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SPEAKER BIOS 
as of 2/19/16 

 
Amanda Aguillard CPA knew from the age of sixteen that she wanted to be an accountant (yep, it’s true!).  She 
has never looked back.  She loves spreadsheets and bank reconciliations, and is a fanatical planner.  She holds 
a Masters Degree in Taxation from the University of Denver, where her love of the outdoors came second only 
to her love of obscure tax law. She spends any spare time cooking for her two kids, volunteering on charity 
fundraiser committees, and reading historical fiction. She is slightly obsessed with Penzey’s Spices and Chris 
Thile. 
 
Rachel Thyre Anderson, a law school graduate of University of California at Davis, was headed to municipal 
law when the California economy took a hit.  So she took a position with a bankruptcy firm and returned to her 
native Louisiana.  Except for a criminal law clerkship year at the Louisiana Supreme Court, she has represented 
bankruptcy clients since.  She quotes her first bankruptcy mentor:  “Bankruptcy is the quintessential ‘general 
practice’ area of law, involving federal and state law, and touching on family law, tax law, contract law, and pretty 
much every other area you can think of.”  Rachel recently obtained her first student loan discharge in a 
bankruptcy case, relieving her client of more than $150,000 in what is normally non-dischargeable debt. 
 
Eric K. Barefield is Ethics Counsel for the Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA). A 1995 graduate of 
Louisiana State University Paul M. Hebert Law Center, Barefield began his professional career as an Assistant 
District Attorney in Orleans Parish (1995-98). From 1998-2005, he served as Deputy Disciplinary Counsel with 
the Office of Disciplinary Counsel and was responsible for investigating and prosecuting violations of the 
Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct. He joined the LSBA staff in 2005, working first with the Practice 
Assistance Program’s alternatives to discipline. Barefield coordinated the launch of the LSBA’s Law Office 
Management Assistance Program and the Solo and Small Firm Conference before accepting his current position 
focusing on the Ethics Advisory Service. 
 
Troy Bell is an attorney with Courington, Kiefer & Sommers law firm. A litigator, he focuses on environmental, 
toxic tort, mass tort, construction and personal injury defense. He has an undergraduate degree from Loyola 
University, and his law degree from Southern University Law Center.  
 
Austin Benton is an attorney at the firm of Benton, Benton & Benton. Austin primarily practices in the areas of 
family and personal injury.  In addition to practicing law, Austin is the owner of Ayla, which is a legal software 
company that Louisiana judges and attorneys have chosen to automate their petitions, letters, and judgments.  
 
Nicole Black, an attorney in Rochester, New York, is a legal technology evangelist at MyCase.com, a cloud- 
based law practice management software company. She has written "Cloud Computing for Lawyers" (ABA 2012) 
and “Criminal Law in New York,” a Thomson West treatise.  She is also a co-author of the ABA’s "Social Media: 
The Next Frontier" (ABA 2010).  Her weekly column on mobile computing and internet-based technology can be 
seen at The Daily Record, an electronic legal newsletter for western New York state.  She is a frequent speaker 
on mobile computing and Internet-based technology as it pertains to the legal profession. 
  

http://t.signaletre.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJN7t5XYgdVhPKW2zGCgP1qf-5WVd0tpR56dSy0f4qDwjx02?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycase.com%2F&si=6019022114521088&pi=0b82f07e-6c60-4836-abf4-1914fba0cac9
http://nydailyrecord.com/blog/2015/01/16/legal-loop-a-look-at-4-of-my-favorite-apps-and-extensions/
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Tracy Burch, a former Louisiana litigator, is a Licensed Professional Counselor in private practice in Shreveport.  
Her indirect route to her current career started with a business degree from Oklahoma State University and an 
MBA from SMU.  She worked in finance in New York City during the 1980s.  After the 1987 stock market crash, 
she returned to school and earned her JD from LSU.  She practiced for 15 years, primarily civil rights and 
employment law.  Then, she returned to school again, and earned her Master of Science in Counseling 
Psychology from LSU in Shreveport.  Focusing on lawyers and other professionals, she sees clients in her 
Shreveport office, and also online in video sessions. 
 
