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Introduction to Legal 
Research on Fastcase
2016

Getting started — Logging in
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What’s in the Fastcase Database?
 Primary Law:
 Cases

 Statutes

 Regulations

 Court Rules

 Constitutions

HeinOnline Partnership

Not sure? Check our Scope 
of Coverage page:
 fastcase.com/coverage

My Research Home
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Results screen

Navigating cases

 Use the highlight feature 
to find important 
information quickly.

 Easily navigate to other 
cases in your results list 
that display along the 
left side of the case.
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Print, download, or email cases

These options are 
available at the top of 
each Fastcase document 
in the grey toolbar.

Printing options
 Fastcase allows you to download, save, and print an unlimited amount of primary law documents.

 You can change the number of columns and file format (Microsoft Word or PDF).
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Save Your Favorite Documents 

Public link — share with anyone

 You can share Primary 
Law documents with 
anyone, even if they do 
not have access to 
Fastcase.

 Just click Public Link to 
open a new Public tab. 
Share the web address 
with friends, colleagues, 
and clients.
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Advanced Caselaw Search

 Go to Search > Search Cases from 
the black toolbar along the top of 
the screen to access the Advanced 
Caselaw Search page.

 Many more options are available:

 Change the search mode

 Change your jurisdiction

 Adjust your date range.

Different types of searches
 Citation Lookup; Natural Language; and Keyword (Boolean)
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Mix and match jurisdictions

 Select Individual 
Jurisdictions to search 
within one particular 
state, district, circuit etc.

 Or mix and match in any 
combination.

Operators for keyword searches
Operator Example Description

AND, & libel AND damages Results must contain both “libel” and “damages”

OR premarital OR prenuptial Results must contain either “premarital” or “prenuptial”

NOT negligence NOT criminal Results must contain “negligence” but must not contain the 
word “criminal”

w/3, /3 custody w/15 interrogation Results must contain “custody” within 15 words of 
“interrogation.” Select a number to limit the distance 
between words

*, ! testif* Results must contain some variation of the stem “testif” 
such as testified, testifying, etc.

? mari?uana Results must contain a m‐a‐r‐i‐__‐u‐a‐n‐a with one letter 
being substituted for the question mark

“  “ “estate tax” Results must contain the exact phrase: estate tax

(  ) (confront OR cross‐examine) Altering the order of operations (more later)
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AND — libel AND damages

Only returns cases at the intersection 
— ones containing both the words libel 
and damages.

OR —prenuptial OR premarital

Returns all cases around the perimeter 
of the two words — either those using 
the word prenuptial or the word 
premarital.
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NOT —negligence NOT criminal

Only returns cases mentioning 
“negligence” without referencing the 
word “criminal.”

Proximity or within —w/# or /#

Sample matches:

in-custody interrogation of  a suspect . . . .                    (w/1 matches.)

unless in-custody police interrogation is . . . . (w/2 matches.)

interrogation while in custody may give . . . .                 (w/3 matches.)

when in custody for purposes of interrogation . . . .      (w/4 matches.)

custody /5 interrogation — return cases where custody appears within 5 words 
of  interrogation  
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Root expander (*, !)

Return all cases beginning with the 
letters prosecut — important: for a 
Boolean search, Fastcase doesn’t 
return past‐tense, future tense, 
gerunds, etc.

Single letter wildcard — ?

rec??ved — return all cases with 
either spelling (correct or wrong) of  
received

rec??ved

received recieved
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“Quotation marks”

Sample matches:

Defendant timely filed her notice of  appeal with . . . .

One must file notice of  appeal with the prothonotary . . . . 

Not in search results:

Defendant erroneously filed two notices of  appeal with . . . .

“notice of appeal” — returns only cases with the exact phrase notice of 
appeal 

Parentheses — ()

Consider the following search: 
car OR vehicle AND getaway



1/6/2016

12

car OR vehicle AND getaway

What Fastcase actually sees:

(vehicle AND getaway) OR car

Subtle but important distinction
Incorrect:

car OR (vehicle AND getaway)

Correct:

(car OR vehicle) AND getaway
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Sorting search results
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Filtering results

Search within
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Bad Law Bot
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Visual law

Searching other materials

Integrated Content

• Content is contained within 
Fastcase’s database.

• The text is searchable within 
Fastcase.

• Searchable rules, etc. will be in 
bold

Unintegrated Content

• Content is not integrated into 
Fastcase’s database.

• The text is not searchable within 
Fastcase.

• Fastcase provides a hyperlink to 
a third party website where the 
content is available.

Integrated

Unintegrated
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Searching statutes

Statute search results

Manipulate your results using 
the same sorting tools that are 
available for Caselaw searches.
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View a Statute Section

 View your results along the left 
side. You can also see an Outline 
View (Table of Contents style) of 
the code here.

 A list of citing cases will display 
beneath the text of the statute in 
the Annotations section.

Ohio Attorneys . . . 
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Available 8 am - 8 pm Eastern, Monday through Friday
(excluding holidays)

1-866-773-2782

CALL

support@fastcase.com

EMAIL

Help  Live Help

LIVE CHAT

Additional Training Resources:

Customer Support

CLE: 4 weeks. No need to email. 


