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My daily commute to the office varies from 30 to 45 minutes each way. About 25 years 
ago, I began listening to audiobooks. I am now a passionate audiobook listener. Just from the 
daily commute, I can get in about five hours a week in pleasure listening. Here are some of my 
favorite listening strategies and recommendations. Whatever your interests are, there are tons of 
books out there for you. 

I am a big believer in using the public library. You would be amazed at the free 
audiobooks available at the library, both on the shelf and online. The price is always right (free 
unless you are hit with a late fee). And browsing through the library shelves is fun.   

You will be amazed at how many books you can listen to. The Brothers Karamazov, for 
example, takes only 37 hours of listening. Maybe that sounds like a lot, but you will be sorry, at 
the end of roughly a month of listening, when the book concludes.  

When I first started listening to audiobooks, I was skeptical of the value of listening 
versus actually reading. Yes, there is a difference, but you would be surprised at how readily you 
adapt to listening. I have listened to Faulkner’s Light in August and Absalom, Absalom! and I am 
convinced Faulkner is appreciated best through the ear. Faulkner’s lyricism and southern speech 
pattern is better when heard than read.   

If you become an ardent audiobook reader, you will want to expand beyond resources of 
the public library. I like Amazon.com. If possible, I buy used versions of the audiobooks. 
Audible.com has a huge selection and the site advertises heavily, but I have never used the 
service. Maybe somebody will drop me an email, and let me know what they think of it.  

I am a huge fan of The Teaching Company’s The Great Courses series. The Great 
Courses generally provide 12 to 24 45-minute lectures on a particular course subject, ranging 
from science (string theory can be fun), history and the arts. The series can be downloaded, or 
purchased on DVDs or CDs. For the car, CDs work great. Some of the courses are available at 
the public library, and The Teaching Company is always running sales. Never pay full price for 
one of the courses. You also can find used copies of the courses on eBay.  

Let me put in a plug for Robert Greenberg’s music appreciation lectures with The Great 
Courses. Among his many credits, Greenberg has degrees from Princeton and the University of 
California at Berkeley. He is simply incredible! He brings technical skill and knowledge, wit and 
erudition to music appreciation. Right now, I am commuting to work with my daughter, who is a 
first-year lawyer in New Orleans. We have just started listening in the car to Greenberg’s 
“Beethoven: His Life and Music.” My daughter, who is no pushover for bad jokes, started 
laughing aloud over Greenberg’s description of Beethoven’s personal life. Greenberg has 
wonderful lectures ranging from musical fundamentals (time signals, chords, etc.) to chamber 
music, symphonic works and opera. 

One of my favorite things to do, and I know to some of you this will seem peculiar, is to 
listen to lectures from The Great Courses on particular classics and to alternate the lectures with 
the corresponding passages in the audiobooks of that classic. I prefer to listen to the lectures 
before listening to the work itself so I know what to listen for. For example, I have listened to 
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audiobooks of Virgil’s Aeneid, Dante’s Divine Comedy and Homer’s Odyssey. I would first 
listen to one lecture on one CD, then switch out the CD and listen to the corresponding CD of the 
audiobook. It is a wonderful experience, much like taking a course as an undergraduate. 

I want to mention a couple of my favorite authors. If you have never experienced P.G. 
Wodehouse, make a point of doing so. Wodehouse is a master of English prose and a master of 
farce. (The sad part with his story is he was something of a collaborator while interned during 
World War II. He lost favor in Britain and migrated to America after the war.) I recommend The 
Code of the Woosters as an introductory Wodehouse novel. Wodehouse will make you fall out of 
your seat laughing. 

I also want to recommend the novels of Haruki Murakami. He is a contemporary 
Japanese writer, and his novels, generally featuring magical realism, are set in 1980s Japan. The 
rumor is that he has been shortlisted for the Nobel Prize for literature, although he has not yet 
been awarded that prize. Somewhat randomly I first picked up a copy of Norwegian Wood at the 
library and was just blown away. The title comes from the Beatles song and reflects Murakami’s 
and Japan’s multiculturalism. 1Q84 is a more recent, quirky novel set in an “alternative 
universe” of Tokyo, first quarter of 1984. 

There is much, much, much more to be said on this subject, but I hope you will drop me a 
line and share some of your experiences with audiobooks. 
 
Robert E. (Bob) Holden is a shareholder in the New Orleans office of Liskow & Lewis, A.P.L.C. 
He received a BS degree in engineering science in 1972 from Florida State University and his 
JD degree, cum laude, in 1978 from the University of Florida, where he was a member of the 
Law Review and graduated Order of the Coif. He is a past chair of the Louisiana State Bar 
Association’s Environmental Law Section. He is admitted to practice in Florida, Louisiana and 
Texas. His practice concentrates on environmental regulatory counseling and regulatory 
litigation. (reholden@liskow.com; Ste. 5000, 701 Poydras St., New Orleans, LA 70139) 
 