Michael Carbo represents inventors, authors, filmmakers, artists, and musicians and other performers.  His 
practice includes Internet and social media law and the legal implications of emerging technologies.  In addition 
to obtaining patents, trademarks, and copyrights for clients, he renders advice on trade secret programs and 
intellectual property agreements.  He has been lead trial counsel in patent infringement lawsuits, as well as a 
testifying expert in patent law and procedure.  He has tried to verdict disputes involving music and computer 
software copyright infringement, misappropriation of trade secrets, and criminal misuse of computers.  A frequent 
speaker on intellectual property, he has for the past 29 years taught the patent law course at Loyola Law 
School.  He holds degrees in electrical engineering and law from Tulane University.   

Honorable Susan M. Chehardy is the Chief Judge of the Louisiana 5th Circuit Court of Appeal.  She was elected 
to the appellate bench in 1998 as the court’s first woman judge, and was reelected in 2012.  Prior to her service 
to the appellate bench, she served as judge for the 24th JDC, after an active general litigation personal injury 
practice with the firm of Chehardy, Sherman, Ellis and Breslin; and later with her own litigation firm, Chehardy & 
Nielsen.  A law graduate of Loyola University, she is also a member of the Fifth Circuit Judges Association, the 
Fourth and Fifth Circuit Judges Association, the Association of Women Judges and the American Judicature 
Society. Among other organizations.  A frequent lecturer for the Louisiana Judicial College and the LSBA, she 
serves several committees and boards by appointment of the Louisiana Supreme Court.    

Dane C. Ciolino is a law professor at Loyola University College of Law, and the editor of the weblog Louisiana 
Legal Ethics and the book Louisiana Legal Ethics: Standards and Commentary (2015).  He is also engaged in a 
limited law practice and in law-related consulting, principally in the areas of legal ethics, lawyer discipline, judicial 
discipline, and federal criminal law. His practice includes handling disciplinary matters before the Louisiana 
Supreme Court, the Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board, and the Louisiana Judiciary Commission, legal 
malpractice cases, lawyer disqualification matters, and legal fee disputes. He also consults and serves as an 
expert witness in the fields of legal ethics, legal fees, and the standards of conduct governing lawyers.  
 
Arthur A. Crais, Jr. is an adjunct Professor of Maritime Law at Loyola College of Law where he offers courses 
on Marine Insurance; Marine Pollution; Rights, Remedies and Damages in a Marine Disaster; and a mini summer 
course on the International Law of the Sea. After graduating from Tulane Law School, he was in private practice 
in maritime law and then joined the legal department of Shell Oil Company from which he retired after 33 years 
as Senior Counsel. Mr. Crais has served as an arbitrator for the LSBA Attorney Fee Dispute Program for several 
years, and has arbitrated a number of fee disputes submitted to the program. 
 
Mark A. Cunningham is a partner with the Corporate Compliance and White Collar Defense Team in the New 

Orleans office of Jones Walker LLP. A graduate of Tulane law School, he earned an LLM (Trade Regulation) 
from New York University Law School.  Prior to assuming the role of President, Mark served in several leadership 
positions in the Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA), including President-Elect, Treasurer, Secretary, Editor 
of the Louisiana Bar Journal, and a member of the Board of Governors and House of Delegates.  His other 
leadership positions in the legal community include service as a member of the board of directors of the New 
Orleans Bar Association.  He is a former Chair of the Louisiana Center for Law and Civic Education and the New 
Orleans Pro Bono Project.  
 

http://lalegalethics.org/
http://lalegalethics.org/
http://lalegalethics.org/louisiana-legal-ethics-book/
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Amy Duncan is Access to Justice Training and Projects Counsel at the LSBA and directs the Legal Innovators 
for Tomorrow (LIFT), a statewide legal incubator and accelerator program that provides young attorneys with 
resources to develop innovative, public interest-focused, solo law firms.  LIFT teaches its lawyers how to cost-
effective legal services to those unable to afford legal representation.  She emphasizes the “business” of 
lawyering and the importance of branding, networking, and marketing.  Prior to obtaining her MBA and JD from 
Loyola University, she was a service quality auditor for the Hertz Corporation and a market research analyst for 
Univision Communications Inc. in Los Angeles.   
 
David Jefferson Dye, is a solo practitioner who focuses his practice on natural resource and environmental 
matters, and breach of fiduciary duty claims. "Car-free" since Hurricane Katrina, Jeff is certified as a League 
Cycling Instructor (LCI) by the League of American Bicyclists. He holds a BS in vertebrate zoology from the 
University of Memphis and a Master of Environmental Management degree from Duke University. Jeff worked 
as an environmental scientist for a natural gas pipeline company before earning his JD from Tulane University, 
where he studied Louisiana Civil, environmental, and maritime law and was on the Tulane Maritime Law Journal. 
  
