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Although he wrote prior to the invention of the printing press, Koheleth in Ecclesiastes 
warned us that “of making many books, there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the 
flesh.” The printing press and the typewriter, not to mention the computer, the word processor 
and Kindle, have made the aphorism truer than ever regarding the making of many books. But, as 
I have aged and studied more every year, I totally disagree with the rest of the Biblical 
admonition. I do not believe that study wearies the flesh. Instead, “study” enables us to learn 
things that we did not know, to organize our thoughts, and to see more clearly things that may 
have been opaque and unclear. Study can be rewarding psychologically as we solve problems and 
resolve issues. And it can be energizing. The French have a proverb, which when translated into 
English, means that “to learn a new language is to begin the conquest of a people.” That’s a 
powerful result from study. 

Even in our more modern times, poet Edgar Allan Poe complained about pondering 
“weak and weary” over many a “quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore.” Granted, a “quaint 
and curious” volume might make a person weary, but the truth of the matter is that weariness is 
not inherent in the process of studying. To the contrary, study may be stimulating. 

As lawyers, we are constantly studying. Whether it is to review and study the new laws 
passed by the state Legislature or the U.S. Congress, or to read the decisions of state and federal 
courts, or to attend seminars, or to review and revise forms that we use, we live a life of constant 
study. At least we do if we want to stay out of trouble and practice law well. No matter how long 
one has practiced law, a new case requires study, and often a routine case may require study to 
make sure that things have not changed since the last time you were involved in such a matter. 
But, in addition to practicing law, I think of my experience teaching. 

I have taught part-time at Tulane Law School for 50 years, and I have often said that I 
consider teaching a class as exercise for my brain. For the entire hour of the class, I cannot let my 
mind wander even for a few seconds. And I always leave class more energized than when I 
began, unless I think I have made a mistake and said something that I should not have said. In 
order to teach a class, a teacher cannot simply stand up before the students and start talking! A 
teacher has to prepare for the class. I do not think I have ever studied more than in the early years 
of my teaching, when I studied more than ever to be prepared for the class, especially a class on a 
subject that I had not taught before. There is very little as rewarding as the satisfaction of closing 
the gap and being prepared for a class, and then the joy of actually teaching it. 

Study can come in many forms. It may be involved in being a student in a class that 
someone else is teaching, where reading assignments are made and you, the student, have to 
study those assignments in order to participate in the class. But study also can be on the other 
side of the teacher’s desk, where the teacher has to study in order to comprehend the material and 
know what to assign, and be prepared to ask questions, answer questions and work with the 
thoughts and expressions of the students. 



So, I think Koheleth is off base: study is not only not wearisome, but as noted above, it 
stimulates the mind and it exercises the brain. And that strengthens us. Scientifically, we know as 
a fact of life that a person who continues to work and learn as he or she ages will likely live 
longer and have a healthier life. 

The word “study” comes from old French (“estudie”) and, before that, from Latin 
(“studium”). Originally, it meant “eagerness, intense application,” and from that origin study 
came to have an application to learning. The word “studium” was derived from the verb 
“studere” and meant to “be eager and study” and is the source of the English word “student.” The 
underlying notion of “study” is the “application of extreme effort.” 

We learn in many ways. Some ways are by observing, some are by experiencing, and 
most are by reasoning or thinking, especially when combined with observing and experiencing. 
Since there are many different kinds of reasoning — for example, inductive reasoning and 
deductive reasoning — the point is that we learn especially well when we combine these 
elements. When we study, we not only learn the material we are studying, but we learn how to 
learn, and we improve our skills at learning. When we study something, we undoubtedly look to 
the origins of the things we are studying. We may look to the history of something to see not only 
when and how it began, but how it developed and perhaps changed over time. And we learn the 
very process of studying, and, in due course, as we see one thing lead to another, we learn the 
cause-effect relationships between things. We may learn broad concepts or we may learn narrow 
ones, but invariably we have to look at definitions and be certain that we know the meaning or 
meanings of the words involved in the study. Such “study” invariably makes us more aware of 
the world we live in. Hence, the root of “eager” seems more appropriate than ever before. Study 
lets us know not only where we are now, but where we have been and where we may be headed. 
True, we may get little educational benefit from “quaint and curious” volumes, but we may be 
amused and entertained by them, and that may help us learn. Undoubtedly, we benefit 
enormously when we pay attention and study seriously. 

It takes a good bit of temerity, or as one says in Yiddish, “chutzpah,” to challenge a 
saying of the Bible, but, temerity aside, I am not challenging a spiritual concept of the Bible. I 
genuinely believe that if Koheleth were living today, he would believe that much study is a 
thrilling and meaningful way to live. 

Let’s hope that there really is no end to making many books, and that the books get better 
and better as we make them, and that all of us get to study more.  
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