Irving 
PRESENT  Jay M. Jalenak, Jr.  

Robert M. Marionneaux, Jr. 
PRESENT  Michael W. McKay 
PRESENT  Glen R. Petersen 

David Abboud Thomas 
PRESENT  Jack K. Whitehead, Jr. 
PRESENT  Kathy M. Wright 
 
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parishes of East Feliciana & West Feliciana 

Michael O. Hesse 
Michael L. Hughes 

 
TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (9 seats) Parishes of Livingston, St. Helena & 

Tangipahoa 
PRESENT  Mary E. Heck Barrios 
PRESENT  Erik L. Burns 
PRESENT  J. Donald Cascio   BY PROXY TO Benjamin Cascio 
PRESENT  Douglas T. Curet 

Steven J. Farber 
PRESENT  Jay J. Harris 
PRESENT  D. Blayne Honeycutt 
PRESENT  Brian D. Lenard 
PRESENT  Robert W. Morgan 
 
TWENTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (12 seats) Parishes of St. Tammany & 

Washington 
PRESENT  Elizabeth A. Alston 
PRESENT Eric K. Buerger 
PRESENT  Keith M. Couture 
PRESENT  C. Ellen McCain Creel 
PRESENT  Carole G. Gillio 
PRESENT  Paul A. Lea, Jr. 
PRESENT  Robert C. Lehman 
PRESENT  J. Kevin McNary 

Laurie Martin Pennison 
Tracey T. Powell 
Georgia G. Turgeau 
Peggy G. Vallejo 

 
TWENTY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parishes of Ascension, Assumption & 

St. James 
PRESENT  Lana O. Chaney 
PRESENT  Tonya B. Clark 
PRESENT Jessie M. LeBlanc 
PRESENT  Michael J. Poirrier 
PRESENT  Timothy E. Pujol 
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TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (19 seats) Parish of Jefferson 
PRESENT  Conrad A. Buchler 
PRESENT  Robert J. Caluda 
PRESENT  Thomas Christopher Cerullo 

David L. Colvin 
Bruce C. Dean  

PRESENT  Mickey S. deLaup 
PRESENT  S. Guy deLaup 
PRESENT  Michael R. Delesdernier 

Kurt C. Garcia 
PRESENT  Geralyn P. Garvey 
PRESENT  John J. Lee, Jr. 
PRESENT  Robert A. McMahon, Jr. 

Steve J. Mortillaro 
C. Joseph Murray 

PRESENT  George B. Recile 
PRESENT  Thomas F. Schexnayder 
PRESENT  Mettery I. Sherry, Jr. 
PRESENT Gerald P. Webre 
 
TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Plaquemine 

Stephen C. Braud 
PRESENT  Dominick Scandurro, Jr. 
 
TWENTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (6 seats) Parishes of Bossier & Webster 
PRESENT  John Zachary Blanchard, Jr. 
PRESENT  Patrick R. Jackson 
PRESENT  Jacqueline A. Scott   BY PROXY TO Summer Bluford 
PRESENT  Ross E. Shacklette 
PRESENT  John B. Slattery, Jr. 

David A. Szwak 
 
TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (4 seats) Parish of St. Landry 
PRESENT  Francis A. Olivier III 
PRESENT  John L. Olivier 
PRESENT  Jacque B. Pucheu, Jr. 
 
TWENTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of LaSalle 
PRESENT  Steven P. Kendrick  
 
TWENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parish of St. Charles 
PRESENT  Steven F. Griffith, Sr. 

Gregory A. Miller 
Robert L. Raymond 

 
THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parish of Vernon 

John K. “Mike” Anderson 
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PRESENT  Daniel Wayne Bush 
Simeon Christie Smith IV 

 
THIRTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Jefferson Davis 
PRESENT  Richard M. Arceneaux     
 
THIRTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parish of Terrebonne 

Michael James Billiot 
PRESENT  Charles C. Bourque, Jr. 