Shawn L. Holahan is the Practice Management Counsel and Legislative Committee Liaison for the LSBA, and 
administrates the LSBA’s fee dispute arbitration program.    A former member of the ABA LP Division’s Publishing 
Board, she is a member of the ABA LP’s State and Local Outreach Committee and is serving her second term 
as a member of the ABA’s TECHSHOW Planning Board.  She is also the current Chair of the Practice 
Management Advisors of North America.  Prior to her position at the bar, she was a partner with a medium sized 
law firm in New Orleans (labor and employment matters primarily) and had completed two federal clerkships in 
the USDC. (E.D. La.).  Understanding that lawyers just want to get back to practicing law without tech getting in 
the way, she seeks to demystify the process of choosing tech that is appropriate for the particular lawyer and 
practice.   

Nicholas Hite, a graduate of Tulane University Law School, was chosen as a fellow for the LIFT program of the 
Louisiana State Bar Association. An advocate for social justice and true equality, he believes that income should 
not be a barrier to quality legal representation. He is the founder of Hite Law Group, LLC to provide expansive 
and inclusive legal service for all individuals, proudly specializing in the unique needs of the LGBTQ community 
and all forms of non-traditional families. 

Will Hornsby, thirty-five years ago, armed with little more than his IBM Selectric, hung out his shingle on the 
day he was admitted to practice. He states that no one suggested this was a good idea. After eight years of an 
unremarkable practice, and in need of affordable health insurance, he saw an ad in a newspaper and applied for 
a job at the ABA in Chicago, where he serves as Staff Counsel to its Standing Committee on the Delivery of 
Legal Services. His focus?  The marketing of legal services – which is why he is here.  Will has written a couple 
of books and a handful of law review articles, with titles like Gaming the System: Approaching 100% Access to 
Legal Services through Online Games. He has posted 1,084 tweets of amazing insights, which as near as he 
can tell, are read by dozens (@willhornsby). He is a frequent speaker at programs and conferences around the 
country.  Will serves as a chair of the Illinois Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission Hearing Panel, 
is a member of the steering committee of the Justice Entrepreneurs Project incubator, and is an adjunct professor 
at Chicago-Kent College of Law. He loves Louisiana cooking and will graciously accept any and all restaurant 
recommendations.  

Abid Hussain is a solo lawyer in New Orleans who has practiced corporate law for more than nine years in 
Texas and Louisiana.  A seasoned speaker on legal technology matters, he also provides practical legal and 
corporate counsel, including intellectual property and asset protection, to entrepreneurs, small business owners, 
real estate investors, and musicians.  Prior to practice, he worked eight years with technology and software 
companies, including start-ups as well as giants such as Texas Instruments and Microsoft, in marketing and 
management positions. He now uses that business experience to help his clients as an attorney. Abid is a 
graduate of the Bronx High School of Science, the University of California at Berkeley, and the University of 
Oregon, School of Law. 
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Mummi Ibrahim, a graduate of Howard University, is a solo practitioner, focusing primarily on criminal defense.  
Before opening her office, she worked with Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana as Staff Attorney, where she 
ran a campaign to end the practice of sentencing juveniles to life without parole.  Mummi continually works to 
improve the administration of criminal justice and employs a holistic approach when addressing the needs of her 
clients. 
 
C. Alan Jennings is a charter member of the Louisiana Notary Association having served as its publications 
chairman, its president, its executive director, and currently serving as its legislative and governmental affairs 
liaison. He is the author of the Fundamentals of Louisiana Notarial Law and Practice (2005, updated annually), 
which is the official study guide for the state notary public exam, and Louisiana Notary, a newsletter covering 
legislation and case law of interest to notaries.  Commissioned since 1990 as a notary in East Baton Rouge 
parish, Alan is also a professional parliamentarian and author of Robert's Rules for Dummies. 
  
