FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      

<add date>

<add contacts / either LSBA, LLA, from local libraries, or all>

<______> Parish Library Partners with La. State Bar Association and La. Library Association to Host Legal Advice Program on Oct. <add date>

The <______> Parish Library, in partnership with the Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) and the Louisiana Library Association (LLA), is presenting its fourth annual “Lawyers in Libraries” statewide program on Oct. <___.>
Attorney <name> will provide free individual consultations on legal issues (or provide a presentation on <topic>) beginning at <time> at the <name> branch located at <address>.
The program is free and open to the public, but those interested should contact <library contact information> to reserve a space.

The “Lawyers in Libraries” program is part of a legal aid initiative called the Legal Education and Assistance Program (LEAP), which provides much-needed legal information and resources to the public via local libraries. 

“The Louisiana State Bar Association is committed to making attorneys available to everyone in Louisiana with legal issues, regardless of financial circumstance. This includes the “Lawyers in Libraries” program, which enables attorneys to provide direct services to their communities at no cost. Public libraries are natural starting points for people in search of legal information and resources, and this type of innovative partnership is why Louisiana is considered a national leader when it comes to Access to Justice,” said LSBA President Dona Renegar.

 

“The program has consistently grown over the last several years after being launched in 2014 under the leadership of then LSBA President Larry Shea of Shreveport.  In 2016, 125 attorneys conducted over 70 events in one day, serving over 700 people statewide. We expect that this year’s event will be even bigger, thanks to the many pro bono attorneys who donate their time and expertise,” added Renegar.

The “Lawyers in Libraries” initiative was designed in partnership with the LLA, Law Library of Louisiana, LSU Law Library, and other partners.

For more information about the program, go to: www.LouisianaLawyersinLibraries.org.

The Louisiana State Bar Association assists its more than 22,000 members in the practice of law. The statewide association, as part of its multi-faceted mission, promotes and maintains access to justice initiatives for the state’s residents, assists the Louisiana Supreme Court in its regulation of the practice of law, upholds the honor of the courts and the profession, and supports programs that increase public understanding of and respect for the law. 

<Add tagline for the La. Library Association and/or specific libraries>