Jessica L. Duet 
PRESENT  Patricia P. Reeves-Floyd 

Conrad "Duke" Williams 
 
THIRTY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Allen 
  Douglas L. Hebert, Jr. 
  Michael Bruce Holmes  
 
THIRTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (5 seats) Parish of St. Bernard 
PRESENT  Roberta L. Burns 

William H. Egan 
PRESENT  Gregory J. Noto 
PRESENT  Paul A. Tabary III 
 
THIRTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Grant 

Joseph P. Beck III 
 
THIRTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of Beauregard 

Erika F. Anderson 
Lloyd K. Milam 

 
THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Caldwell 
PRESENT  James E. Mixon   BY PROXY TO Brian Frazier 
 
THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Cameron 
PRESENT  Glenn W. Alexander 
 
THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (1 seat) Parish of Red River 

John Q. Davis 
 
FORTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (3 seats) Parish of St. John the Baptist 

Tomy J. Acosta 
PRESENT  William D. O’Regan III 
PRESENT  Richard B. Stricks 
PARISH OF ORLEANS (33 seats) 
PRESENT  Donald R. Abaunza 
PRESENT Glenn B. Adams 
PRESENT  Francis J. Barry, Jr. 
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PRESENT  Ashley L. Belleau 
PRESENT  Jack C. Benjamin, Jr. 
PRESENT  Andrew A. Braun 
PRESENT  Patrick D. Breeden 
PRESENT  P. Michael D. Breeden III 

Frank S. Bruno 
Frank M. Buck, Jr. 

PRESENT  Thomas A. Casey, Jr. 
PRESENT  Paul B. Deal 
PRESENT  Val P. Exnicios 

Bruce L. Feingerts 
PRESENT  William R. Forrester, Jr. 
PRESENT  Darryl J. Foster    BY PROXY TO Crystal Domreis 
PRESENT  Judith A. Gainsburgh 
PRESENT  James C. Gulotta, Jr. 
PRESENT  Andrew L. Kramer 
PRESENT  David W. Leefe 

Jennifer M. Medley 
PRESENT  André J. Mouledoux 
PRESENT  H. Minor Pipes III 
PRESENT  Brian P. Quirk 
PRESENT  Charles M. Raymond 
PRESENT  Louis Gravois Schott 
PRESENT  Karen Baumgarten Sher 
PRESENT  John A. Stassi II 
PRESENT  Patrick A. Talley, Jr. 
PRESENT Irving J. Warshauer 
PRESENT  Edward Dirk Wegmann 
PRESENT  Walter I. Willard 
PRESENT  Phillip A. Wittmann  
 
FORTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT (2 seats) Parish of DeSoto 

Britney A. Green 
Robert E. Plummer 
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APPENDIX “A” 
 
 

ABA MODEL RULE FOR PAYEE NOTIFICATION 

 

PREFACE 

The Model Rule for Payee Notification is based upon Regulation 64 of the Department of 
Insurance of the State of New York, promulgated in 1988 (11 NYCRR 216.9 (A) & (B)), which 
requires notice to the payee in all insurance settlements in excess of $5,000. The regulation does 
not apply to no-fault payments from a claimant's own insurer. As implemented in various 
jurisdictions the provision for payee notification has been triggered by a dollar amount which 
ranges from $1,000 to $5,000.  

In payment of liability claims, it is the customary practice of insurance carriers to deliver the 
settlement proceeds to the lawyer of record for the claimant, usually by check made payable 
jointly to the claimant and the claimant's lawyer. As the Supreme Court of New Jersey observed 
in Matter of Conroy, 56 N.J. 279, 266 A.2d 279 (1970), the underlying purpose for the practice is 
to "protect and preserve the interests of all three parties to the transaction" the insured, the 
successful claimant and the claimant's lawyer. In the payment process, the insurance carrier does 
not typically notify the claimant when it makes payment to the claimant's lawyer or other 
representative. This gap in the process permits dishonest practices to interfere with the settlement 
and payment of insurance claims.  

If the dishonest conduct involves the claimant's lawyer instances of lawyer misconduct can 
include the unauthorized settlement of the client's claim with the defendant's insurer, forgery of 
the claimant's signature on a stipulation of settlement or other legal document that may be 
required to complete the settlement, forgery of the claimant's endorsement on the settlement draft 
itself, or misappropriation of the claimant's share of the proceeds.  

It is not uncommon for a dishonest lawyer to successfully conceal the unauthorized settlement 
and misappropriation for several years and to be unable to restore the claimant's funds when the 
loss is finally discovered. As few client protection funds are able to provide full reimbursement 
for all eligible losses it is important that the legal profession devise and support methods of 
reducing losses resulting from dishonest conduct in the practice of law, including the 
misappropriation of personal injury settlements.  

Experience in New York and other states demonstrates that the payee notification rule has had a 
salutary effect on lawyer misconduct, has demonstrated an effective protection device for clients 
and has benefitted the state lawyers' fund for client protection. A similar statute or regulation 
should have the same beneficial effect in other jurisdictions.  
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MODEL RULE 

Written Notice to Claimants of Payment of Claims in Third Party Settlements.  