Leo Juran, a graduate of Harvard Law School, is a solo practitioner engaged in the practice of labor and 
employment law. His first mediation was in 1970, when he represented an employer in Bossier City.  Since then, 
he has represented both employees and employers in mediation of numerous employment discrimination claims.  
He also maintains an active independent mediation practice, and as a mediator, he has conducted hundreds of 
mediations involving employment discrimination complaints, charges, and lawsuits in Alabama, Alaska, 
Arkansas, Arizona, California, Washington, D.C., Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Mississippi, Montana, Nevada, 
North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Washington, 
Guam, American Samoa, and Saipan in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 
  
Rick Kabra is the CEO of CosmoLex Cloud, a web based law practice management system designed for small 
law firms. With a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering, he has over 10 years of experience in the legal software industry 
catering to the specialized technology needs of small law firms. Rick is a frequent speaker and author on legal 
technologies related to law office management, cloud computing, and legal billing, business & trust accounting 
compliance issues.  Rick’s focus is to help attorneys use technology to simplify their law firm operations. Under 
his watch, the CosmoLex product has grown to include practice management, billing, business accounting and 
trust accounting functions and is being used by small law firms in all 50 states.  

 

Natalie Kelly is the Director of the State Bar of Georgia’s Law Practice Management Program; a former adjunct 
professor of law office management at the John Marshall School of Law in Atlanta; and a certified consultant for 
leading practice management, time billing, and accounting software programs. An active participant in ABA Law 
Practice Management Section and General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Division, she is also a member of the 
ABA Legal Technology Resource Center Board, and has previously served as Chair of the Practice Management 
Advisors Committee and on four ABA TECHSHOW Planning Boards (serving as Chair in 2014). She was a 
member of the ABA GP Solo’s Editorial Board for their Technology & Practice Guide, a special magazine issue 
for the General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Division.  

 

Raymond P. Ladouceur, JD, MBA, CPA, CFF is a licensed CPA and attorney. The Louisiana Board of Legal 
Specialization has certified him as tax specialist, and estate planning and administration specialist, and the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants has certified him in financial forensics. A practitioner highly 
regarded for his estate planning expertise, he is a frequent speaker at numerous continuing education seminars. 
He is the author of Estate and Gift Taxation (A Louisiana Perspective), 2015 Edition and is co-author of Planning 
for Marriage, Separation, and Divorce (A Louisiana Perspective), 2015 Edition.  Mr. Ladouceur is the only person 
to be named the Louisiana Society of CPA’s Outstanding Discussion Leader six times.  He is the Past-President 
of the SLCPA, and of the Louisiana Chapter of Attorney-CPAs.   
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Andrew Legrand is the founding partner at Spera Law Group, LLC, a cloud and paperless law firm in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. His practice primarily consists of advising small business owners on the day-to-day legal 
issues they face, without charging them by the hour. He blogs on Small Business Law at 
http://www.nolasmallbizlaw.com and is a technology consultant for PaperlessChase. You can find him on 
LinkedIn or @LawByLegrand. 
 
Richard P. Lemmler, Jr. has been Ethics Counsel for the LSBA since May 2002 and has been responsible for 
the development and day-to-day administration of the LSBA’s lawyer advertising filing and evaluation process 
since its inception.  He frequently presents CLE on legal ethics and lawyer advertising; he has written several 
articles for the Louisiana Bar Journal.  Before joining the LSBA staff, he practiced law in New Orleans for 14 
years as a solo general practitioner.  He also served two consecutive three-year appointments to the Louisiana 
Attorney Disciplinary Board, first as a lawyer member of a hearing committee and then as chair of a hearing 
committee.   

Andrea Liefloff, a graduate of the University of California at Santa Barbara, works for MyCase which offers 
cloud file management services at a discount to LSBA members.  She can answer your questions about MyCase.  
So, toss her any questions and concerns that you may have about MyCase.  Patience is her virtue.  When she's 
not helping attorneys with their tech questions, she enjoys reading and relaxing at the local coffee shop, petting 
dogs, hiking all the local trails in Santa Barbara, and getting her dance on at the biggest Zumba class in the 
nation. 

Chuck Lowry is a sales representative with Fastcase, the member benefit for research offered by the LSBA to 
its members as the member benefit for research.  The Fastcase database is designed to permit users to find 
cases and statutes, run searches and sort, share and organize their results effectively.  Prior to coming to 
Fastcase, Chuck held editorial, sales, marketing and product development positions at Matthew Bender, Lexis, 
Kluwer Law International and American Lawyer Media.  He lives in New York City. 
 
