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<add date>
<add contacts / either LSBA, LLA, from local libraries, or all>
<______> Parish Library Partners with La. State Bar Association and La. Library Association to Host Legal Advice Program on Oct. <add date>
The <______> Parish Library, in partnership with the Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) and the Louisiana Library Association (LLA), is presenting its sixth annual “Lawyers in Libraries” statewide program on Oct. <___.> <Attorney name> will provide free individual consultations on legal issues (or provide a presentation on <topic>) beginning at <time> at the <name> branch located at <address>. The program is free and open to the public.
The annual statewide “Lawyers in Libraries” program celebrates its 6th year of service to the public during the week of October 21st -26th. The Supreme Court of Louisiana and the Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) support this annual volunteer attorney project held during National Pro Bono Celebration and thank the Louisiana Library Association (LLA) for its ongoing involvement
During this week, Louisiana attorneys will provide free, limited legal services to the public in libraries across the state. Louisiana has the second highest poverty rate in the nation. Every year, tens of thousands of people in our state who live below the federal poverty line go without assistance for their basic legal issues. “Often these legal issues affect families’ safety, housing, medical care, custody, and other core needs. “Lawyers in Libraries” and other Access to Justice initiatives are vital to ensure that people receive justice, are able to identify their legal options, and have access to the court system, regardless of financial circumstance,” explained Louisiana Supreme Court Justice James T. Genovese, co-chair of the Louisiana Access to Justice Commission.
“Public libraries are natural starting points for people in search of information and services. Library staff can provide direction to available resources, but not legal advice. The “Lawyers in Libraries” program is a great benefit to patrons, especially in areas without a legal aid office,” said Holly Priestley, Public Relations Coordinator of the Ouachita Parish Library System.

 

The “Lawyers in Libraries” program has consistently grown since being launched in 2014. The event, typically held in conjunction with “National Celebrate Pro Bono Week,” has assisted over 3,000 Louisianans in public libraries, and reached patrons in every parish in the state. Some libraries have recurring events throughout the year. “The LSBA is committed to helping courts and our members to better serve the public. Through our Access to Justice program, we work with a broad, statewide network that includes local bar associations, court-based assistance programs, legal aid and pro bono organizations, and many community partners including public libraries,” said LSBA President Barry H. Grodsky. For more details or help finding an event in your area, contact your local library or visit www.LouisianaLawyersinLibraries.org.
“Lawyers in Libraries” is a partnership between the LSBA, LLA, Law Library of Louisiana, LSU Law Library, legal aid partners, local bar associations, and other community partners.

The Louisiana State Bar Association assists its more than 22,000 members in the practice of law. The statewide association, as part of its multi-faceted mission, promotes and maintains access to justice initiatives for the state’s residents, assists the Louisiana Supreme Court in its regulation of the practice of law, upholds the honor of the courts and the profession, and supports programs that increase public understanding of and respect for the law. 