1. Upon the payment of [insert desired dollar amount] or more in settlement of any third-
party liability claim, the insurer shall provide written notice to the claimant where: (1) the 
claimant is a natural person, and (2) the payment is delivered to the claimant's lawyer or 
other representative by draft, check or otherwise. Such notice shall be required when 
payment is made to a claimant by the insurer or its representative, including the insurer's 
lawyer.  

2. This rule shall not create any cause of action for any person against the insurer, other than 
a government agency, based upon the insurer's failure to provide notice to a claimant as 
required by this rule; nor shall this rule create a defense for any party to any cause of 
action based upon the insurer's failure to provide such notice.  

 

COMMENT 

This rule is intended to serve as a deterrent to the dishonest conduct of a claimant's lawyer with 
respect to the receipt of third-party liability claims. The intended salutary effects of including the 
payee in the claim payment process should obtain whether the rule is enacted as a statute or a 
regulation.  

The written notice requirement of Paragraph A of this rule is reasonable and appropriate to 
advise the claimant of settlement of its liability claim by payment to its lawyer or other 
representative. Written notice provides the claimant with an independent and verifiable source of 
information concerning the facts of the settlement. It also provides the adverse party and insurer 
with certainty that the settlement has been concluded in a lawful manner.  

The provisions of Paragraph B are intended to make clear that an insurance carrier's failure to 
comply with this rule does not create a new cause of action or defense for a party. The insurer, 
however, may be subject to appropriate action by a state regulatory or licensing agency.  

 







RESOLUTION PROPOSED BY THE
THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

OF THE LOUISIANA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

RESOLUTION RE: ASSESSMENT OF MANDATORY FEES IN CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS
PURSUANT TO LA. R.S. §15:168 AND IMPLEMENTATION OF UNIFORM FEE SCHEDULE

WHEREAS, an important component of the mission of the Louisiana State Bar Association is to
ensure access to and aid in the administration of justice; and essential to the administration of justice Is the
existence of a fair, efficient end equitable criminal justice system,

WHEREAS, integral to a properly functioning criminal justice system is adequate financial resources
for the work of all components of the criminal justice system, including law enforcement, prosecution, courts,
public and private defense counsel, and corrections;

WHEREAS, no component of the criminal justice system can function effectively without reasonable
resources;

WHEREAS, the right to counsel is a fundamental procedural safeguard to assure a fair trial where the
government and the accused stand equal before the law;

WHEREAS, on January 20, 2007, the Louisiana State Bar Association's House of Delegates adopted
a Resolution urging the State of Louisiana to accord Public Defender offices with reasonable resources,
professionalism and mutual respect;

WHEREAS, current law provides for funding of the public defender system through the district
indigent defender fund in Louisiana Revised Statutes §15:168 by requiring that courts shall assess the sum of
Thirty-Five Dollars in cases in which a defendant is convicted, and that this fee shall be in addition to all other
fines, costs, or forfeitures imposed;

WHEREAS, inconsistent collection of the mandatory Thirty-Five Dollar fee for criminal convictions
set forth in Louisiana Revised Statutes §15:168 has reduced resources for public defenders who serve as an
essential component of the criminal justice system;

WHEREAS, the enforcement of the current Louisiana Revised Statutes §15:168, would help to
resolve funding inequities among the critical components of the criminal justice system by providing necessary
resources for district indigent defender funds;

WHEREAS, the uniform, consistent assessment of fees in accordance with the laws of the State of
Louisiana, and in particular, Louisiana Revised Statutes §15:168 can be assisted by the use of a statewide court
cost fee schedule,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Delegates of the Louisiana State Bar
Association and its members support the uniform application of the Thirty-Five Dollar fee in criminal
convictions as required by Louisiana law under the Louisiana Revised Statutes §15:168,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the House of Delegates of the Louisiana State Bar Association
and its members support the development and implementation of a statewide court cost fee schedule so that
court costs will be assessed consistently, fairly, and in accordance with the laws of the State of Louisiana.

Respectfully Submitted,
LSB A Criminal Justice Committee
December 15,2010

Hon. William Morvant, Chair
Criminal Justice Committee
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Proposed Resolution 

 I, the undersigned chairman of the Bankruptcy Section for the Louisiana State Bar 

Association (“Bankruptcy Section”), hereby propose that the bylaws of the Bankruptcy 

Resolution be amended to increase the annual fee of its members from ten dollars ($10) to 

twenty ($20).  I hereby confirm that a majority of the board members voted in favor of this 

amendment to the by-laws. 

 I have hereunto set my hand on this 15th day of December, 2010. 

 
        /s/ Tristan Manthey      
       Tristan Manthey 
       Chairman of the Bankruptcy Section 
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