Lynn Luker is an experienced trial attorney, law school professor, mediator, and former judge pro tempore.  She 
is Chair of the LSBA’s Civil Law & Litigation Section, and is a frequent CLE speaker on a variety of substantive 
subjects arising from her areas of practice as well as on ethics, professionalism, and diversity and inclusion.  She 
practices law with the Stanley, Reuter, Ross, Thornton & Alford, LLC law firm and is a member of the Perry 
Dampf Dispute Resolutions mediator and arbitrator panel.  She holds a J.D., an LL.M. in Admiralty, and an LL.M. 
in Energy and Environment from Tulane Law School, where she serves as Co-Director of its Trial Advocacy 
Program, its Civil Pre-Trial Litigation Boot Camp, and teaches Electronic Discovery and Evidence. 
 

Judy Perry Martinez, a Louisiana native, has been a lawyer for over 30 years but with some interesting twists 
and turns. Her steady rise through the legal ranks after Tulane Law School began at the New Orleans law firm 
of Simon, Peragine, Smith & Redfearn where she was a commercial litigator for 21 years and partner.  In 2003, 
she undertook a position with Northrop Grumman, a major aerospace and defense company with 65,000 
employees worldwide, and eventually served as its Vice President and Chief Compliance Officer.  Earlier this 
year, Judy retired from Northrop Grumman to pursue another full-time career – this time in public service, an 
area that has always been close to her heart and for which she always found time.  Over the years, she has 
donated her energetic leadership and considerable expertise to various ABA and LSBA bar committees 
concerning women in the profession, domestic violence, diversity, professionalism, quality of life, and gay and 
lesbian rights, to name a few.  Her latest achievement has been as Chair of the ABA’s Commission on the Future 
of Legal Services which has taken the lead in the ABA’s effort to educate the legal profession regarding the need 
for affordable legal services.  She has brought together the keenest heads on the issue, and has positioned the 
Commission to lead the way in the improvement of the delivery of, and access to, legal services in the United 
States.  The Commission’s work is focused on helping lawyers break the mold of traditional legal services to 
include innovation, legal technology, the encouragement of new models for regulating legal services and 
educating tomorrow’s legal professionals, while fostering the development of financially viable models for 
delivering legal services that meet the public’s needs.  The wind beneath all her careers has been provided by 
her husband Rene and four grown children. 

http://speralaw.com/
http://www.nolasmallbizlaw.com/
http://www.paperlesschase.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewlegrand/
https://twitter.com/lawbylegrand
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Richard W. Martinez, is a solo practitioner who focuses on commercial litigation, workouts, bankruptcy and 
reorganizations.  With a J.D. from Loyola University Law School, and an M.B.A. in finance and accounting from 
U.C.L.A., he served as the first law clerk for Hon. T.H. Kingsmill, Jr., of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court (E.D. La.).  He 
was appointed by President Jimmy Carter to the Office of the Chief Counsel Small Business Administration, 
Washington, D.C.  A frequent speaker on bankruptcy, restructuring distressed entities, discovery abuses, 
electronic discovery, and trial tactics, he is the current chair of the LSBA’s Solo & Small Firm Section. 

Jerome Matthews, a native of the New Orleans area, joined the United States Marine Corps as a helicopter 
technician where he served honorably as a Corporal from 2001-2006. His service included a tour in Afghanistan 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. After his service, he received his Bachelor of Arts in History and 
Philosophy from Tulane University. He then received his Juris Doctorate from the University of California, 
Berkeley, School of Law.  After graduating from law school, Mr. Matthews was an associate at Liskow and Lewis 
in the firm’s New Orleans office. He then established his own solo law office, and practices criminal defense. 

Craig Mordock is the Managing Partner of Butler Mordock, PLC, a four attorney firm located in uptown New 
Orleans, is engaged in criminal defense in state and federal court. Among his notable cases include his 
representation of former AL Cy Young Award winner Denny McLain on theft charges. He was a former senior 
felony prosecutor for Orleans Parish and obtained the only conviction for Human Trafficking in Louisiana history.  

Lucas Morehouse is a solo practicing attorney concentrating on criminal defense and civil litigation.  He also 
serves as General Counsel for A2I: Alternative to Incarceration, a company that specializes in electronic 
monitoring of pre-trial and post-conviction defendants, and works to reduce the number of incarcerated persons 
nationwide.  Additionally, Lucas serves as Executive President of Silence is Violence, a non-profit organization 
focused on aiding victims and the families of victims of violent crime in the New Orleans area.    

