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How to Practice Law While Traveling Abroad 

By John Waters, Jr. 
 

My wife Jaime and I celebrated our 
35th wedding anniversary in Italy in 2011.  
Our only hotel reservation was in Rome.  I 
took my cell phone and, over my wife’s 
objection, my laptop. Roaming charges 
were expensive but hooking up to a hotel 
Wi-Fi was very inexpensive.  The laptop 
came in handy for making reservations, 
renting cars and picking restaurants, and 
both were essential to find our way 
around, especially to navigate the alleys in 
Venice.  

Aside from a judge calling me on a 
personal matter while we were in Florence 
and an anxious lawyer demanding a 
response to his settlement demand while 
we were in Venice, we were footloose and 
fancy-free to enjoy our holiday abroad. 

Two years later, our youngest son graduated from college in Taiwan and we decided to 
take the opportunity to visit mainland China. Although Google has been battling with China over 
internet censorship, every hotel we stayed at from Beijing to Xian had Wi-Fi and cell phone 
service was available everywhere. I had easy access to my office files on the internet and the 
ability to conduct business with people in the United States whenever necessary, including my 
associate regarding a difficult deposition.   

My brother-in-law called when his construction company needed help. Not a problem. I 
dashed off a letter to him in the hotel lobby.  A petition had to be filed before our return. I 
drafted it during the heat of the day in Beijing and it was filed by my office in New Orleans 
while Jaime and I climbed the Great Wall of China.   

Ping Yao is a 14th century walled 
city about 450 miles west of Beijing. It is 
like a Chinese version of the Vieux Carré 
but bigger and older.  While there, a 
client in New Jersey decided it wanted 
me to make a settlement offer in a case 
that was pending in Pineville, Louisiana.  
No one in my office was familiar with 
the case, so at 2 a.m. Ping Yao time I sat 
on the front steps of our hotel and called 
plaintiff’s counsel in Shreveport, a 
lawyer  I had never spoken with before.  I 



 
A temple in Taiwan (June 2013) 

decided to break the ice by telling him, “I’m calling you from Ping Yao, China. It’s 2 a.m. here, 
so you have to know I’m serious. Let’s settle this case!” Never having received a call from a 
lawyer in Shanxi province, he didn’t quite know what to say.  But the cell phone connection was 
clear as a bell: he could even hear the putt putt sounds of Asian motor scooters, the dogs barking 
in the street, and the men drinking beer and throwing dice in the alleyway. We were talking 
settlement even though we were located worlds apart and separated by many time zones. 
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I was able to practice Louisiana law from China without any problem when 

circumstances back home required it. I could travel with my family and see faraway places 
because technology allowed me to work far away from my office for several weeks.  I could 
practice law from wherever I was as if sitting at my desk in New Orleans, and there was not a 
lot of catch-up work to do when I got back home.   

Embrace technology.  It does not have to complicate your life. Use it for the good it 
does you and feel free to see the world. Next stop – Japan.  
 
John Waters, a graduate of LSU Law School, is a partner in the New Orleans law firm of Bienvenu, 
Foster, Ryan & O’Bannon, L.L.C. (Ste. 2200, Common Street, New Orleans, LA 70112, 
JWaters@bfrob.com) 
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Law in China is evidently quite different: 

 
Sign at the police station in Ping Yao (July 2013) 
 
 
Interrogation and examination is governed by the gods: 

    
The gods of the Interrogation and Examination Department (Beijing 2013). The sign reads, “Its function is to 
interrogate criminals to get to the truth. It is a primary court in the nether world.” 
 


