RESOLUTION PROPOSED BY THE
COMMITTEE ON THE PROFESSION
OF THE LOUISIANA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

WHEREAS, the LSBA Committee on the Profession (“Committee”) is charged as part
of its mission, “‘to support and encourage lawyers to exercise the highest standards of integrity,
cthics and professionalism in their conduct; to examine systemic issues in the legal system
arising out of the lawyer’s relationship and duties to his/her clients, other lawyers, the courts, the
judicial system and the public good; to provide the impetus and means to positively impact those
relationships and duties; to improve access to the legal system; and to improve the quality of life
and work/life balance for lawyers™; and

WHEREAS, the Committee is comprised of LSBA members from all geographic areas
of the state and practice groups;

WHEREAS, the Committee believes the Code of Professionalism should be amended:;

WHEREAS, Amendments have not been made to the Code of Professionalism since
January 10, 1992;

WHEREAS, a Subcommittee of the Committee on the Profession was appointed to study
and make recommended changes to the Committee on the Profession;

WHEREAS, the Subcommittee furnished its recommendations to the Committee and
after careful consideration, the Committee on the Profession recommended adoption of the
aspirational Code of Professionalism as proposed in Exhibit A (Attached).

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the LSBA House of Delegates
approve the recommendations of the Committee on the Profession as set forth above.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the LSBA House of
Delegates respectfully recommends approval of same by the Louisiana Supreme Court.

Respectfully submitted,
LSBA Committee on the Profession
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Barry H.(brodsky, Co-Chair
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Michaél E. Holoway, Co-Chéir
Monique M. Edwards, Vice-Chair
Christy M. Howley, Vice-Chair
Honorable Carl J. Barbier

Robert A. Barnett

APPROVED Honorable Roland L. Belsome, Jr.
HOUSE OF DELEGATES & BOARD OF GOVERNORS Alicia M. Bendana
JANUARY 20, 2018 Scott R. Bickford

BATON ROUGE, LA Honorable Herbert A. Cade



Michael G. Calogero
Christine E. Cerniglia
Justin M. Chopin

Mary E. Colvin
Honorable John E. Conery
Sandra K. Cosby

Bobby J. Delise

Larry E. Demmons
Melanie C. Donahue
Stephen 1. Dwyer
Sherman Gene Fendler
Chauntis Jenkins Floyd
Allison C. Foster

Cristen M. Freeman
Judith A. Gainsburgh
Lauren E. Godshall

Aaron J. Hurd

Katherine L. Hurst

Ingrid Janell James
Honorable Nannette Jolivette Brown
Robert A. Kutcher

Nahum D. Laventhal
Honorable Quintillis K. Lawrence
Richard K. Leefe

Robert C. LLehman
Honorable Ivan L.R. Lemelle
Lynn Luker

Michael W. Magner
Sonny Marks

Ryan M. McCabe

Claire McDaniel-Ojeh
Thomas M. McNamara
Andrew D. Mendez
Matthew A. Moeller
Timothy B. Moore

Adrian G. Nadeau

Claire A. Popovich
Brittany O. Rosenbloom
Degan Skylar Rosenbloom
Honorable Ronald J. Sholes (Ret.)
Meghan E. Smith
Anthony J. Staines
Honorable Raymond S. Steib, Jr.
James K. Sticker, 111
Jonathan D. Stokes

Tina L. Suggs

David A. Szwak

Bradley J. Tate

Dylan T. Thriffiley

David P. Vicknair

Marsha M. Wade



Robert L. Walsh

Jade M. Wandell

Honorable Jewell E. Welch, Jr.
Sheila M. Wilkinson

Sharonda R. Williams

Alan J. Yacoubian

Honorable Jay C. Zainey

This A day of Dé’(ﬁméfo/jon.




Exhibit A

THE CODE OF PROFESSIONALISM (PROPOSED)

The legal profession is a learned calling. As such, lawyers should act with honesty and integrity
and be mindful of our responsibility to the judicial system, the public, our colleagues, and the rule
of law. We, as lawyers, should always aspire to the highest ideals of our profession.

e My word is my bond.

e | will conduct myself with honesty, dignity, civility, courtesy and fairness and will not engage
in any demeaning or derogatory actions or commentary toward others.

e [ will not knowingly make statements of fact or law that are untrue or misleading and I will
clearly identify for other counsel changes I have made in documents submitted to me.

e [ will be punctual in my communication with clients, other counsel and the court. [ will honor
scheduled appearances and will cooperate with other counsel in all respects.

e [ will allow counsel fair opportunity to respond and will grant reasonable requests for
extensions of time.

e [ will not abuse or misuse the law, its procedures or the participants in the judicial process.

e | will cooperate with counsel and the court to reduce the cost of litigation and will not file or
oppose pleadings, conduct discovery or utilize any course of conduct for the purpose of undue
delay or harassment of any other counsel or party.

e | will not engage in personal attacks on other counsel or the court or use the threat of sanctions
as a litigation tactic.

e | will support my profession’s efforts to enforce its disciplinary rules and will not make
unfounded allegations of unethical conduct about other counsel.

e [ will work to protect and improve the image of the legal profession in the eyes of the public.

e [ will endeavor to improve our system of justice.

e [ will use technology, including social media, responsibly. My words and actions, no matter
how conveyed, should reflect the professionalism expected of me as a lawyer.

e [ will seek opportunities to be of service to the bench and bar and assist those who cannot
afford legal help.

e ['will be supportive of new members in the profession.

e [ will stay informed about changes in the law, communication, and technology which affect
the practice of law.



CURRENT

CODE OF PROFESSIONALISM

My word is my bond. I will never intentionally mislead the court or

other counsel. I will not knowingly make statements of fact or law

that are untrue. '

w | will clearly identify for other counsel changes I have made in
documents submitted to me.

ow | will conduct myself with dignity, civility, courtesy and a sense of fair
play.

o | will not abuse or misuse the law, its procedures or the participants in
the judicial process.

v [ will consult with other counsel whenever scheduling procedures are
required and will be cooperative in scheduling discovery, hearings, the
testimony of witnesses and in the handling of the entire course of any
legal matter.

o [ will not file or oppose pleadings, conduct discovery or utilize any
course of conduct for the purpose of undue delay or harassment of any
other counsel or party. I will allow counsel fair opportunity to respond
and will grant reasonable requests for extensions of time.

o [ will not engage in personal attacks on other counsel or the court. I
will support my profession’s efforts to enforce its disciplinary rules and
will not make unfounded allegations of unethical conduct about other
cqgunsel.

o [ will not use the threat of sanctions as a litigation tactic.

o | will cooperate with counsel and the court to reduce the cost of litiga-
tion and will readily stipulate to all matters not in dispute.

o [ will be punctual in my communication with clients, other counsel and
the court, and in honoring scheduled appearances.
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Signature, Louisiana State Bar Association VMember

Following approval by the Louisiana Stare Bar Association House of Delegates
and Board of Governors at the Mid-Year Meeting, and approval by the
Supreme Court of Louisiana on Jan. 10, 1992, the Code of Professionalism
was adopted for the membership. The Code originated out of the Professional-

ism and Qualiry of Life Commutree.