Shayna Beevers Morvant is the managing partner of Beevers & Beevers, L.L.P. in Gretna Louisiana. A graduate 
of Tulane University Law School, she served as extern to Honorable Justice Greg G. Guidry, of the Louisiana 
Supreme Court.  She is the Secretary of the Tulane Inn of Court, the past-chair of the Jefferson Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division, a member of the LSBA’s House of Delegates, and a current member of the LSBA’s 
Leadership Class.  Shayna also is a regular contributor to the recent developments section of the Louisiana Bar 
Journal. 

John L. Norris, IV, is a solo practitioner who litigates civil and criminal law matters.  He is also an application 
developer, creating apps to increase access to justice.  He took part in the creation of the Multiple Bill Calculator, 
an application that provides sentencing calculations for those who are multiple offenders, and GoodTime 
Calculator, an application that determines the diminution of a sentence according to Louisiana’s law.  In 2015, 
John was selected to participate in the LIFT program designed to assist entrepreneurial lawyers develop social 
justice-oriented law practices.  He also provides legal services for Loyola’s Homeless Outreach Program and 
free notary services at Rosa F. Keller Library in New Orleans.  John’s work has been recognized on several 
websites and published in LSBA’s Bar Journal February/March 2014 edition for his article “Creating Apps for the 
Legal Gap”. 

Gayle O’Connor is a legal technology consultant with 20+ years’ experience.  Currently working in the marketing 
department at Degan, Blanchard and Nash, an insurance defense firm in New Orleans, Gayle has been a former 
trial technician for federal public defenders, a marketing director for legal software providers and has taught legal 
research at law schools.  She has been a featured speaker at American Lawyer Media LegalTech Events, ABA 
TECHSHOW, Online World, Special Libraries Association, Glasser LegalWorks, Washington State Paralegal 
Association, ABA Litigation Section Meetings, local Bar Associations throughout the U.S. and international 
organizations such as the Law Society of British Columbia and the New Zealand Law Society.  
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Tom O'Connor is the Senior ESI Consultant at Advanced Discovery, an international ediscovery company. He 
is a well known speaker and writer in the area of computerized litigation support systems and electronic discovery 
as well as the author of several books.in the field, most recently EDiscovery for Small Cases, published by the 
ABA.  He graduated from The Johns Hopkins University with a BA in Political Science and later earned a J.D. 
degree from a small non-descript evening program in the Boston area. He currently resides in New Orleans. 

Eugene Peterson has been a homebuilder, remodeler and restoration contractor for over 35 years and now 
provides expert witness services, as well as consulting and mentoring to construction industry businesses, such 
as cabinet manufacturers, general contractors, restoration and mitigation companies, across the United States 
and Canada. He has served as an expert witness in over 300 cases and continues to provide litigation support 
and consult in areas of construction failures, contractual disputes, insurance claim disputes and estimates - 
particularly those involving Xactimate™. He also provides include insurance appraisal, mitigation and umpire 
services. 

Charles B. Plattsmier is the Chief Disciplinary Counsel for the State of Louisiana, and the Chief Counsel under 
the Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board (LADB).  The author of amendments to the Rules of Professional 
Conduct and the Supreme Court Rule 19, he was a member of the Ethics 2000 Committee which updated and 
amended Louisiana’s ethics rules.  A prolific speaker, he lectures on ethics and professionalism nationally and 
across the state.  Prior to LADB, he was a partner of Hunter and Plattsmier, which focused on maritime litigation.  
He also practiced solo with offices in Morgan City and Baton Rouge.  He is the former President of the St. Mary 
Parish Bar Association and a former member of the LSBA’s House of Delegates. 

Paul Rabalais founded Rabalais Law in 1994. Mr. Rabalais has his Finance and Law degrees from LSU, and 
his LL.M. in Taxation from Boston University School of Law (1991). He is certified by the Louisiana State Bar 
Association as a Specialist in Estate Planning and Estate Administration.  His law firm employs eight full-time 
estate planning attorneys, with offices throughout Louisiana, and in Texas, Tennessee, and Missouri. He is the 
author of the popular book, "Estate Planning in Louisiana, A Layman's Guide to Understanding Wills, Trusts, 
Probate, Power of Attorney, Medicaid, Living Wills & Taxes," which is currently in its 3rd Edition. 
 
Catherine Sanders Reach is a seasoned speaker and a prolific author on legal tech, Catherine is returning to 
the Big Easy and to this conference (2008 and 2010) with her informative and easy-to-understand technology 
presentations.  She is the Director, Law Practice Management and Technology for the Chicago Bar Association, 
and was previously the Director at the American Bar Association’s Legal Technology Resource Center for over 
ten years.  She is a current member the ABA TECHSHOW Planning Board (and also served in this capacity from 
2007-2009) and is on the Editorial Advisory Board for Law Technology News, Law.com’s LegalTechnology and 
Law Practice Today.  Armed with a master’s degree in Library and Information Studies from the University of 
Alabama, Tuscaloosa, she was selected to be an inaugural Fastcase 50, celebrating 50 innovators, techies, 
visionaries, and leaders in the field of law.  
 
Stewart Schmidt has been in the residential construction industry for almost 30 years, specializing in residential 
renovations in the Uptown and Garden Districts of New Orleans and in Old Metairie.  Having lost his Lakeview 
home in Katrina, Stewart is well acquainted with the remediation and construction issues facing the residents of 
New Orleans.  He is an administrator for the Beacon of Hope, a non-profit organization designed to help residents 
rebuild, for 64 blocks in the Lakeview area. 
 

Todd Slack is an attorney with the Huber, Slack, Thomas & Marcelle law firm.  He has a general litigation 
practice with an emphasis in business, technology and personal injury.  He has an undergraduate degree in 
Computer Science and worked in that field before he graduated from Loyola Law School in 1996.  He’s currently 
finishing up a Master’s Degree in Digital Forensic Science, studying the interplay between law and 
technology.  He serves on several boards, including the Bar Association’s Technology Task Force. 
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Lacy Smith is a solo divorce and family law attorney whose practice includes litigation, collaborative divorce and 
mediation, adoption, and LGBT matters. Born and raised in New Orleans, she graduated from Tulane Law School 
and worked for five years at a local family law firm before starting her own paperless practice. In her free time, 
she serves as a board member for the Ben Franklin High School Alumni Association and the Collaborative 
Divorce Alliance of Greater New Orleans and is a member of the Mid-City Neighborhood Organization.     

Ernie Svenson is a New Orleans commercial litigator who spent 20 years practicing law in a big firm, helplessly 
dependent on secretaries and paralegals to manage bulky paper files. Then he learned the secret of paperless 
lawyering, which led him to create a solo law practice so smooth and efficient that it practically ran itself.  Now, 
as the founder of the SmallFirmBootcamp.com, he helps other lawyers harness that same stunning 
automation power to cut office overhead, boost profits, attract "dream clients," and outmatch tech-
challenged opponents in court. Ernie is a nationally recognized speaker and author. His main business website 
is PaperlessChase.com and his personal site can be found at ErnieTheAttorney.net." 

Charlie Thomas is a New Orleans native, bicyclist, and partner in the law firm of Huber, Slack, Thomas & 
Marcelle. Charlie serves as Vice-President of the Bike Easy board and as an officer in the Bicycle Litigation 
Group of the American Association for Justice. He is also certified as a League Cycling Instructor (LCI) by the 
League of American Bicyclists. Charlie holds a B.B.A. from Texas A&M University and a J.D./B.C.L. from LSU. 
Before law school, Charlie raced in the USA Cycling Pro/1/2 classification and now rides for recreation as well 
as transportation.   
 
Greg Thompson is a seasoned criminal trial attorney with a small practice in New Orleans. Throughout his 
career as both a prosecutor and a criminal defense attorney, Thompson has handled numerous high profile 
cases and has tried well in excess of 100 felony jury trials.  He currently serves on the board of directors for 
Audubon Charter School and is the Executive Director for Louisianans for Responsible Reform, a non profit 
organization that seeks to eradicate the state's overincarceration problem.  Most recently, he helped draft the 
legislation that reduced penalties for marijuana possession. 
 

Kevin S. Vogeltanz litigates civil and criminal cases in New Orleans.  A solo practitioner who forgoes a support 
staff, Kevin handles each aspect of every case from engagement agreement to trial. By using technology and 
streamlined practices, Kevin not only provides his clients with excellent representation, but does so at a fraction 
of the overhead most firms incur. A cum laude graduate from the University of Arkansas, School of Law, Kevin 
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